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A Bill to Prohibit the Commercialization of AI-Generated Art
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
It shall be unlawful for any individual, company, or other entity to receive monetary gain from the sale, creation, distribution, or licensing of AI-generated art.

Section 2.
Definitions: 

A. Artificial Intelligence (AI): technology that enables computers and machines to simulate human learning, comprehension, problem-solving, decision-making, creativity, and autonomy.
B. Monetary Gain: Any form of financial compensation, including but not limited to sales revenue, licensing fees, and advertising income.

Section 3.
The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) shall be responsible for enforcing this Act and may promulgate regulations as necessary to carry out its provisions. Any individual or entity found in violation of this Act shall be subject to:

A. A civil fine not exceeding $100,000 per violation.

B. Forfeiture of any monetary gain derived from the commercialization of AI-generated art.

SECTION 4. 
This legislation will take effect 180 days after passage.

SECTION 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Brookings High School.
A Resolution to Reduce Unplanned Pregnancies Through Increased Access to Contraception
WHEREAS,
Teen pregnancy is still a problem in the US; and

WHEREAS,
Girls who get pregnant have a better than 80% chance of dropping out of school; and
WHEREAS,
One-third of all female drop-outs cite pregnancy as the main factor; and
WHEREAS, 
Unwanted and unplanned pregnancies have a negative effect on individual lives, family structures, and society as a whole; and 

WHEREAS, 
Access to contraception has a positive effect on lowering teen pregnancy rates; and

WHEREAS, 
Schools are a necessary and effective agent in helping deal with current social problems faced by young people; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED,
That the Congress here assembled supports high schools and colleges distributing contraception to any student who wants it regardless of age; and, be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED,
that such access should not be subject to the decision of anyone other than the student making the request.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Huron High School.
A Bill to Establish a Pathway to Citizenship for DACA and Documented Dreamer Immigrants

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
Children who have been brought to the United States under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program and children residing in the U.S. as Documented Dreamers, should be given legal protections and a process for permanent residency and citizenship. 
SECTION 2. 
Definitions: 

A. DACA refers to an individual who was brought to the United States as a child, was granted temporary protected status under DACA, and is currently a resident of the United States.
C. Documented Dreamer refers to a child of a foreign worker who entered the United States legally on a temporary work visa, such as the H- 1B visa, and who faces deportation when they turn 21, despite having grown up in the United States.
Section 3.
DACA
A. Any individual who was granted DACA status and continues to meet the eligibility requirements as set by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) shall be eligible to apply for a pathway to citizenship through a process that includes: 

a. A clear background check

b. Proof of educational attainment or military service

c. Proof of employment and tax contribution to the U.S.
B. DACA recipients shall be granted temporary legal status with the opportunity to apply for permanent residency after a period of five years, assuming continued compliance with U.S. law.

C. DACA recipients shall be provided with protections against deportation while they await the outcome of their citizenship applications.
SECTION 4. 
Dreamers
A. Documented Dreamers who were brought to the United States legally as a child of a foreign worker with a temporary visa shall be eligible for a pathway to citizenship upon reaching the age of 21.
B. Documented Dreamers who turn 21 and have no criminal history or other violation of U.S. law will be allowed to apply for permanent residency.
C. To be eligible for a pathway to citizenship, Documented Dreamers must:

a. Have graduated from a U.S. high school or achieved an equivalent secondary education.

b. Be enrolled in a post-secondary education program or have a history of meaningful employment in the U.S. for at least two years.

Section 5.
A transnational visa shall be provided to individuals who turn 21 but are unable to secure permanent residency immediately, ensuring they maintain legal status while their citizenship applications are processed.
Section 6. 
The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) shall be allocated additional resources to improve the efficiency and fairness of the application process.
Section 7. 
This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2026.
SECTION 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Aberdeen Central High School
An Act to Establish the Crime of Threatening or Intimidating an Election Official or Election Worker and Declare an Emergency
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
Any person who, directly or indirectly, utters or addresses any threat or intimidation to an election official or election worker with the intent to improperly influence an election is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.
Section 2.
Definitions:
A. Election Worker: an individual who is an election official, poll worker, or election volunteer in connection with the administration of an election for a Federal office.
SECTION 3. 
As is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist. 
Section 4.
This legislation will take effect immediately upon passage.
SECTION 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Watertown High School.
A Bill to Protect Americans from Gun Violence

