Massachusetts Speech and Debate League
2025 Novice Tournament
Legislation Docket

Welcome to Sharon High School, and welcome to the 2025 Novice Tournament in Congressional Debate! Enclosed, please find the following legislation and special information.

Legislative Items for Debate:

· Demonstration Debate / First Item: A Bill to Stop Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia to Protect Yemeni Lives (Natick HS)
· A Bill to Extend Social Security (Sen. Mollor, Catholic Memorial)
· A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Lower the Voting Age to 16 (MSDL)
· A Bill to Ban Cell Phones in Classrooms (MSDL)

Welcome, Novice Congressional Debaters!

We’re thrilled you’re here for your first tournament! Our goal is to create a fun, supportive, and educational experience. Dive in, take notes, learn from others, and give it your all. We can’t wait to see you shine today and at our next event in two weeks at Xaverian Brothers High School!

To Our Experienced Students:

Thank you for serving as judges and demonstrating strong debate skills for our novices. Your leadership and modeling are invaluable, and we’re grateful for your contributions today.

Happy prepping, and best of luck!

Best regards,

Joe Bowden
MSDL Chair of Congress
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		BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1.	The United States shall cease all ongoing or planned arms sales to all states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention (hereafter referred to as the “Intervention”) on behalf of the Yemeni Cabinet within the Yemeni Civil War.

                      A. Should any nation(s) at the time of passage not actively partaking in the Intervention begin to do so, all ongoing or planned sales to that nation shall cease

                      B. Should any nation(s) stop their active participation in the Intervention, sales to that country may resume 3 months after the cessation of their participation

SECTION 2.	

                    A. “All states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention” shall include, but is not limited to, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Egypt, and Jordan.

                     B. “Arms sales” shall be defined as authorization of the sale or export of any defense article or defense service to a foreign entity, as defined in Title 22 Section 2794 of U.S Code.

SECTION 3.	The Department of Defense shall oversee the implementation of this legislation.

SECTION 4.	This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026. 

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.





Introduced for Congressional Debate by Natick High School.
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A Bill to Extend Social Security

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1.
SECTION 2.
SECTION 3.

SECTION 4.

Congress shall extend social security for the next six years.

Social Security: Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance

The Social Security Administration (SSA) shall be responsible for
implementing this bill. Social Security will be extended until FY year 2032.
This legislation will take effect on October 1% 2026. All laws in conflict

with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by

Rep. Spencer Mollor

Catholic Memorial
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1.	 Congress shall extend social security for the next six years.

SECTION 2.	Social Security: Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance

SECTION 3.       The Social Security Administration (SSA) shall be responsible for implementing this bill. Social Security will be extended until FY year 2032.

SECTION 4.	This legislation will take effect on October 1st, 2026. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by 

Rep. Spencer Mollor

Catholic Memorial


image7.emf
A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Lower the Voting
Age to 16

1 RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is

2 proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which
3 shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when
4 ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven
5 years from the date of its submission by the Congress:
6 ARTICLE -
7 SECTION 1: The right of citizens of the United States, who are sixteen years
8 of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
9 United States or by any State on account of age.

10 SECTION 2: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by

11 appropriate legislation.
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Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is
for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a
policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL.
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RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is 

proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which 

shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when 

ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven 

years from the date of its submission by the Congress: 

ARTICLE –

 

SECTION 1: The right of citizens of the United States, who are sixteen years 

of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 

United States or by any State on account of age.

 

SECTION 2: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation.

 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 

for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 

policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 
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		RESOLVED,	By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress:

ARTICLE –

SECTION 1:	The right of citizens of the United States, who are sixteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.

SECTION 2:	The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.





Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL.
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A Bill to Ban Cell Phones in Classrooms

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. The Department of Education shall prohibit the disbursement of federal
education funds to any state that does not enact and enforce a policy
banning cell phone use by students in classrooms during instructional
time. States must certify compliance with this ban by establishing policies
that prohibit students from using cell phones in classrooms, except in
cases of emergency or as explicitly permitted for educational purposes by
a teacher or administrator. Cell phone use may be permitted in
classrooms for students with documented medical or educational needs,
as specified in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or similar
accommodation plan.

