Clear Falls High School
4380 Village Way
League City, TX 77573
 
You are cordially invited to the 11th annual
Clear Falls Knight Invitational Tournament
Hosted by the Clear Falls Knights Debate, Speech, and Interpretation Team
October 31st and November 1st, 2025
Greetings,
On behalf of Clear Falls High School and the NSDA chapter of Clear Falls High School, we would like to invite you to participate in our 11th Clear Falls Knight Invitational Tournament.  Our tournament will be a TFA IQT as well as a NIETOC qualifying bid tournament.
We will be hosting open divisions of all TFA IQT events, as well as non-qualifying events like Impromptu, Prose, and Poetry.  We will also have novice divisions of Extemp Speaking, Public Forum, and Lincoln-Douglas Debate.  Clear Falls students may be entered in the tournament and will be eligible for advancement to Final rounds, awards, and IQT points. Rounds with Clear Falls entries will be judged by hired and/or non-Clear Falls school judges to ensure fairness in judging.
Please check out the rest of our invitation to see our entry fees, revised judging requirements, and more.
Event champions will receive engraved plaques, while Runners-Up and 3rd place/Semifinalists will receive engraved mini plaques.  Other finalists in IEs and Congress will receive medals.  The Individual Sweepstakes Champion will receive our signature Knight Trophy.  The Team Sweepstakes Champion Team will take home the Castle Traveling Team Trophy to recognize the top team sweepstakes placing school.   The 2023 and 2024 winning school – Elkins High School – will be recognized with a permanent replacement for their trophy case.
Thank you and we hope you'll join us.
Sincerely,
Mr. Tomas Cosenza
Head Coach - Clear Falls Knights Debate, Speech, and Interpretation Team

Important Deadlines
Entries will be due by 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 28th to allow us to finalize our judging contracts and ensure a smooth and competitive tournament.  This is also when your registration fees will lock-in.
Judge registration will be required at the time of school registration.  Schools may request hired judging to cover some of their obligation, but all schools must have 1 judge available while their students are competing.  Judges will be obligated to judge 1 round past when their last student is eliminated or competes in their final round.  Judges may be asked to judge any event, but we will try to accommodate event requests.  Only adult judges will be counted towards a school’s judging obligation.  We will be using Tabroom.com for balloting and tabulation, so please make sure judges bring a device that will facilitate writing comments (in other words, something besides a smartphone).
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
CLEAR FALLS KNIGHT INVITATIONAL
Friday, October 31st and Saturday, November 1st, 2025
FRIDAY – Please enter at the CFHS Auditorium entrance if arriving after 3:00 p.m.
2:00 – 3:00 PM	Check-In in the CFHS Auditorium.  As soon as we can move to the CFHS Commons, we’ll move pre-tournament check-in there.
3:30 PM		Debate Rd. 1, Congress Prelims, 
5:30 PM		Debate Rd. 2. 
7:00 PM		Congress Finals, WSD Impromptu Prep
7:30 – 9:30		Debate Rd. 3, 
SATURDAY
8:30 AM		Extemp Draw in CFHS Auditorium
9:00 AM		All IE’s, Duo, and Duet – Round 1/Prelims
10:30 AM		Debate Rd. 4, NLD/NPF/CX/WSD Elims
Noon			All IE’s, Duo, and Duet – Round 2/Semis, Rd. 2/Semis Extemp Draw
12:30 PM		Rd. 2/Semis Extemp
1:30 PM		LD/PF Elims (single-flighted), NPF/NLD/WSD/CX Elims (if needed)
2:30 PM		LD/PF Elims (single-flighted)
3:30 PM		All IE’s, Duo, and Duet Finals, Finals Extemp Draw 
4:00 PM		Finals Extemp 
5:00 PM		LD/PF Elims (single-flighted, if necessary) 
6:00 PM		LD/PF Elims (single-flighted, if necessary)
Elimination rounds will be accelerated as cross entries and judge availability allows.
Entry Fees for the 2025 Clear Falls Knight Invitational
IE's, Duo, Duet, Congress, NLD, and NPF: $20 per entry
Varsity LD Debate: $30 per entry
Varsity PF Debate: $30 per entry
CX Debate: $40 per entry
WSD Debate: $30 per entry
School Fee: $50 per school.
Debate Hired/Missing Judge Fee: $200
IEs Hired/Missing Judge Fee: $150
Wait List Policy
Each school may register up to 4 entries per event.  Additional entries will be wait-listed to ensure all schools have access to every event.  We will clear those wait-lists before the entry deadline so that schools can finalize their travel arrangements accordingly.

