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A LEADING AMERICAN UNIVERSITY WITH INTERNATIONAL REACH

2025 Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin 

	Big Red Pod

Rae Fournier
Western Kentucky University 
	White Squirrel Pod

Payten Luaders
Truman State University

	Grant McKeever
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

	Zachary Wallenburg
University of Nebraska-Lincoln



	Taylor Tate
Texas State University  
	Zach Jones
University of North Texas 

	Anne Smith

Lewis and Clark College

Sebastian Glos
Florida State University
	Sage Carter
Western Kentucky University

Quinn Largent

Kansas City Kansas Community College




We are pleased to announce the participants of the 2025 Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin.  This field’s competitive background is the strongest in the event’s history, and after much deliberation we are proud to host these 10 superb debaters.  
We are also pleased to announce that we will offer an award for each student selected to participate in the round robin. 
We ask that judges do not orally disclose their decisions, and instead use the deliberation time to write more in-depth reasons for decision and feedback.
Entry fees are $50 dollars per debater, and we ask that each team provide 1 qualified judge per entry.  Hired judges can be arranged at a cost of 125 dollars. (We will pay the Hired Judge the entire 125)  

Please email chadwickmeadows@gmail.com with any questions.
2025 Rising Stars Challenge 

	Ameya Puranik
Western Kentucky University 
	Kole Ingram
Western Kentucky University

	Ryan Franklin
Truman State University


	Ben Croat
Truman State University



	Ellie Weeks

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Daniel Solares 
Fullerton
	Olivia Walker
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Gabrielle Smith
Fullerton


We are pleased to announce the participants of the 2025 Rising Stars Challenge.  This field’s competitive background is among the strongest in the event’s history, and after much deliberation we are proud to host these 6 superb debaters.  
We are also pleased to announce that we will offer an award for each student selected to participate in the rising stars challenge. 
We ask that judges do not orally disclose their decisions, and instead use the deliberation time to write more in-depth reasons for decision and feedback.
Entry fees are $50 dollars per debater, and we ask that each team provide 1 qualified judge.  Hired judges can be arranged at a cost of 100 dollars. 

Please email chadwickmeadows@gmail.com with any questions.
Schedule (both events)

Coffee and Light Refreshments 8:00 A.M. (COHH 4123)
Round 1

8:30 A.M. Debate Begins

9:30 A.M. Deliberation

10:00 A.M. Decision Deadline
*Pacific Time debaters will receive their bye in this debate.
Round 2

10:00 A.M. Debate Begins

11:00 A.M. Deliberation

11:30 Decision Deadline
Lunch (Downing Student Union)
12:00-1:00
Round 3

1:00 P.M. Debate Begins

2:00 P.M. Deliberation

2:30 P.M. Decision Time

Round 4 
2:30 P.M. Debate Begins

3:30 P.M. Deliberation

4:00 P.M. Decision Time

Round 5 (Rising Stars Final Round)
4:00 P.M. Debate Begins
5:00 P.M. Deliberation
5:30 P.M. Decision Time

Finals

6:00 P.M. Announcement of Speaker Awards and Final Round Introductions
6:30 P.M. (asap) Final Debate Begins

8:00 P.M. (asap) Announcement of Decision.
Logistics

Hybrid

Online debates will be held on a WKU client Zoom account.  Judges and students should ensure their Zoom software is updated and ensure they have audio and visual software to support online debate.

Parking

In person teams parking on campus should pick up a guest parking pass at COHH 4123.  Guest parking passes will work for lots in any zone, please do not park in spaces reserved for handicapped parking, reserved parking spaces, or 24 hour enforced parking.  
We suggest: Ogden Lot, College Hill Lot, and Park Street Lot

https://www.wku.edu/transportation/maps/2023-2024_full_parking_map.pdf
Buildings
Building used: Kelly Thompson Hall (KTH) and College High Hall (COHH)

https://www.wku.edu/campusmap.php
Internet

Competitors should be able to connect to the WKU Guest Network without a password.
Tabulation
Presets
Alexis Elliott Memorial Round Robin - Debates 1-5 will be preset within pods.

Rising Stars Challenge – Debates 1-4 will be preset, Round 5 will be the Rising Stars Final Round.  Students in the Rising Stars challenge will be able to view the Alexis Elliott Memorial Final Round.
Final Round Tiebreakers
Tiebreaking procedures will be – Ballots, total speaker points, adjusted speaker points, Z-Score

Speaker points will be to 30 with steps of .1

Topic 
Debates will be on the 2024-2025 Debate Resolution:  The United States federal government should substantially increase prohibitions on the development and/or use of artificial intelligence in one or more of the following areas: law enforcement, automation, and/or privacy..
The Spirit Makes the Master
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