The
Katy Taylor High School
Fall Classic Forensics Tournament
is proud to serve as a bid tournament for
The National Tournament of Champions
held annually at the University of Kentucky
in
Congress--Full Finals Bid (Top 16)
Public Forum--Finals Bid (Gold)/Semi-finals (Silver)
Individual Events—Based on event entry
 and
NIETOC-the National Individual Events Tournament of Champions 

Dear Colleagues,
You are cordially invited to attend the HYBRID (Katy) Taylor High School Fall Classic Forensic Tournament on November 13-15, 2025. 
All DEBATE events will be virtual on NSDA Campus.  Please note that all debate events begin on Thursday, November 13.  
All INDIVIDUAL EVENTS will be in person on the Taylor campus on Saturday, November 15.  NEW THIS YEAR—we will be adding IN-PERSON NOVICE CONGRESS which will run concurrent with our Section B events.
We are excited to be a qualifying tournament for two national tournaments including a Kentucky TOC FULL FINALS (top 16) qualifier for the Congress TOC, a TOC finals bid in Public Forum, and an Individual Events qualifier, based on the entry numbers in each event.  In addition, the Taylor tournament will be a qualifier for the National Individual Events Tournament of Champions (NIETOC), which will be held this year in Kansas City, MO.
We are a TFA qualifying tournament and will be offering all TFA events as well as impromptu speaking, prose and poetry.  We will also offer a novice division in extemp, novice interpretation, PF, Policy, and LD if entry numbers warrant.  A novice for our tournament will be defined as a student in his/her first year of high school competition in the current academic school year. 
The championship divisions in debate will consist of 4 preliminary rounds (5 rounds in Varsity Public Forum) leading to an elimination bracket. All novice divisions in debate will consist of 3 preliminary rounds leading to eliminations.  WE WILL NOT BREAK BRACKETS IN DEBATE.
We will follow TFA rules in all events.  Coaches unfamiliar with TFA events and rules can access information on the TFA website at https://texasforensicassociation.com. 
All entries must be submitted via the Tabroom.com website.
Please note that, in accordance with recent TFA rule changes, students from the Taylor speech and debate team may be competing in tournament events.  
We hope to see you in November.
                                                                                                Sincerely,
Gay Hollis and
Greg McGee
                               						Taylor Debate


TOURNAMENT GUIDELINES

1.    TFA rules will be followed in all TFA events and in the novice divisions of those events.  The current NSDA topics will be used in all debate events.  If you are unfamiliar with TFA rules, you can find them at the TFA website at https://texasforensicassociation.com.   You can also find rules specific to virtual TFA tournaments at the Resources link on the TFA website.

2.    Contestants must be accompanied by a coach or an approved adult  
sponsor.  Taylor High School does not accept unaffiliated or student-generated entries in our tournament.

3.     Contestants may not enter both the novice and championship divisions of an 
        event and may enter only one division of extemp. 

4.     There will be a 30 second grace period in all events other than debate. 

5.     A novice is any student beginning his/her first year of high school competition in the current school year.  Please note the following information regarding entry by middle school students: 1) Debate "club" students may NOT enter any TFA events.  TFA requires students to enter as representatives of the schools they attend.  They may enter nonqualifying or novice events. 2) Middle school students who have competed in any HIGH SCHOOL tournaments prior to this school year are NOT eligible for the novice division.

6.  We will NOT break brackets in DEBATE.  

7.  Novice interp competitors may perform either a prose or poetry selection.

8.  Students advancing to debate eliminations on Saturday may not cross enter in individual events.  Debaters who are eliminated from debate on Friday may register for individual events by 7:30 AM on Saturday. (Congress will be completed on Friday night, so all Congress students are eligible for individual events.)

9.  We anticipate having a limited number of rooms available upon request for debaters still competing on Saturday who are traveling with their in-persons teams and coaches.  Please note that we will only be able to provide rooms.  Students will still need to provide their own computers.

 

QUESTIONS:  You can reach the debate room at 281-237-3618 or Gay Hollis at 713-408-0970 (cell) after 6 p.m.  The most efficient means of contact, however, is through email.  You may email me at:  merryghollis@katyisd.org. Please note that with my recent room change,  I have NO cell service and I am unable to receive calls or text messages during the school day on my cell phone.

INDEPENDENT ENTRIES: We will NOT accept independent entries from any Texas schools.  All Texas entries must be official entries of the school attended.  We will consider independent entries from out-of-state competitors on a case-by-case basis.  Any accepted independent entries must: 1) have a school-approved adult representative present at all times during the tournament, and 2) have a judge in the pool.  All non-TFA affiliated schools or entries will be waitlisted until entry fees are received.

CONTRACT JUDGES:  Individuals with competitive experience who have graduated from high school and are interested in judging should apply via the Hired Judges link.  Enter your information into our database link.  All contract judges must complete and return paperwork packet to merryghollis@katyisd.org.
 
