Invitation for the Rutgers University-Newark Brick City Round Robin. 

Tournament
 In the spirit of the Pittsburgh Panthers, we here at Rutgers would like to invite you to the Brick City Round Robin at Rutgers University-Newark hosted from January 18th – 19th at Rutgers University-Newark.  I recommend you fly in on the 17th, departing late on the 19th or early on the 20th. We will have two (2) pods of six (6) teams each, for 12. Each team will have five (5) preliminary debates with a semi-final, then we will have a final round between the top teams of each pod. 

Tournament Hotel and Transportation
The campus and the hotels are all within minutes of the Newark International Airport and are easily accessible through Uber and public transportation. While there is no hotel block, we suggest booking at Hampton Inn & Suites Newark-Harrison Hotel: 

Hampton Inn & Suites Newark-Harrison Hotel
100 Passaic Avenue
Harrison NJ 07029
(973) 483-1900

Parking – School is out and all the gates to the staff lots are up and are free to park in all weekend if you do decide to drive. I would recommend the lot near the CPS building on Bleeker street right next to Engelhard Hall which is most of the tournament will take place. 

Main Competition Site 
Engelhard Hall
190 University Avenue 
Newark, NJ 07102

The parking lot near SPAA is at 111 Washington Street. You can't miss it if you turn onto Bleeker Street right after SPAA. 

Food – We will provide two breakfasts and two lunches, with a dinner/reception on Sunday night following the final round. Snacks and drinks will be available to participants throughout the tournament in Engelhard Hall.

Contact Information
· Tournament Director: Willie Johnson (917) 659-8405 or wilj.nyudlaa@gmail.com
· Tabulation Staff: Carlos Astacio carlito2692@gmail.com 
Fees – We will charge $150 per person and a $50 school fee. We will be running the tournament at cost and the fees cover the use of the space, awards, and food. Please make all checks out to Rutgers University.

Awards - We have some outstanding awards for the tournament and will be awarding the top 3 speakers in each pod plus the 3rd place team from each pod. The first-place and second-place teams from each pod will advance to a semi-final round and receive a semi-finalist, finalist, or champion award. 

We have a selection committee of some of the best directors in the game: 
John Turner 
Mikaela Malsin
Devane Murphy
Vida Chiri
Beau Larson 
Deven Cooper 


Schedule and Deadlines (EST) 
 
Friday, January 10th Parings Released for the Round Robin

Friday, January 17th 
7 PM-9PM —Registration Check-in online/campus SPAA
 
Saturday, January 18th
9:00 AM—Breakfast
10:00 AM—Round 1
12:15 PM—Round 2
2:00 PM—Lunch
3:30 PM—Round 3
5:45 PM—Round 4
 
Sunday, January 19th  
9:00 AM—Breakfast served
10:00 AM—Round 5
12:30PM—Lunch/Awards
2:30 PM—Semi-Finals
5:30 PM—Final Round
7:30 PM—Reception/Dinner


Tournament Procedures - We will debate the 2024-2025 Cross Examination Debate Association annual resolution: 

Resolved: The United States Federal Government should adopt a clean energy policy for decarbonization in the United States, including a market-based instrument.

The tournament employs the 9-3-6 format, with 10 minutes of preparation time allocated to each team. 


Harassment/Ethics - The CEDA statement on Sexual Harassment will be upheld. The tournament and its participants will adhere to CEDA Bylaws regarding the Statement on Ethical Principle and the A.B.A.P. Digital Bill of Rights


Judging – Each school is required to provide one judge per team entered. Please send the tournament your judge information if you have not done so already.

Each judge will be required to declare one and only one winner and one and only one loser in each debate to which they are assigned by the tabroom.com

Judges will also be required to assign speaker points and speaker ranks to each participant in the debate. In each debate, speakers are rated on a scale of 1- 30, including tenths of a point, with no ties. Speaker ranks are accepted in whole numbers only from 1 to 4. 

Judges are required to render a decision in accordance with the aforementioned criteria no more than 2.5 hours beyond the designated start time of any debate that they are assigned by the tab room to adjudicate. Judges are required to submit written reasons for decision in each debate. Decisions must be entered on-time but written decisions will be due prior to awards on 7 pm Sunday. 