SECTION 2.  "Cell phone" refers to any portable electronic device capable of
communication or internet access, excluding devices designated for
educational purposes by school authorities. "Classroom" refers to any
space used for instructional activities in public K-12 schools during school
hours.

SECTION 3. The Department of Education shall establish guidelines for compliance
and monitor state adherence through annual reports.

SECTION 4. This bill shall take effect on October 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with this

legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is
for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a
policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL.
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 
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SECTION 1.  The Department of Education shall prohibit the disbursement of federal 

2  

education funds to any state that does not enact and enforce a policy 

3  

banning cell phone use by students in classrooms during instructional 

4  

time. States must certify compliance with this ban by establishing policies 

5  

that prohibit students from using cell phones in classrooms, except in 

6  

cases of emergency or as explicitly permitted for educational purposes by 

7  

a teacher or administrator. Cell phone use may be permitted in 
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classrooms for students with documented medical or educational needs, 
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as specified in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or similar 
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accommodation plan. 
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SECTION 2.  "Cell phone" refers to any portable electronic device capable of 
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communication or internet access, excluding devices designated for 

1 3  

educational purposes by school authorities. "Classroom" refers to any 
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space used for instructional activities in public K-12 schools during school 

1 5  

hours. 
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SECTION 3.  The Department of Education shall establish guidelines for compliance 
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and monitor state adherence through annual reports. 

1 8  

SECTION 4.  This bill shall take effect on October 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with this 

1 9  

legislation are hereby declared null and void.
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Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 

for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 

policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1.	The Department of Education shall prohibit the disbursement of federal education funds to any state that does not enact and enforce a policy banning cell phone use by students in classrooms during instructional time. States must certify compliance with this ban by establishing policies that prohibit students from using cell phones in classrooms, except in cases of emergency or as explicitly permitted for educational purposes by a teacher or administrator. Cell phone use may be permitted in classrooms for students with documented medical or educational needs, as specified in an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or similar accommodation plan.

SECTION 2.	"Cell phone" refers to any portable electronic device capable of communication or internet access, excluding devices designated for educational purposes by school authorities. "Classroom" refers to any space used for instructional activities in public K-12 schools during school hours.

SECTION 3.	The Department of Education shall establish guidelines for compliance and monitor state adherence through annual reports.

SECTION 4.	This bill shall take effect on October 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.



Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL.
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A Bill to Stop Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia to
Protect Yemeni Lives

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. The United States shall cease all ongoing or planned arms

sales to all states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention (hereafter

referred to as the “Intervention”) on behalf of the Yemeni Cabinet within
the Yemeni Civil War.

A. Should any nation(s) at the time of passage not actively partaking in the
Intervention begin to do so, all ongoing or planned sales to that nation
shall cease

B. Should any nation(s) stop their active participation in the Intervention,
sales to that country may resume 3 months after the cessation of their
participation

SECTION 2.

A. “All states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention” shall include,
but is not limited to, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Egypt, and Jordan.

B. “Arms sales” shall be defined as authorization of the sale or export of
any defense article or defense service to a foreign entity, as defined in
Title 22 Section 2794 of U.S Code.

SECTION3. The Department of Defense shall oversee the

implementation of this legislation.

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026.

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared

null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Natick High School.
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THAT:

 

SECTION

 

1.  The United States shall cease all ongoing or planned arms 

sales to all states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention (hereafter 

referred to as the “Intervention”) on behalf of the Yemeni Cabinet within 

the Yemeni Civil War. 

                      A. Should any nation(s) at the time of passage not actively partaking in the 

Intervention begin to do so, all ongoing or planned sales to that nation 

shall cease 

                      B. Should any nation(s) stop their active participation in the Intervention, 

sales to that country may resume 3 months after the cessation of their 

participation 

SECTION

 

2.   

                    A. “All states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention” shall include, 

but is not limited to, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 

Egypt, and Jordan. 

                     B. “Arms sales” shall be defined as authorization of the sale or export of 

any defense article or defense service to a foreign entity, as defined in 

Title 22 Section 2794 of U.S Code. 

SECTION

 

3.  The Department of Defense shall oversee the 

implementation of this legislation. 

SECTION 4.  This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026.  

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared 

null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Natick High School.

 

 