Judge Requirements and Uncovered Entries Judging Fees
All schools must provide 1 adult available to judge as needed by the tournament for all rounds occurring while their students are competing and to be available for 1 round past their elimination or final round participation.
Schools with 5 or more entries in Debate events must provide a 2nd judge or pay for a hired judge to cover their obligation.
Schools with 10 or more entries in IEs, Duo, or Duet must provide a 2nd judge or pay for a hired judge to cover their obligation.
No school will be required to cover more than 2 judging obligations, although if you have additional adult judges that you could provide the tournament, we can negotiate a discount on your entry fees (email us if interested).
Tournament Information and Rules of Conduct
1. All competing students must be supervised by an employee of the school or school district they are representing or a certified adult supervisor traveling with the permission of the head coach.  The supervising coach or adult must also be available throughout the tournament until all of their students are eliminated or have finished competing in their final rounds.  Maverick student entries will not be accepted.
2. All students, coaches, judges, and guests are asked to abide by a few conduct rules:
A. Students, coaches, and judges should all abide by the Code of Conduct of the Texas Forensic Association found here.  This includes respecting the rights of everyone to have a competition free from harrassment, bullying, and other offensive and inappropriate behaviors.  Persons found in violation of the Code of Conduct in letter or in spirit will be expelled from the tournament, notification will be made to TFA and the offending school's administration, and will not be welcomed back to a tournament hosted by Clear Falls High School again.
B. Our tournament will follow the guidelines established by our governing bodies (TFA, NSDA) in regards to evidence usage, in-round communication, and other event-specific rules.  Please ensure your students are fully aware of what is within and outside of the rules for each event they are competing in.  These can be found on the TFA and NSDA websites respectively.  Declamation will use the NSDA’s rules, however students may present from a manuscript without a mandated penalty, although judges may evaluate engagement if they are overly script-dependent.
3. Sweeptstakes points will be awarded to entries based on the following formula:
Varsity IE's, Duo/Duet, and Congress: 1st (30), 2nd (25), 3rd (20), 4th (15), 5th (10), 6th (5), 7th (2), and 8th (1).  7th and 8th only if necessary.
Varsity TFA Debate events: 1st (30), 2nd (25), Semifinalist (20), Quarterfinalist (10), Octofinalist (5). Octofinalist only if necessary.
Novice Extemp: 1st (15), 2nd (12.5), 3rd (10), 4th (7.5), 5th (5), 6th (2.5).  7th and 8th only if necessary (1).
Novice Debate events: 1st (15), 2nd (12.5), Semifinalist (10), Quarterfinalist (5), Octofinalist (2.5). Octofinalist only if necessary.
4. Students are expected to arrive 10-15 minutes before Extemp Draw and at the start of each debate round to ensure their technology is up and running.  We will enforce the TFA 15-minute rule for Debate events to ensure a smooth and efficient tournament experience for everyone.
5. For the purposes of our tournament, a novice is defined as a student in their first year of competition in a secondary school (high school).
6. For finals of individual events and semifinals and finals of debate events, we will make every possible effort to panel judges (as long as we have enough judges).  TFA qualifying events will have paneled final rounds.
7. The Champion Team will be recognized on our Castle Traveling Trophy.  This traveling trophy has become a tradition for our Knight Invitational. The winning team gets to keep the traveling trophy for a year and upon returning it, will receive a permanent trophy for their trophy case, while we add an engraved name plate to the trophy to recognize that team and their Head Coach(es).  
8. Students may cross enter in up to 3 events in IEs, Duo, and Duet, but do so at their own peril.  They should compete in whichever event they are scheduled to go earlier and if possible sign-in to their later scheduled cross entered event.  Debate competitors may not cross enter in another debate event.  Students who advance to semifinals or finals in multiple events are responsible for attending to their rounds as quickly as possible.  If a judge has given a student what is deemed to be sufficient time (by the tournament staff) to arrive and that student has not made a good faith effort to arrive to that round, they will be given last place in the round or forfeit the round in debate.  Students who may advance to elimination rounds should not spectate rounds when postings are anticipated.  The tournament cannot be held up by students watching other performances or losing track of time.
For the 2025 Knight Invitational, we will be using the following topics for the following events:
Public Forum Debate (Varsity and Novice): November/December 2025 Topic – Resolved: The United States federal government should require technology companies to provide lawful access to encrypted communications.
Lincoln-Douglas Debate (Varsity and Novice): November/December 2025 Topic – Resolved: The United States ought to rewild substantial tracts of land.
Policy Debate: 2025-2026 Topic -Resolved: The United States federal government should significantly increase its exploration and/or development of the Arctic.
Congressional Debate: From the Fall 2025 TFA Docket – We will use the Region 4 Congress Scaffold as follows: Prelims 16-20, Semis 26-30 (if needed), Finals 21-25
World Schools Debate: The following prepared motions will be used from the TFA November WSD Motions list. Rds. 1 and 2: This House would regulate artificial intelligence as a public utility. Rd. 3:Impromptu Motion. Semifinals (if needed): This House, as the EU, would ban member nations from importing Russian natural gas.. Finals: Impromptu Motion (if semifinals are held) OR This House, as the EU, would ban member nations from importing Russian natural gas. (if no semifinal round is held)
Extemp Speaking:
DX Prelims – The Judicial Branch, DX Semis/Rd. 2 – The Legislative Branch, DX Finals – The Executive Branch.  These are all in reference to the federal government’s 3 branches of government.
IX Prelims – NATO, IX Semis/Rd. 2 – OAS, IX Finals – UN.  These are all in reference to international bodies/organizations.
NX Prelims – International News, NX Semis/Rd. 2 – U.S. News, DX Finals – The U.S. and World Economy.
Impromptu Speaking:
Rd. 1 – Serious Quotes
Rd. 2/Semifinals – Funny Quotes
Finals - Apps