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
A. Prohibition of Semi-Automatic Assault Rifles: It shall be unlawful for any 
                                  person or entity to manufacture, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of 
                                  any semi-automatic assault rifle within the United States.
B. Prohibition of High-Capacity Magazines: It shall be unlawful for any person or entity to manufacture, sell, offer for sale, or transfer ownership of any high-capacity magazine within the United States.
D. Exceptions: 
1. Sales and transfers to law enforcement agencies, military personnel, or other government entities where necessary for official duties.

2. Weapons manufactured and designed for use by persons with disabilities, including those with specialized grips or other assistive features.

Section 2.
Definitions:
B. Semi-Automatic Assault Rifle: Any firearm capable of firing a cartridge for each pull of the trigger, designed for rapid fire and possessing features commonly associated with military or tactical rifles. This includes, but is not limited to, rifles with detachable magazines, pistol grips, folding stocks, or flash suppressors.

C. High-Capacity Magazine: A magazine capable of holding more than 10 rounds of ammunition. 

SECTION 3. 
This Act shall be enforced by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), in coordination with state and local law enforcement agencies.
D. Violation of the law will include 1 year in federal prison and a $10,000 fine for each violation. 
Section 4.
This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2025.

SECTION 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Emersen Lee - Lennox High School

A Bill to Provide Tax Breaks for Businesses Offering Paid Parental Leave
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
Eligible businesses providing paid parental leave benefits shall be considered eligible for a federal income tax credit.
SECTION 2. 
Definitions: 

A. Paid Parental Leave:  Leave of at least 12 weeks off from employment following the birth, adoption, or foster placement of a child where the employee is compensated for at least 50% of their regular wages.
B. Eligible Business: any business entity, including corporations, partnerships, and sole proprietorships, that employs more than 10 full-time workers.
Section 3.
The Department of Labor shall be responsible for the enforcement of this Act. Any eligible business that offers paid parental leave for their employees during parental leave shall be eligible for a federal income tax credit.
A. The tax credit shall be calculated as 25% of the total cost of the paid parental leave benefits provided by the business, up to a maximum of $100,000 per year.
B. Businesses shall be required to submit documentation of paid parental leave benefits with annual tax reports to claim the tax credit. 
C. The paid parental leave may be taken wholly or in part and can be utilized within 12 months of the child’s birth or placement.
D. The business must not reduce employee compensation or benefits as a result of providing paid parental leave.

Section 4.
This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2025

Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Brookings High School.
A Bill to Provide Transparency to US Presidential Elections

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
All Presidential candidates will undergo a physical and mental health exam by a high-ranking doctor in the US military, with the results being made public by May 30 prior to the November election.
SECTION 2. 
All Presidential candidates must release the last five years of their income tax statements to the public by June 30 prior to the November election.
Section 3.
This bill will be administered by the Federal Election Commission.

A. Any candidate not in compliance will not be allowed to have their name placed on the Presidential ballot of any U.S. state.
Section 4.
This legislation will take effect immediately after passage.
Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Huron High School.
A Resolution to Increase Department of Energy Support for Nuclear Energy Development
WHEREAS,
the United States faces increasing energy demands coupled with the imperative to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and
WHEREAS,
nuclear energy provides a reliable, carbon-free source of baseload power, crucial for grid stability and energy security; and
WHEREAS,
advanced nuclear technologies, including small modular reactors (SMRs) and Generation IV reactors, offer enhanced safety, efficiency, and waste management capabilities; and
WHEREAS,
maintaining a robust domestic nuclear industry is vital for national security and technological leadership; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED,
that the Congress here assembled recommends the Department of Energy (DOE) significantly increase its support for the development of nuclear energy in the United States by allocating funding for research and development of advanced nuclear technologies, including SMRs and Generation IV reactors; and, be it 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that increased support also includes a focus on streamlining the licensing process and reducing regulatory burdens. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Noah Oien – Lennox High School.
An Act to Establish the State Flag Design Commission

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
The State Flag Design Commission is established to evaluate the effectiveness of the current state flag as a symbol of South Dakota, to develop a process for accepting and evaluating submissions for a new state flag, and to recommend a new design for the official state flag.  

