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5501 N. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, Illinois  60625
Telephone 773-534-3954; Fax 773-534-3964






Dear colleagues, 

Here’s the invite for the Windy City Classic at Northside...

*** 
Logistics
Dates
October 3rd and 4th, 2025
Location
5501 N. Kedzie, Chicago IL, 60625.  
Contact information
· Front of house: Wayne Tang, wtang@nixonpeabody.com or 312.351.3209 and Robb Berry, rberryncp@gmail.com or 630.670.5369.
· Back of house: Berry and perhaps Conor Cameron (ccameron3@cps.edu or 312.608.8381)
Food
Pizzas will be available as pre-order for Friday dinner (distributed at registration) and Saturday lunch; we will alert registered teams once the pre-order window opens.  Snacks will also be available for students to purchase.
Remind Your Kids Not To Do Stupid Things
Students not in rounds need to be in the cafeteria.  We received more complaints last year than usual stemming from students being where they shouldn’t be; we will assign forfeit losses to teams whose students are found in areas of the building which are off-limits to the tournament.

Tournament entry & Admin
Fees 
Due to CPS’ financial shenanigans, entry fees are now $75/team.
· Are you a CPS school?  Check/PO can go directly to Northside College Prep.
· Are you not CPS?  Check goes to Friends Of Northside, 5501 N. Kedzie, Chicago IL, 60625

Registration
- Registration for CPS schools will open Wednesday, September 10 at 3pm.  We will add your school directly to the tournament, but your initial registration #s must be received via Tabroom by Tuesday, September 16 at 5pm.
- Registration for schools outside of CPS, for whatever space is left, will open Wednesday, September 17 at 12pm.  
- All registration, until physical room limits are reached, must be received via Tabroom by Monday, September 29 at 5pm.  If space fills prior to that time we’ll implement a waitlist.
- Changes/drops will be accepted to existing registration on Tabroom until noon on Friday, October 3rd.  Please text any changes after that time to 630.670.5369 with school, division, and names.
- We are running both Varsity and Novice divisions.  First-year debaters should be registered in the Novice division; second- through fourth-year debaters should be registered as Varsity.

Check-in notes: 
Friday: 
- Dismissal at NCP is 3:04pm.  Please do not arrive until after 3:30. The parking lots are a madhouse until then; buses can park across the street in the student lot (the west side of Kedzie) once space allows.
- Teams should go directly to the cafeteria upon entering the building (both days); signs will be up, but it’s to the right once you enter the main doors.
- Pairings for round 1 will be released between 4:30 and 4:40, depending on number of entry changes. Coaches are responsible for communicating these if they occur after noon on Friday.
- We will presume all judges you’ve registered are available for all scheduled rounds, unless you’ve marked them as a one-day-only judge. 

Saturday: 
- Coaches should text any drops (including a debater going maverick on day 2) by 7:00 am to 630.670.5369 with school, division, and team code(s). If drops are in on time, pairings will be out by 7:30 am and we’ll start on time.
- We will presume all judges you’ve registered are available for all scheduled rounds, unless you’ve marked them as a one-day-only judge. 

Competition
Elims
There are none.  It’ll be six rounds: two presets and four matched.  Mavericks may enter if you must, and are eligible for awards. 

Forfeits
Forfeit time is 15 minutes after posted start time. Judges need to contact tab if one team fails to show by posted start time; one debater needs to contact tab if the judge fails to show. 

For the novice division
· Teams are limited to affirmatives, T arguments, and disads from the NDCA novice packet and/or the CDL core files.
· Hidden ASPEC is not T.  Clumsily rephrased framework arguments are not T.  It’s the first novice tournament: the focus is teaching, not trickery.  Teams will be issued auto-losses for violations at the discretion of the tab room.
· Also in the spirit of teaching: Schools need to declare which packet aff/disads they’re reading.  A google form will be sent to coaches on Monday, September 22 to capture this information. 

Judging
· The usual: One judge for every two teams (or fraction thereof) entered.
· Please do your best to bring judges able to hear the proper divisions; try to avoid bringing six varsity teams with three judges who can only handle novice.  In rare cases we may move judges to the other pool.
· Please also try to bring a judge for every two teams at any given time; try to avoid bringing four half-time judges for four teams if all four half-time judges are Saturday-only.  
· The tournament will not be hiring judges.  You are responsible for bringing enough judges to accommodate the number of students debating.  If you do not bring sufficient judging, you may have students unable to participate in rounds.  
· Judges must have a Tabroom account linked; we will work as necessary with coaches/judges ahead of time to facilitate this. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The most important task for novice judges is not giving super lengthy RFDs or suggesting eleventy awesome arguments they could run next time.  It’s giving the debaters small, concrete steps for the next round and making the debaters want to keep going in the activity.  We will hold a mandatory novice judge meeting prior to round 1 where Wayne or Cameron – maybe both, as a duet! – will loudly and colorfully explain that task.

Schedule
Friday, October 3rd 
Tabroom editing will be disabled as of 12pm; text subsequent changes to tab at 630.670.5369 

Round names are just for kicks and giggles. You are not required to debate those arguments. Please do not debate those arguments.

Novice Judge Meeting				4:30 pm
Pairings 					by 4:40 pm 
Round I (the Death Good debate) 		5:00 pm 
Round II (the Space Elevators debate) 		7:00 pm 

Saturday, October 4th   
Pairings 					7:30 am 
Round III (the Antonio 95 debate) 		8:00 am (decision time 10:15)
Round IV (the Give Back the Land debate) 	10:30 am (decision time 12:45)
Round V (the Topicality Is Genocide debate) 	1:30 pm (decision time 3:45)
Round VI (the Author Pic debate)		4:00 pm (decision time 6:15)
Awards 						6:30 pm 


Note: on Saturday we have a hard 8pm everyone-out-of-the-building deadline.  We will accelerate the Saturday schedule when possible.
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