2025-2026 Novice Policy
Resolved: The United States federal government should significantly increase its exploration and/or development of the Arctic.

The Plan Texts
1. The United States federal government should deploy sensors, drones, submarines and satellites to improve early warning systems and monitor geopolitical threats in the Arctic.
2. The United States federal government should restore scientific cooperation programs with Russia in the Arctic.
3. The United States federal government should restore scientific cooperation programs with China in the Arctic.
4. The United States federal government should develop wind, solar, and geothermal energy projects in the Arctic to provide sustainable power for Arctic communities.
5. The United States federal government should significantly increase offshore oil and natural gas drilling in the Arctic

· The plan texts cannot be altered, with the exception of adding one of the approved funding mechanisms to the plan text. 
· Affirmative teams need to be ready to defend all portions of the plan text, even if they do not garner advantages off of that portion of the plan texts.

Approved Funding Mechanisms 
· Normal Means
· Deficit Spending
· Grants and Cooperative Agreements: NSF's Office of Polar Programs provides funding through competitive grants and cooperative agreements to researchers and institutions.
· Reallocation of Department of Defense Expenditures 
· Subsidies from the Department of Energy


Novice Policy Rules
· Novice policy limitations will be in effect for the affirmative for all first semester tournaments (unless the tournament host says otherwise). 
· During second semester affirmatives may read any affirmative they choose to, with the exception of kritikal affirmatives. 
· Negative teams are not allowed to read Kritiks or counterplans for the entire season.
· Teams are allowed to read any evidence that they wish when developing affirmative plans, solvency arguments, case turns, disadvantages, topicality arguments etc. The NDCA and MSDI files are great places to start. 

Procedures
· Please feel free to allow novice students who feel like these guidelines are too restrictive to enter another division. Open divisions do not follow these specific restrictions.
· If a team is not following the novice policy rules, novices should finish the round then talk to their coach immediately after. 
· If a team is found to be reading a non-approved plan text, funding mechanism, a counterplan or a kritik they should lose with 3-4 speaks. 