Section 2. 
The commission consists of the following voting members:
A. Three members of the public, appointed by the Governor;
B. Two members representing the Indian tribes, appointed by the Secretary of Tribal Relations on the advice and with the consent of the tribal council of each tribe; 

C. The Secretary of State or the Secretary's designee;
D. The director of the South Dakota State Historical Society or the director's designee;
E. The Secretary of Tourism or the Secretary's designee;
F. The director of the South Dakota Arts Council or the director's designee; and
G. Two practicing South Dakota visual artists appointed by the director of the South Dakota Arts Council.
Section 3.
The following shall serve as ex-officio, non-voting members of the commission:
A. Two members of the House of Representatives, one appointed by the Speaker of the House and one appointed by the minority leader of the House of Representatives
B. Two members of the Senate, one appointed by the president pro tempore of the Senate and one appointed by the minority leader of the Senate.
SECTION 3.
Appointments to the commission must be made no later than July 1, 2025. The voting members of the commission shall elect a chair and vice-chair from amongst the voting members. An appointee designated by the governor shall convene the commission’s first meeting. Decisions of the commission must be made by majority vote.  Meetings of the commission must be open to the public, pursuant to chapter 1-25.
Section 4. 
The commission shall review the history of the current flag, the flag's effectiveness as a symbol of the state, and shall give a recommendation for the future use of the current flag. The commission shall develop and oversee a comprehensive process for receiving and evaluating potential new flag designs submitted by the public. The commission shall solicit feedback from the public and from experts in relevant fields and shall present a design for consideration as the new official state flag.
section 5. 
The commission shall certify its adopted design in a report to the Legislature and the Governor no later than December 5, 2025. The commission’s report must describe the symbols and other meanings incorporated in the design. The commission expires upon submitting the report to the Legislature and the Governor.
Section 4.
This legislation shall take effect immediately upon passage.
SECTION 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Watertown High School
A Resolution to Reduce U.S. Military Troop Presence in Countries the U.S. Is No Longer at War With
WHEREAS,
the US has hundreds of thousands of troops stationed in Korea, Japan, Germany, and many other countries around the world we used to be at war with; and
WHEREAS,
the US currently has troops stationed in over 150 countries; and
WHEREAS,
new conflicts in the Middle East and elsewhere are increasing the demand for US troop deployment; and
WHEREAS, 
the US cannot continue to financially sustain never-ending troop deployments all over the world; and
WHEREAS, 
the money used to sustain mere military presence could be better used to deal with pressing domestic concerns; now, therefore, be it
WHEREAS, 
Schools are a necessary and effective agent in helping deal with current social problems faced by young people; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED,
that the Congress here assembled supports the withdrawal of all US troops one year following the declared conclusion of a military conflict.
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Huron High School.
A Bill to Create a Statewide Student Volunteer Program

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

Section 1.
A statewide Student Volunteer Program shall be established in all public South Dakota high schools to encourage high school students to engage with their communities through volunteer work.
SECTION 2. 
The program will allow students to earn community service hours by participating in various volunteer activities, such as: 
A. Assisting local nonprofits, shelters, and food banks
B. Helping organize community events and fundraisers
C. Supporting environmental cleanup initiatives
D. Offering tutoring or mentoring services to younger students

Section 3.
The state government will partner with local organizations, businesses, and schools to create a network of volunteer opportunities available to high school students. 
section 4. 
Students who complete 50 hours or more of volunteer service will be eligible for a State Volunteer Award.
Section 4.
Schools will track and verify student volunteer hours through a dedicated online platform, accessible by both students and school administrators. The South Dakota Department of Education will be responsible for maintaining the online platform and approving awards.
Section 6. 
This legislation will take effect on August 1, 2025.
Section 5. 
All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Aberdeen High School
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