JUDGING: Please note that coaches may not buy out of all judging obligations.  Each school must provide at least 1 qualified judge each day of competition.  The school judge must be entered on the Tabroom site and will be assigned judging rounds.  Failure to meet judging obligations may result in the disqualification of all students from that school. Judges entered on the website in lieu of judging fees are expected to be present for any assigned rounds. Schools will be billed for no-show judges.   If the school’s coach is not planning to attend the tournament, the school will still be responsible for providing a school judge.  Please notify the tournament director if the coach is not planning to attend. 

DEADLINE:  Initial school entries are due no later than Thursday, November 6; however, our facilities may fill well before that date.  

ENTRY LIMITATIONS:  Debate entries are limited to 4 per division in Varsity Public Forum and 6 in all other debate events.  Additional entries may be waitlisted and will be accepted as space allows.  

[bookmark: _Hlk177626790]TOPICS:  The November NSDA topics will be used in all debate events.  NLD will debate the November varsity topic.  Novice Congress will follow the varsity docket.

[bookmark: _Hlk177626829]CONGRESS: Presiding officers will be elected. Please indicate students who wish to run for PO on the entry.  WE WILL USE DIRECT QUESTIONING IN ALL ROUNDS. Congress legislation can be found in the Congress section on the TFA website at https://texasforensicassociation.com. Congress legislation will be debated as follows:

Prelims: 28, 30, 27, 26, 29
Semis:  9, 8, 6, 10, 7
Finals:  5, 4, 2, 3, 1

DEBATE: ONLINE TECH POLICY

Technical Issues. As with any online endeavor, there will likely be individuals encountering technology issues. We will allow 10 minutes per team to correct technical issues. If they are not corrected and the team is unable to continue, they will be issued a forfeit in the round.

Handling Tech and Tech Failure in Round
--Coaches, judges, and competitors will be given instructions for reaching tournament officials for assistance.
--Students should arrive early to rounds to test audio and video equipment.
--Coaches, judges, and competitors must compete in the virtual rooms provided by the tournament. If there is a problem with technology or the virtual room, follow the instructions given to reach tournament officials. No one (coach, judge, student) is allowed to move a virtual round to a video platform other than the one provided by the tournament. Students should inform their coaches and/or the tab staff if a judge suggests moving the round to a private platform. Violations of this policy may result in disqualification and/or removal from the tournament.



[bookmark: _Hlk177626865]WORLD SCHOOLS DEBATE MOTIONS:  TBA

Round 1:  

Round 2:  Impromptu motion

Round 3:  .

Round 4: Same as round 3, opposite sides.

Quarters (if needed):  

Semis:  Impromptu motion

Finals:  

Note:  If no quarterfinal round is needed, semis will debate the quarters topic and finals will be an impromptu round.

FEES:

Entry Fees:
Individual Events		$25
Congress			$40
Novice Debate		$35
VLD/VPF			$50
Varsity Policy		$50
World Schools Debate	$50

Judging Requirements:

[bookmark: _Hlk53482083]IEs		2 rounds for every 6 entries, or portion thereof
Congress	2 rounds for every 6 entries, or portion thereof
Debate	2 rounds per event entry

All uncovered judge slots will be charged $30 per round.

Checks for entries fees should be made to:

Taylor High School Debate
Attn: Gay Hollis
James E. Taylor High School
20700 Kingsland Blvd.
Katy, Texas 77450

Credit card payments will be accepted via the Katy ISD Pay N Go system.
--the link to the payment system will be posted once our tech department notifies us that the site is active


PLEASE NOTE:

1. 1 judge may cover up to 6 rounds of IEs, 6 rounds of debate, or 2 rounds of congress.  	Please note that judges covering competitors advancing to elimination rounds 
may be assigned judging beyond their initial obligations.
2. Schools may not buy out of all judging obligations.  At least one 
school judge must be in the pool for each day of competition.
3.  All judges entered in the pool should expect to be ASSIGNED the number of rounds 
signed up to cover.
4.  School judges must be available in the judging pool as long as their students are 
competing in the tournament, even if the judge(s) has completed his/her initial judging obligation.
5.  Judging fees will be assessed on Tuesday, November 11 at 6 PM.
6.  All judges must have an active Tabroom account to fulfill judging responsibilities.
7.  All non-TFA affiliated schools and out-of-state independent entries will be 
waitlisted until payment is received.
 
Drop fees:
 
All drops after 6 PM on November 10 will result in the loss of entry fees.

JUDGE NO-SHOWS WILL BE BILLED @ $50 PER ROUND.  Multiple no-shows may result in the disqualification of students from that school.

DEADLINE:  Initial entries are due no later than Thursday, November 6.  
