


Texas Debate

Texas Open 2026

Dear Colleagues, we are pleased to invite you to the Texas Open.
Dates
Saturday Jan 31-Monday February 2, 2026 at the University of Texas at Austin and DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Austin.
Entries
Entries will be accepted in all three divisions – novice, junior varsity, and open. We will accept in-person and online entries in the Open and JV divisions.
JV and Novice divisions will be ADA-sanctioned events. The Open division will not an ADA-sanctioned event.
In Open, there will be eight preliminary rounds of debate competition. It will advance to double-octafinals.
In JV and Novice, there will be six preliminary rounds of debate competition. These divisions will advance half the field.
The topic for debates will be the 2025-2026 CEDA/NDT/ADA Resolution.
The entry deadline is January 23 at 5PM.
Texas debaters are eligible to compete, clear, and receive speaker awards. 
Hybrid entries (two debaters from different universities) are welcome and eligible to clear.
Teams in Open withdrawing from a debate due to illness are eligible to return to competition. Missed rounds will be forfeited. Open teams can miss up to 2 prelims due to illness and reenter the tournament. Debaters exhibiting flu-like symptoms are discouraged from reentering the tournament.
JV/Novice teams are subject to the relevant ADA policies regarding forfeits/mavericks.
Fees
$110 per participant (coach, judge, debater, observer—fees go to food, facilities, and tournament staffing).  Fees will be locked in on Fri, January 23 at 5PM. 
Please pay fees in CASH or by a CHECK made out to the Texas Forensics Union, with DEBATE in the subject line (if possible).
· Please do NOT make checks out to “Texas Debate” or “The University of Texas”.
· If you need paperwork for invoicing purposes, please contact Brendon Bankey (brendonbankey@gmail.com) ASAP.
· Entry fees are expected to be paid in a timely fashion.
Directors wishing to pay online can email me and I will create an invoice through Square. Online invoices will have an additional processing fee.
Please be sure to indicate on Tabroom.com any specific dietary needs/vegetarians/vegans in your contingent, as well as the total head count of your contingent. 
Judging Requirements
· Judges must have a paradigm on Tabroom.com.
· In Open, each school must provide 4 rounds of prelim judging for each of their first two entries. For each team a school enters after its first 5, it must provide 5 rounds of judging per team. 
· Open judges can be assigned to JV or Novice. 
· If a judge cannot be placed above the strike line for the number of debates for which they are committed, the tab room reserves the discretion to increase the commitment(s) of other judges from that school.
· Each judge is obligated through the octafinals of Open. An exemption will be provided to any schools with exclusively JV/Novice entries.
· Judges are expected to judge debates assigned to them by the tournament tab room. 
· Judges must vote for one and only one team in each debate.
· No Show Nuisance Rule: If a judge fails to appear to judge a debate their school will be fined $100 and their top team (determined at the discretion of the tabroom) will forfeit their debate. This policy does not apply to emergency situations. 
Tabroom Staff
Martin Glendinning (Texas), Shunta Jordan (NSDA)
Tournament Procedure
Prelims: Balanced presets, 50% soft strike line for teams still eligible to clear, 60% hard strike line (in event of hard-to-place debate and judge unavailability)
Elims: Yes flip for sides. No side equalization. No breaking brackets. 
Texas Debate will use policies related Sexual Harassment and Discrimination as allowed by laws and procedures governing the University of Texas, its employees, students, and visitors to campus. 
Airport
Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.
Tournament Hotel
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Austin - 6505 N Interstate Hwy 35, Austin, TX 78752 
Hospitality/Meals
Breakfast, lunch, snacks on Saturday and Sunday. That + dinner Saturday. Weather permitting, we will have food stationed outside on the second floor of the UTC. 
Parking 
The tournament strongly encourages that you utilize one of the many public parking facilities on campus. Street parking is generally free on Sunday. 
Suggested garages: 
Brazos – 210 E Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Austin, TX 78712
Conference Center Garage – 1900 University Ave, Austin, TX 78705
San Antonio – 2420 San Antonio St, Austin, TX 78705
If you have a bus or require ADA parking, please email the tournament director to coordinate.
Ride Share Info
Take your ride share to the UTC building. UTC – 105 21st Street West, Austin, TX 78712.
Building Info
UTC – 105 21st Street West, Austin, TX 78712
CBA – 2110 Speedway, Austin, TX 78705 – it will be easier to use the UTC address and cross the street
GSB – 2110 Speedway, Austin, TX 78705 – it will be easier to use the UTC address and cross the street
BEN – 150 E 21st St, Austin, TX 78712
MEZ – 154 W 21st St, Austin, TX 78712
JES – 201 E 21st St, Austin, TX 78712
PAR – 208 W 21st St, Austin, TX 78712
SZB – 1912 Speedway, Austin, TX 78712
RLP – 305 E 23rd St, Austin, TX 78712 – the easiest way to access this building from the UTC/CBA is through the Student Activity Center (SAC). The RLP is opposite the east facing SAC exit.
Smoking Information
Don’t smoke on campus. Vaping counts as smoking. Conveniently, the properties immediately west of the UTC are not considered on campus. Please walk to the intersection of 20th St/Wichita St (behind the church and Greek houses) to smoke. If you choose to go rogue and are confronted by a campus official for smoking on campus, please do not escalate the situation lest you get invited to leave campus and not return. 
Single-Use Restrooms
There are single-use restrooms in several of the competition buildings: CBA, MEZ, SZB, RLP. There are also additional single-use restrooms in the Perry-Castañeda Library (PCL), which is immediately east of the UTC in between the UTC and JES. 
CBA 2.256, 2.258
GAR 2.130, 2.132
MEZ 1.302
PAR 405, 406
PCL 2.302, 2.304, 2.306, 2.308, 2.310

