
 

A Bill to Implement Day Fines to  
Improve the Criminal Justice System 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The United States shall use a day fine system for all finable offenses 

under Federal Criminal Law and encourage states to use a similar day fine system under 

their State Criminal Laws.  

                                A)   Day Fines shall be structured as follows: severity of the crime shall 

determine the amount of days the fine shall be applied across, and the daily income of the 

offender shall determine the amount paid per day.  

                                B)   The following guidelines shall be followed for federal offenses: 35% 

of a person’s net daily income times 30-90 days for misdemeanor, and 60-120 days for 

felony offenses.   

                                C) States can determine their own individual guidelines, as long as they 

do not exceed fining below 20% or above 50% of a person’s net daily income, and as long 

as they do not exceed applying the fine over more than 90 days for infractions and 

misdemeanors, and 120 days for felony offenses.   

                                D)   Any States that do not have fine systems in line with these 

guidelines shall lose 35% of allocated Federal Aid Highway funding. 

                                E)   All federal revenue generated by the Day Fine systems shall be 

allocated to the Federal Bureau of Prisons for improving the federal prison system. 

SECTION 2.            “Day Fines” shall be defined as a form of progressive fine system, in 

which the fine amount is based on the severity of the crime, and the daily income of the 

offender. 

SECTION 3. The following departments shall oversee the implementation of this 

legislation: 

                                A)  The Department of Justice shall be in charge of restructuring the 

Federal Fine system, as well as overseeing the implementation of the aforementioned 

guidelines by the states. 

                                B) The Department of Transportation shall be in charge of revoking the Federal Aid  

                                Highway funding if these guidelines are not followed. 

SECTION 4. Day fines shall be implemented on the Federal level no later than the 

start of Fiscal Year 2028.  State guidelines must be implemented by Fiscal Year 2029.  

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

  

 Introduced for Congressional Debate by Aidan Vedder of Southern Lehigh High School 






















