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INVITATION
December 2025

Dear Speech and Debate Community:
    
The Warren Debate Union within the Department of Writing & Rhetoric invites you to join us February 27-28 for the Spring 2026 University of Mississippi High School Forensics Tournament hosted by the University of Mississippi Office of Outreach and High School Competitions.  We are pleased to offer an in-person, on-campus tournament experience. We are also pleased to have received NIETOC bid tournament designation. 

As the tournament date approaches, you can learn more about the tournament, access updates, and register at the tournament’s Tabroom.com page: http://umiss.tabroom.com/

Also, we will continue a proud tradition by offering the annual Dr. Barbara Lowe Excellence in Forensics Award. The award is made possible through a generous endowment provided by Mr. Martin Dunagin of Houston, Texas. In 2022, Mr. Dunagin passed away from cancer. However, he is still making a positive impact on speech and debate through this award. Mr. Dunagin was a native Mississippian, University of Mississippi alumnus, and a former high school debater.  Dr. Lowe and Mr. Dunagin were debate partners in High School.  To recognize Dr. Lowe's years of dedication, hard work, and overall competitive speech excellence, he sponsored this award. We encourage you to nominate students who exemplify Dr. Lowe’s spirit of commitment. Each attending school may nominate up to two students for the award. Students must be a Junior or Senior in at least their second year of competition.  

The letter of nomination should be submitted to the tournament director, Jacob Justice, via email (jacob.justice.debate@gmail.com) by Sunday February 1, midnight CST. The letter should be submitted by the team Coach and should not be submitted by a parent or student.  A committee consisting of University faculty and students will select the recipient. 
  
We look forward to welcoming you to Oxford!

Sincerely,  

Dr. Jacob Justice
Assistant Professor of Speech Communication and Director of Forensics
The University of Mississippi 
jacob.justice.debate@gmail.com

Dr. Talya Slaw
Assistant Director of Forensics, Instructor of Speech
The University of Mississippi 
tpslaw@olemiss.edu



CONTACT INFORMATION
Jacob Justice (jacob.justice.debate@gmail.com)

Mrs. Rachel Clapper-Davis - MHSAA Coordinator of Speech and Debate (rclapper@madison-schools.com)

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION 

Here are some housekeeping notes:
· Schools may enter up to 10 entries per each Individual Event; 6 entries in Congressional Debate; 6 entries in team and LD debate. Entries may be waitlisted while we determine if more entries can be accommodated. 
· The tournament will use a flighted schedule. Preliminary debates will be held on Friday. Debate elimination rounds and Individual Events preliminary and elimination rounds will be held on Saturday. 
· We would like to remind competitors and coaches that the distance between buildings on campus is quite large.  Do not over-extend your abilities to move between the events in a timely manner.  It is the responsibility of the student to make it to the rounds within the time allotted.   
 
Making Payment 
· Please Make Checks Payable to University of Mississippi (in memo line write Speech & Debate Tournament).  
· We cannot make immediate change if paying with a check over the amount of entry.  We will issue refunds via mail.  
· We will not register a school that does not have the entry fees or Purchase Order (PO) for us to use to issue an invoice to the school.

Entry Fees
· Solo debate or speech: $15
· Partnered debate or speech: $22
· Worlds Schools Debate: $25 per entry

The entry fee prices reflect the fact that these fees enable the tournament to provide, free of charge, Friday dinner and Saturday lunch for both students and judges. 

Judging fees   
· $20 for uncovered IE entry
· $50 for uncovered debate entries (includes all forms of debate) 
· Each school must provide one judge for each two LD debaters or Policy/Public Forum/Worlds Teams.  Schools that cannot provide adequate judges must pay an additional $50.00 for each LD debater or Public Forum/Policy or Worlds Team.  
· Each school must provide one judge for every 7 individual events slots.  Each uncovered slot will cost $20 
· Note: Coaches should plan to judge.  Each school should provide at least one judge. 
· Note: Schools with a judge that does not report for a round must pay a $20 per late round fee if the judge cannot be located in a legitimate area (lounge, judging a round, etc.). No other person can cover for that judge.  Make sure that your judges understand the commitment they make for the tournament day.  

Entry Limits 
· Students entered in all forms of Debate (including Congress) may enter only 1 event in Flight A and 2 events in Flight B. 
· Students may enter only one type of debate event, including Congressional debate.
·  IE students may not enter more than 2 events per flight. 

