The 2025 Tarheel State Tournament
April 4th & 5th, 2025

R1: US Politics

R2: The Americas & Europe

R3: Energy, Environment, & Technology
R4: Africa & Southwest Asia

R5: US Economics

Semifinals: South, Southeast, & East Asia
Finals: US Foreign Policy

Unformatted Questions
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R1: US Politics

1 Will Senate Democrats regret not
filibustering last month’s Continuing
Resolution?

6 Is Elon Musk an asset or a liability to
the Trump Administration?

2 Should Chuck Schumer step down as
Senate minority party leader?

7 How should Democrats prepare for the
2026 midterm elections?

3 How should Republicans respond to
growing public frustration with them?

8 Will layoffs and program cuts by DOGE
undercut the Trump domestic agenda?

4 What is the significance of the
Wisconsin Supreme Court election?

9 What will be the political impact, if any,
of Senator Booker’s filibuster?

5 How should the media cover
Signalgate?

10 How should law firms respond to
attacks by President Trump?




R2: The Americas & Europe

1 How will Liberal Party fare this month in
Canada’s snap elections?

6 Should NATO reduce the role of the US
in the organization?

2 How should the Mexican government
respond to the Teuchitlan mass killing site
discovery?

7 What concessions, if any, should
Ukraine make to end the war with
Russia?

3 How much influence does Tren de
Aragua have in South America?

8 Should Italy move forward with its
Starlink deal?

4 Have Argentina’s economic reforms
helped its residents?

9 Should the European Union suspend
Hungary’s voting rights?

5 Will Jair Bolsonaro’s prosecution
restore public trust in the Brazilian
government?

10 What reforms should UK Prime
Minister Keir Starmer make to the
government?




R3: Energy, Environment, & Technology

1 What role should solar and wind play in
the US energy portfolio?

6 What role should Al firms play in
meeting their energy needs?

2 Is the US on the verge of a new era of
natural gas?

7 How will staff reductions at NOAA affect
its work?

3 Will targeting Venezuelan oil help US oil
producers?

8 How should American Al firms retool
their strategies in the wake of DeepSeek?

4 |s the EPA fulfilling its mission under
Lee Zeldin’s leadership?

9 Should US cities pursue natural gas
bans?

5 How should Greenpeace proceed after
the Energy Transfer lawsuit verdict?

10 Does Starlink create security risks to
federal government assets?




R4: Africa & Southwest Asia

1 Does the retaking of Khartoum mark a | 6 Why did the Gaza ceasefire fail?
turning point in the Sudanese civil war?

2 Will NNPC reforms improve economic 7 Will pro-democracy protests in Turkey
conditions for the Nigerian public? be successful?

3 Is war inevitable in South Sudan? 8 What reforms should Lebanon's
government implement?

4 |s it time for Zimbabwean President 9 Will Cabinet shakeups strengthen
Emmerson Mnangagwa to step down? Netanyahu'’s power in the Israeli
government?

5 Should South Africa pay reparations to | 10 What obstacles stand in the way of
those harmed by Apartheid? displaced Syrians returning home?




R5: US Economics

1 Is an economic recession in the US
inevitable?

6 Should the Federal Reserve continue
cutting interest rates?

2 |s the US on the verge of a consumer
debt crisis?

7 Why are US consumers experiencing
economic anxiety?

3 What regulations should the US
implement for stablecoins?

8 Why is wealth inequality rising in the
us?

4 Will threats of tariffs reshore
manufacturing jobs to the US?

9 How will federal staffing reductions
affect the US economy?

5 Will public protests hinder Tesla's
long-term success?

10 Should the US create a sovereign
wealth fund?




Semifinals: South, Southeast, & East Asia

1 Will India’s recent investments in Al pay
dividends?

6 Will Rodrigo Duterte’s arrest fracture
the Philippines?

2 What should be the top priority for
Pakistani Prime Minister Sharif?

7 How would a Nankai Trough
earthquake affect Japan?

3 How can India improve its strained
relationship with China?

8 How should China’s BYD capitalize on
Tesla’s decline?

4 Should Indonesia reconsider its reforms
to military involvement in government?

9 What will be the impact of South
Korea’s devastating wildfires?

5 Will Vietnamese island building lead to
conflict in the South China Sea?

10 How will the recent earthquake impact
the civil war in Myanmar?




Finals: US Foreign Policy

1 Will the US or Europe suffer more from
the Trump automobile tariffs?

6 How should President Trump repair the
US-Canada relationship?

2 How will efforts to dismantle USAID
affect US standing in the world?

7 Will China or the US prevail in their
trade disagreements?

3 How can the US maintain its global
position while reducing aid?

8 Will reducing anti-corruption efforts
weaken US leadership?

4 How should NATO reduce the role of
the US in the organization?

9 Will recent US strikes in Yemen help or
hurt its standing in the region?

5 Why is the US struggling to negotiate a
ceasefire in Ukraine?

10 What impact, if any, will Signalgate
have on US global standing?




Unformatted Questions

In case you'd like to add them on the ballots in Tabroom for judges to see and/or to
share with attending schools after the tournament.

