
Massachusetts Speech and Debate League 
2026 Mardi Gras Speech Carnivale 

Legislation Docket 
 
Welcome to Shrewsbury High School, and welcome to the 2026 Mardi Gras Speech Carnivale! Enclosed, please find 
the following legislation and special information. 
 
Legislative Items for Debate: 
 

• A Bill to Ban Judicial Waiver (Sen. Sinha, Acton-Boxborough RHS) 
• A Bill to Amend Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act to Limit Platform Immunity for 

Algorithmically Amplified Harmful Content (Sen. Vallatharasu, Acton-Boxborough RHS) 
• A Bill to Require Voter ID to Vote (Sen. Mollor, Catholic Memorial) 
• A Resolution to Abolish the Practice of Trying Juveniles as Adults in Court Cases (Sen. Nair, Newton South 

HS) 
• A Bill to End Cobalt Imports to Protect Human Rights (Sen. Suryanarayan, Shrewsbury HS) 
• Super Session: A Bill to Reinstate the Endangerment Finding (MSDL) 

 

Happy New Year! 
 
Great work so far on making this a fantastic season! Here are some updates: 
 

• Thirty-five competitors are already fully qualified for the State Championship Tournament in April! 
Remember, you can earn a bid if your cumulative preliminary round rankings place you in the top six or the 
top half of your chamber. Qualifying for Super Session also earns you a bid. 

• Nineteen competitors are on the bubble with a single bid – these students need just one more bid to qualify. 
 
Quick Notes from the Chair 
 
I can't wait to see everyone back in action at MSDL after our long break! I know many of you have been keeping 
busy with other competitions and working hard during national qualifier season. With Mardi Gras and two more 
tournaments ahead, you have three great opportunities left to earn your spot at States. If you’ve already qualified, 
use these upcoming events to keep building your skills—try out advanced strategies like crystallizing your 
arguments and weighing impacts to stand out even more.  

 
Your progress this season has been amazing—it's truly inspiring to watch the growth, dedication, and energy each 
of you brings to the chamber. Keep up the great work!  
 
Best of luck to everyone preparing for this tournament! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Joe Bowden 
MSDL Chair of Congress 
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 A Resolution to Abolish the Practice of Trying Juveniles as 
Adults in Court Cases 
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WHEREAS, The United States stands alone in allowing minors to be prosecuted as 

adults and be sentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole; 

and 

WHEREAS, Neuroscience and psychological studies have consistently shown that 

adolescent brains are in the process of fully developing and growing, 

specifically in terms of impulse control, emotional regulation, and risk 

assessment; and 

WHEREAS, The U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly determined that children are 

constitutionally different from adults regarding criminal culpability and 

sentencing in cases like Roper vs. Simmons (2005) and Graham vs. Florida 

(2010); and 

WHEREAS, Research reveals that children tried as adults face higher risks of abuse, 

violence and isolation in adult correctional facilities, which leads to higher 

rates of recidivism and trauma; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the goal of the criminal justice system should be rehabilitation and 

the reintegration of minor offenders into society, which is more achievable 

through the juvenile justice system than through adult court processes; 

and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled should abolish the practice of 

trying minors as adults, and instead, ensure that juveniles who commit 

criminal offenses are placed into the juvenile justice system, where they 

are offered a better chance at treatment and support for reintegration. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Ryana Nair of Newton South High School.  
 



 



  
A Bill to Reinstate the Endangerment Finding 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency shall reinstate 2 

the Endangerment Finding and the Cause or Contribute Finding issued on 3 

December 7, 2009, under section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. § 4 

7521(a)). These findings state that the current and projected 5 

concentrations of the six well-mixed greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 6 

endanger public health and welfare, and that emissions of these gases 7 

from new motor vehicles and new motor vehicle engines contribute to 8 

such air pollution. The rescission of these findings, finalized by the 9 

Environmental Protection Agency on February 12, 2026, is hereby 10 

repealed, restoring the agency's authority to regulate greenhouse gas 11 

emissions from motor vehicles under the Clean Air Act as it existed prior 12 

to that date. 13 

SECTION 2. "Greenhouse gases" means the six well-mixed greenhouse gases 14 

identified in the 2009 Endangerment Finding: carbon dioxide (CO₂), 15 

methane (CH₄), nitrous oxide (N₂O), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), 16 

perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF₆). 17 

SECTION 3. The Environmental Protection Agency shall enforce this legislation. 18 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect immediately upon passage. All laws in 19 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.20 

 
Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 

for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 
policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 

  


	Happy New Year!

