September 23rd, 2025

Dear Forensics Coach,

On behalf of the Princeton Debate Panel, it is our pleasure to invite you and your team to the 2025 Princeton Classic, which will be held at Princeton University from Friday, December 5, 2025 to Sunday, December 7, 2025. 

The tournament will consist of competition in Varsity and Novice Divisions of Lincoln-Douglas, Varsity, Junior Varsity (new), and Novice Divisions of Public Forum Debate, Congressional Debate, and eight speech events. We offer five preliminary rounds in Individual Events, six preliminary rounds in LD and PF, and three sessions in Congress. Semifinalists in Varsity LD, octafinalists in Varsity PF, semifinalists or finalists (depending on entry numbers) in IE and Extemp, and finalists in Congress will earn a bid to their respective Tournament of Champions. All  events will take place on Princeton University’s campus.

We are very privileged to be joined again this year by our Tab Director, Jim Menick. Our impressive Tab Staff includes Jeffrey Kahn and Sheryl Kaczmarek in Public Forum, Jordy Barry and David Long in Congress, Joe Vaughan and David Yastremski in IE, Janet Novack in LD, and more to be announced soon.

To make this process as fair as possible, we will place all registered entries on the waitlist which we will clear roughly two weeks after registration opens. Every eligible school will be initially awarded an equal number of slots to be determined by the space we have available. This means that we are not operating on a first come, first served basis. Schools with outstanding balances from last year will not be accepted into the tournament. Please reach out with specific circumstances related to finances. 

The document below will give all information related to the classic, subject to change in the coming months prior to the tournament. If you need any additional information, please email us at princetonclassic2025@gmail.com. All final details will be posted in live docs published shortly before and updated throughout the tournament. The live docs will be the final arbitrators of the tournament procedures. 

We hope your school year and forensics season are off to a great start and we look forward to seeing you all in Princeton this December!

Best wishes, 
Fiona Bray, Abby Poprocki, Alex Margulis, & Pooja Nagareddygari
Tournament Directors



2024 Princeton Classic 				     	princetonclassic2024@gmail.com 
Event Rules

What is a Novice?
A high school student is eligible for Novice PF or LD at this tournament  if they are in the 10th grade or younger and this is their first-ever season of Speech and Debate competition (in any event, at any level). The tournament's policy is designed to protect first-year debaters getting started in the activity.

Coaches should contact the tournament about any individual students who might not fit the letter of this definition but you feel belong in the Novice division. Any entries at any point found to be in violation of this rule will be disqualified immediately at the discretion of the Tournament Director.

What is Junior Varsity?
JV is open to 9th and 10th grade students only. Students with Middle School experience and not more than one year of HIGH SCHOOL experience belong in this division. Please feel free to reach out with any more questions.


Varsity and Novice Lincoln-Douglas Debate
The resolution will be the November-December NSDA topic. Both divisions will follow the 6-3-7-3-4-6-3 format, with 4 minutes of prep time. Ties will be broken based on record, adjusted points, total points, double-adjusted points, judge variance, opponent wins, and flip of a coin, in that order. The VLD TOC bid is in the semifinals.

Varsity, Junior Varsity and Novice Public Forum Debate
The resolution will be the November-December NSDA topic. Ties will be broken using the same criteria as Lincoln-Douglas Debate. We will break up to 48 4-2s and above for elimination rounds. The VPF TOC bid is at octafinals. 

Congressional Debate
There will be a single, open division of Congressional Debate. Chambers will be composed of 12-18 students, with 14 being the target. Sunday’s competition will feature a semifinal round in the morning and a final round in the afternoon.

All legislation is due directly to Tabroom at 11:59 pm ET on Wednesday, November 12. Each student may submit one bill for prelims, and selected legislation will be posted for students to prepare. Please use the legislation templates found on congressionaldebate.org.  Bills must have not only the name of the school, but also the name of the student submitting it. Legislation must have the name of the student and the school at the bottom. Legislation that is incorrectly formatted will not be accepted as part of the Princeton legislation packet, so please check the legislation before submitting it. We will release the legislation packet for prelims, semis, and finals on Tuesday, November 18th. Chambers will be released on Saturday morning. We will be using NSDA rules. 


