The Gladiator Debates
Invitation

Dear Colleagues –

I would like to cordially invite all of you to the Gladiator Debates at Johns Creek High School on October 4th, 2025.  Our goal has always been to offer a high standard of competition for all Policy, Lincoln-Douglas, Public Forum, and Speech events, with a quick paced schedule and high-level judges in a cordial environment.  It is our pleasure to put on our tournament for the 17th straight year, and, as always, offer our patent pending challenge format (administered by authentic Roman gladiator Smilius Maximus) for the Varsity Policy elimination rounds.  Any questions?  Please ask, and I hope to see you at JCHS in October.

See you soon,

Ben Schultz
Director of Debate
Johns Creek HS








Schedule

Gladiator Debates Schedule (Varsity Debate – CX, LD, PF)


Saturday
7:30-8:15 AM		Registration in the Media Center
8:30 AM		Rnd 1
10:30 AM 		Rnd 2
12:30 PM		Lunch
1:15 PM		Rnd 3
3:30 PM		Rnd 4
6:00			Awards
**All remaining elimination rounds to follow awards**












Gladiator Debates Schedule (JV/Novice Debate – CX, LD, PF)


Saturday
7:30-8:15 AM		Registration in the Media Center
8:30 AM		Rnd 1
10:30 AM 		Rnd 2
12:30 PM		Lunch
1:15 PM		Rnd 3
3:30 PM		Rnd 4
6:00			Awards
**All remaining elimination rounds to follow awards**












Gladiator Debates Schedule (all Individual Events)

Saturday
7:15 – 8:30:		Registration (JCHS Media Center)
9:00			Rnd 1 
10:30			Rnd 2
12:00 – 1:00		Lunch
1:00			Rnd 3
2:30			Rnd 4
4:30			Elimination Round
6:00			Awards

Entry Fees

Big Question Debate (!!):  $25

Rookie Policy Debate:  $40
Novice Policy Debate:  $40
Varsity Policy Debate:  $40

Novice LD Debate:  $20
Varsity LD Debate:  $20

Novice PF Debate:  $40
Varsity PF Debate:  $40

Dramatic Interpretation:  $25
Extemporaneous Speaking:  $25
Farrago:  $25000
Humorous Interpretation:  $25
Impromptu Speaking:  $25
Informative Speaking:  $25
Original Oratory:  $25
POI:  $25


Hired Judging

Varsity Policy/LD Hired Judge (2 teams):  $150
Varsity PF Judge (2 teams):  $150
Novice Debate (CX, LD, PF) Judge:  $150
Speech Judge (5 entries):  $150
















Tournament Rules and Procedures


Topics for Debate:

The Gladiator Invitational will use the 2025-2026 high school policy debate resolution:  Resolved: The United States federal government should significantly increase its exploration and/or development of the Arctic.

The Gladiator Invitational will use the September/October 2025 high school Lincoln-Douglas debate resolution:  Resolved: In the United States criminal justice system, plea bargaining is just.

The Gladiator Invitational will use the September/October 2025 high school Public Forum debate resolution for September/October:  Resolved: The United Kingdom should rejoin the European Union.



The Challenge Format:

For the 17th consecutive year, the Gladiator Invitational is pleased to offer a “challenge” format to determine its varsity policy bracket for elimination rounds.  Popular in the Wisconsin debate circuit of the 90s, and brought to Johns Creek by former Head Gladiator Jeremy “Maximus Aurelius” Spiegel, the challenge format allows for the top seeds, in descending order from the 1st seed, to choose the teams they wish to compete against in the elimination rounds.  The first seed will be given the first challenge, and they can elect to debate anyone in the elimination pool.  Once that challenge is made, the next highest seed that has not previously been challenged can make their challenge towards one of the teams remaining who has not received an opponent.  Normal elimination round behavior will commence post the festivities, which this year will be moderated by the only man in Georgia to receive the highest order “challenge degree” from the Gladiator institute in Rome:  Adam Smiley.  



Novice Judging Addendum

We are mindful of the Gladiator Invitational’s position as one of the first handful of tournaments new novices will debate at throughout the school year.  Along with an exhortation to novices judges to please be kind in general, and focus on the positives they saw in round, we are asking that no novice round be stopped early for any decorum breeches regarding clipping.  We have had issues in the past where what is somewhat commonplace in varsity, ie to stop the round after clipping has been observed, has been applied to novice debates at our tournament.  That type of judging in this division is unacceptable at our tournament – if clipping is observed in the round on a repeated basis throughout the speech or round, please feel free to take a few moments to explain (as nicely as possible) to the competitors in question that what they are doing is not correct, and allow them to correct it in the next speech.  

Georgia Novice Packet Files Available at the Gladiator Debates:

· Domain Awareness Aff and Neg (not including the Diplomacy counterplan in the NDCA version of the file)
· Science Diplomacy Aff and Neg (not including the Track 2 counterplan in the NDCA version of the file)
· Russian Appeasement DA (vs. Science Diplomacy)
· Strategic Stability DA (vs. Domain Awareness)
· Arctic Council DA (vs. Domain Awareness only, but the Science Diplomacy case neg has an Arctic Council turn in it that makes a similar argument)
· China Soft Power DA (vs. both)






Rookie Debate Addendum

We will be offering a Rookie division of policy debate.  This division was adopted in 2020 by the GFCA to help students ease into policy debate.  It offers a modified version of a full debate to help students in their first four tournaments.  The primary goal of the rookie division is learning.  If your students attended debate camps or did middle school debate, this is not the division for them. 

For this tournament, students in the rookie division are only allowed to read from the following files:
· 
Domain Awareness Aff and Neg (not including the Diplomacy counterplan in the NDCA version of the file)
· Science Diplomacy Aff and Neg (not including the Track 2 counterplan in the NDCA version of the file)
· Russian Appeasement DA (vs. Science Diplomacy)
· Strategic Stability DA (vs. Domain Awareness)
· Arctic Council DA (vs. Domain Awareness only, but the Science Diplomacy case neg has an Arctic Council turn in it that makes a similar argument)
· China Soft Power DA (vs. both)