   Awards 
· Trophies will be awarded to finalists in all events and to the schools and individuals earning the best record at the tournament.
· We will award Top Three Schools in Individual Events and Top Three Schools in Debate. 
· The school earning the best overall record will win The Glen Menna Traveling Championship Trophy.
· In addition, The Rose Bui Memorial Award is awarded to the top performer in 3 or more events with a debate entry counting as 1 of the three events.   

Competitor Rules 
· Storytelling and expository speaking are open to all students regardless of year.
· Students may not use a selection they have used prior to the 2025-2026 school year 
· No student may be a member of more than one duo or duet team.  
· No student may enter the same selection in more than one event.  
· Any student violating one of these rules will be disqualified in all events involved. 

 Rules For Judges
· Judges affiliated with a high school can’t “check-out” of the tournament. Only Ole Miss volunteer judges may check out. If you are registered to judge for a high school, you are expected to be available the whole tournament. No judges should leave the tournament without being cleared by TAB ROOM personnel.
· No smoking. The University of Mississippi is a non-smoking campus, both in buildings and outside. 
· No disclosure. Judges should not disclose or provide oral critiques. We ask judges instead to focus on writing a clear and concise reason for decision on the digital ballot(s).
· No conferring. Judges serving on panels are not to confer with other judges on the panel about the result at any point before all ballots for that round have been handed in at the ballot table.
· Stay one round past elimination. Judges are required to stay one round past the round their team's last entry is eliminated.
· Be constructive on the ballot.  Written comments should always be made in a constructive manner. 
· Please review the event rules.  Judges should read the rules for events in which they are called to judge, and critique according to the rules. Guidelines will be on the ballots used at the tournament.

The University of Mississippi High School Speech and Debate Tournament Schedule
February 27-28, 2026 
FRIDAY – February 27 
4:00 – 4:30 pm                   Debate Registration (3rd Floor Lamar Hall) Worlds (topic announce round 1)
4:30 pm                                   Round 1 – Policy; Preliminary Session – Congress, 
5:00 pm                                   Round 1 – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD, Worlds  
6:00 pm                                   Round 2 – CX, VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD, Worlds (prepared) 
7:00 pm                                   Round 3 – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD, Worlds (prepared) 
7:30 pm                                   Round 3 – Policy; Congress Preliminary Session Ends 
8:00 pm                                   Round 4 – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD – Congress Finals Begin, Worlds       
                                                  (topic announce round 4)  
9:00 pm                                   Round 5 – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD; Round 4 – Policy, Worlds (impromptu)
10:00 pm                                Congress Finals End 
  
SATURDAY – February 28 
8:00 am  Registration for Individual Events (Third Floor Lamar Hall)
                 Round 5 - Worlds (prepared)                  
                 QUARTERFINALS – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD 
                 SEMIFINALS – CX 
9:00 am                               Round 1 – FLIGHT A  (Info, DI, VProse, NProse, Imp, POI, Duet, Expos)
10:00 am                            Extemp Draw 
10:30 am                            Round 1 – FLIGHT B  (HI, Duo, OO, VExtemp, NExtemp, VPoetry, NPoetry, Dec, Story)
12:00 noon                        Round 2 – FLIGHT A  (Info, DI, VProse, NProse, Imp, POI, Duet, Expos)
                                             SEMIFINALS – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD 
                                         FINALS - CX
1:00 pm                               Extemp Draw
1:30 pm                               Round 2 – FLIGHT B (HI, Duo, OO, VExtemp, NExtemp, VPoetry, NPoetry, Dec, Story)
3:00 pm                               SEMIFINALS – FLIGHT A (Info, DI, VProse, NProse, Imp, POI, Duet, Expos)
                                              FINALS – VLD, NLD, VPFD, NPFD 
3:30 pm                               Extemp Draw 
4:00 pm                               SEMIFINALS – FLIGHT B (HI, Duo, OO, VExtemp, NExtemp, VPoetry, NPoetry, Dec, Story)
5:00 pm                                FINALS – FLIGHT A (Info, DI, VProse, NProse, Imp, POI, Duet, Expos)
5:30 pm                                Extemp Draw 
6:00 pm                                FINALS – FLIGHT B (HI, Duo, OO, VExtemp, NExtemp, VPoetry, NPoetry, Dec, Story)
7:30 pm  Awards Ceremony 
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