Individual Events (IE)
This year we plan to offer the following eight IE events:
· Dramatic Interpretation (DI)
· Duo Interpretation (Duo)
· Extemporaneous Speaking (Extemp)
· Humorous Interpretation (HI)
· Original Oratory (OO)
· Oral Interpretation of Literature (OI)
· Informative Speaking (INF)
· Programmed Oral Interpretation (POI)
All events will follow NSDA rules, except OI which will follow NCFL rules. The grace period will be 30 seconds for all speech events. Any IE participant who exceeds the grace period may not receive a rank of 1 in the round; any further penalty will be at the discretion of the judge. A participant may only be penalized for a time violation if the judge has used a precise timing device and notes the penalty on the ballot. 

There will be 4 preliminary rounds unless noted otherwise at the onset of the tournament. Speech events will break to quarterfinals, or semifinals. Tabbing is cumulative.

Judging Policies

Judging Requirements
Obligations for all debate divisions are by whole judge. Novice, JV and Varsity debate divisions are separate and must be covered by separate, unique judges. The overall ratio in each division is 1 judge / 3 entries


Teams should also bring the following number of qualified judges for Speech and Congress:

Speech: 	1 judge / 5 entries 
Congress: 	1 judge / 10 entries (if you bring more than 10 entries, one of the two judges MUST be a parli judge) 

Please keep in mind that a qualified judge understands the activity, speaks English, and has either previously experienced judging or has been carefully trained by the team they are accompanying. A qualified judge knows how to assign ranks or wins/losses, speaker points, and how to fill out a ballot. Judges in all divisions must be high school graduates, with the exception of novice LD and novice PF, where high school juniors and seniors who are active debaters with a minimum of 200 NSDA points are acceptable. 

Judges in all debate divisions are obligated through octafinals and then one round past any round in which their students are competing. Judges in Speech and Congress are obligated  for all rounds.

As noted above, the Varsity, JV and Novice debate pools are completely separate and must be covered separately; obligations cannot be split between the divisions. Congress judges might be swapped into another judging pool and likewise, qualified Speech judges may be asked to judge a round of Congress. 

Please note that we understand that occasionally teams have scheduling issues with their judges, but if you request specific rounds off, we have no choice but to enforce a preemptive fine for those rounds.

Preferences/Strikes
For VLD, we will no longer be doing MPJ but will do a number of strikes (to be determined). . The PF divisions and LD novice schools will be allowed a number of strikes to be determined, provided the school has proper judge coverage and that their judges have submitted paradigms. This will open the Thursday prior to the tournament and end Friday afternoon. Judges cannot be added once strikes are open.


Paradigms
We require all debate judges to publish paradigms on tabroom.com prior to the opening of prefs/strikes. Teams whose judges have not posted paradigms will forfeit prefs/strikes.

Tab & Ballots
Open Tab & Results
We will publicly post the win/loss results of every round in LD and PF after each following round is released, starting with round 3. Although judges in debate events are not required to disclose their decisions, they are highly encouraged to do so and are expected to give feedback and critiques, either orally or through Tabroom. Pairings will be posted online. 

Ballots and Awards:
Awards will be given to all competitors reaching elimination rounds (not including runoff rounds). Please pick them up during the awards ceremony or arrange to have someone else do so on your behalf. We will not mail awards  this year for failure to pick up. We kindly request that someone stays through awards if you wish to receive a trophy. 

Registration and Caps

General Registration will take place at Whig Hall. Registration for schools with Lincoln Douglas or Public Forum entries must take place on Friday.

Schools with only Speech and Congress entries may register in Whig or by calling to confirm their registration on Friday. Those who call in will pay their registration fees Saturday morning in Tab. 

A more detailed registration schedule can be found later in the invitation.