The tournament can provide stable rooms for teams who wish to access single-use restrooms.
Quiet Rooms
The PCL next to the UTC has several designated quiet areas on each floor.
Supplies/Medical Emergencies
Target – 21st/Guad – 2025 Guadalupe St, Austin, TX 78705 – walking distance to competition
FastMed Urgent Care – 3311 N Lamar Blvd, Austin TX 78705 – closest proximity to campus – this is the one we use for the UTNIF
CareNow Urgent Care – South Congress – 208 W Ben White Blvd, Austin TX 78704 – closest proximity to tournament hotel
Internet on Campus
UTGuest. It’s free.
Meetings/Events/Rounds Off
Contact Brendon Bankey if your organization requires a round off.
Graduate Student Awards
The tournament will continue to recognize two graduate students with the Tiara N’aputi and Teddy Albiniak awards for outstanding graduate student coaching. Program directors are welcome to nominate their graduate students for consideration. Preference will be given to PhD students in the field of communication studies.
Constraint Policy
The tournament will use the National Debate Tournament’s constraint policy.

Conflicts of interest in which a judge should preclude themselves from judging a particular team or school include:
i. Previous significant coaching relationship with a debater,
ii. Current or previous romantic relationship with a debater,
iii. Current romantic relationship with a member of the coaching staff of a school,
iv. Familial relationship with a debater or member of the coaching staff of a school,
v. Recent (within the last four academic years) coaching position with a school,
vi. Recent (within the last four academic years) undergraduate competitor for a school,
vii. Collegial relationship in which both the judge and debater coach, chaperone, and/or supervise the same forensics event for a competitive debate program,
viii. Anything else that would create a serious perception of a conflict of interest. Judges are reminded that even seemingly harmless actions may foster a perceived conflict of interest among tournament participants. Judges should avoid conduct that may create such a perception, including but not limited to wagering on tournament events and/or outcomes.
Bank’s House Bank’s Rules
1) Act like you’ve been here.
2) Speak to people like you want people to speak to you.
3) If you can’t do it in a college classroom where you came from, don’t try it here. The Tournament Director reserves the right to disqualify students from competition for egregious conduct.
4) All competition spaces are reserved to the Tournament Director. Only the Tournament Director can deny other fee-paying tournament guests access to competition spaces.
5) The Tournament Director can be expected at all times to make decisions that prioritize the stability of the tournament and the longevity of the Texas Debate program.

Tentative Schedule 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14qKVNZp5bLpRo8mr9mtZv_fci9vBTyWazGHqAXsa1uw