Caps and Limits
As noted, all entries begin as waitlisted. The process of clearing entries will continue after the initial clearing of space becomes available, but please note that Princeton cannot be held responsible for precipitous planning on the part of the attending schools. In other words, please do not make non-cancellable travel arrangements until your entries are confirmed. As for caps, these are set by the exigencies of available space. As already noted, we will clear the waitlist roughly two weeks after registration opens; feel free to enter TBA names early in the process to get your slots. We will try to be open to schools that register late in the process, but we also owe a responsibility to those who enter early, insofar as planning for a tournament like this one is complicated. In other words, get on the books early, because there is absolutely no guarantee you’ll get in if you wait. All speech events will be initially capped at four per event. Additional entries, which will be initially waitlisted, will be released as space permits. 

Eligibility and Adult Supervision
The Princeton Classic is only open to students officially representing their high schools. Independent/unofficial entries will not be considered, nor will registrations from students, parents, anonymous accounts (e.g., myteam@gmail.com or teamdebatecoach@gmail.com), etc. Those entries will be automatically discarded. (Schools with unique situations can apply for exemptions.) Additionally, no teams will be accepted into the tournament without a responsible adult chaperone on site for the duration of the tournament. An adult, for these purposes, is defined as a college graduate twenty-one years of age or older, presumably a school employee, a parent, or someone else who has been explicitly empowered to care for that student in the event of a medical or other emergency. The contact information for this adult must be accurately noted in tabroom.com.

Double Entry
An IE participant may enter up to two different speech events, with the exception of Extemp. Debate and Congress entries may not double enter.

Fees and Fines
Fees are frozen on Sunday 11/30 at 5:00 PM

Entry Fees
VLD 			$80/entry
NLD 			$60/entry
VPF 			$90/entry
JVPF			$70/ entry

NPF			$70/ entry
Duo 			$40/entry
Other IE 		$35/entry
Congress 		$50/entry

Hired Judge Fees
Debate 	$225/judge per day
IE Hired Judging 	$50/uncovered entry
CON Hired Judging  	$50/uncovered entry (max charge 5 entries)

Note: No school can hire its entire judging obligation, and no guarantee is made in general that hire requests can be filled.

Fines and Deadlines
Arriving with fewer judges than claimed: $450/judge
Judge misses a preliminary round: $50/round
Judge misses an elimination round: $100/round

All payment is due at registration. Please make checks payable to “The Trustees of Princeton University” and write “Debate Panel 15105” in the memo line.


Safety Policy
The non-emergency phone number for Princeton University Public Safety is (609) 258-1000. Please make your students aware of this number for non-tournament-related security concerns, as well as the Tournament Director phone numbers and emails on the second page for tournament-related concerns.

In the case of an emergency, dial 911 or Princeton Public Safety’s emergency number: (609) 258-3333. 

We want our tournament to be a safe environment. Any and all complaints regarding tournament safety will be taken seriously. Please come to tab as soon as possible with any concerns – there will be Debate Panel members present to answer any questions you might have and relay concerns to the tournament directors.

That being said, the Princeton Classic and the PDP can take no responsibility for the health and safety of students beyond notifying any accompanying adults of concerns or problems as we become aware of them. If a student falls ill or withdraws from competition during the tournament, please notify tab immediately.

Covid Advisory
Visitors to the University are now expected to follow the general CDC Respiratory Virus Guidance. Upon contacting Covid or other respiratory illnesses, they should stay away from others until their symptoms have improved and they have been fever-free for 24 hours. Princeton no longer has a Covid-specific policy. 
Tournament Hotel
Information Pending. Expect updates in late September/ early October. 

Schedule (Tentative)
The following is a general idea of what participants can expect for planning purposes. We expect this schedule to change based on room allocations, so please check the tournament website and, once it is issued, the relevant Live Doc. All posted schedules are subject to change before or during the tournament. The tournament will be held at Princeton High School for PF divisions and on the Princeton Campus (route to 1 Nassau/ Whig Hall for check-in) for all other divisions. 

Registration Schedule

Friday in Whig Hall 
2:30-4:00
Schools with LD/PF debaters must register. Schools without debaters may register. 

3:00-5:00
Schools without debaters may register in Whig or by calling to confirm their registration. Those who call in will pay their registration fees Saturday morning in Tab. Schools arriving later than 5pm must call registration before 5pm, even if they have no registration changes.

LD & PF schedule

Friday
5:00 	VLD, NLD, VPF, JVPF, NPF Round 1
7:30 	VLD, NLD, VPF, JVPF, NPF Round 2

Saturday
8:30	VLD, VPF, JVPF, NLD & NPF Round 3 
11:30	VLD, VPF, JVPF, NLD & NPF Round 4
2:30 	VLD, VPF, JVPF, NLD & NPF Round 5
5:30	VLD, VPF, JVPF, NLD & NPF Round 6
 
Sunday
8:30 	VLD Doubles, VPF Run-offs s, JVPF Octos, NLD Run-offs, NPF Double-Octofinals
10:00   NPF Octos, JVPF Quarters
10:30   VPF Doubles, NLD Octos
11:00   VLD Octos
12:00   VPF Octos, JVPF Semis
12:30   NPF Quarters
1:00     VLD Quarters, NLD Quarters
2:00	VPF Quarters, JVPF Finals
2:30     NPF Semis
2:45     VLD Semis, NLD Semis
4:00     VPF Semis, NLD Finals
4:30     VLD Finals, NPF Finals
6:00     VPF Finals

Speech Schedule (Subject to Change Depending on Enrollment)
Extemp draw starts 30 minutes before the round.

Saturday - On Campus
9:30	DI 1, Duo 1, HI 1, INF 1, OO 1, POI 1
11:15   DI 2, Ext 1, HI 2, OI 1, POI 2
1:00    Duo 2, Ext 2, INF 2, OI 2, OO 2
2:45    DI 3, HI 3, OI 3, OO 3, POI 3
4:30    DI 4, Duo 3, Ext 3, HI 4, INF 3, POI 4
6:15    Duo 4, Ext 4, INF 4, OI 4, OO 4

Sunday
10:30   DI Semi, Duo Semi, Ext Quarter, HI Semi, OI Semi, OO Quarter
12:30   Duo Final, Ext Semi, HI Final, INF Final, OI Final, OO Semi, POI Semi
2:45     DI Final, Ext Final, OO Final, POI Final


Congress Schedule

Saturday
9:00 	Session 1
1:30 	Session 2
5:00 	Session 3

Sunday
8:30 	Semis
12:30 	Finals

Awards

Speech awards are scheduled for 3:30PM on Sunday, but subject to change


Ethical Issues

Among the goals of high school debate are the enhancement of students’ basic education and the providing of a competitive arena in which to develop important life skills. The very nature of these goals requires that coaches promote an environment of strong, positive ethical behaviors. To aid coaches in this pursuit, some actions that should be avoided, either as clear ethical violations or giving the appearance and/or opportunity for such violations, include the following: communication during a round between debaters and persons not debating; communication during a round between judges; accessing documents during a round to which others also have access (including sending cases to a team email rather than a debater’s personal email); live-streaming a round to outside persons; recording rounds without permission; intimidation of debaters or judges in any fashion; the use of fabricated/misrepresented evidence. While not all-inclusive, this list should provide a starting point as we work together as a community to maintain the benefits of competitive debate for all involved.

The Princeton Classic relies on facilities provided through the generosity of Princeton University. As such, we take property damage very seriously. Attendees are expected to clean up trash, keep track of personal items, avoid touching classroom materials unless absolutely necessary, and put everything back exactly where they found it. Tournament staff will regularly check in on the condition of rooms used throughout the tournament. We reserve the right to disqualify debaters that show flagrant disregard for this policy, and hope that coaches will assist us in ensuring a clean, functional environment for this year’s tournament. 

Hotel
The tournament hotel will likely be the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Princeton, with further details to come. 

Campus Building Map
https://m.princeton.edu/default/map/index 

On-Campus Parking 

The main parking space for visitors is the Stadium Drive Garage. This garage can fit vans and cars. We will update if we get more information. Please consult this link for additional information: https://transportation.princeton.edu/parking/visiting-campus-events/visitor-parking