R1: US Politics

1 Will Senate Democrats regret not filibustering last month’s Continuing Resolution?
2 Should Chuck Schumer step down as Senate minority party leader?

3 How should Republicans respond to growing public frustration with them?

4 What is the significance of the Wisconsin Supreme Court election?

5 How should the media cover Signalgate?

6 Is Elon Musk an asset or a liability to the Trump Administration?

7 How should Democrats prepare for the 2026 midterm elections?

8 Will layoffs and program cuts by DOGE undercut the Trump domestic agenda?

9 What will be the political impact, if any, of Senator Booker’s filibuster?

10 How should law firms respond to attacks by President Trump?

R2: The Americas & Europe

1 How will Liberal Party fare this month in Canada’s snap elections?

2 How should the Mexican government respond to the Teuchitlan mass killing site
discovery?

3 How much influence does Tren de Aragua have in South America?

4 Have Argentina’s economic reforms helped its residents?

5 Will Jair Bolsonaro’s prosecution restore public trust in the Brazilian government?
6 Should NATO reduce the role of the US in the organization?

7 What concessions, if any, should Ukraine make to end the war with Russia?

8 Should Italy move forward with its Starlink deal?

9 Should the European Union suspend Hungary’s voting rights?

10 What reforms should UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer make to the government?

R3: Energy, Environment, & Technology

1 What role should solar and wind play in the US energy portfolio?

2 Is the US on the verge of a new era of natural gas?

3 Will targeting Venezuelan oil help US oil producers?

4 |s the EPA fulfilling its mission under Lee Zeldin’s leadership?

5 How should Greenpeace proceed after the Energy Transfer lawsuit verdict?

6 What role should Al firms play in meeting their energy needs?

7 How will staff reductions at NOAA affect its work?

8 How should American Al firms retool their strategies in the wake of DeepSeek?
9 Should US cities pursue natural gas bans?

10 Does Starlink create security risks to federal government assets?



R4: Africa & Southwest Asia

1 Does the retaking of Khartoum mark a turning point in the Sudanese civil war?

2 Will NNPC reforms improve economic conditions for the Nigerian public?

3 Is war inevitable in South Sudan?

4 |s it time for Zimbabwean President Emmerson Mnangagwa to step down?

5 Should South Africa pay reparations to those harmed by Apartheid?

6 Why did the Gaza ceasefire fail?

7 Will pro-democracy protests in Turkey be successful?

8 What reforms should Lebanon's government implement?

9 Will Cabinet shakeups strengthen Netanyahu’s power in the Israeli government?
10 What obstacles stand in the way of displaced Syrians returning home?

R5: US Economics

1 Is an economic recession in the US inevitable?

2 Is the US on the verge of a consumer debt crisis?

3 What regulations should the US implement for stablecoins?
4 Will threats of tariffs reshore manufacturing jobs to the US?
5 Will public protests hinder Tesla's long-term success?

6 Should the Federal Reserve continue cutting interest rates?
7 Why are US consumers experiencing economic anxiety?

8 Why is wealth inequality rising in the US?

9 How will federal staffing reductions affect the US economy?
10 Should the US create a sovereign wealth fund?

Semifinals: South, Southeast, & East Asia

1 Will India’s recent investments in Al pay dividends?

2 What should be the top priority for Pakistani Prime Minister Sharif?

3 How can India improve its strained relationship with China?

4 Should Indonesia reconsider its reforms to military involvement in government?
5 Will Vietnamese island building lead to conflict in the South China Sea?

6 Will Rodrigo Duterte’s arrest fracture the Philippines?

7 How would a Nankai Trough earthquake affect Japan?

8 How should China’s BYD capitalize on Tesla’s decline?

9 What will be the impact of South Korea’s devastating wildfires?

10 How will the recent earthquake impact the civil war in Myanmar?

Finals: US Foreign Policy
1 Will the US or Europe suffer more from the Trump automobile tariffs?

2 How will efforts to dismantle USAID affect US standing in the world?
3 How can the US maintain its global position while reducing aid?
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4 How should NATO reduce the role of the US in the organization?

5 Why is the US struggling to negotiate a ceasefire in Ukraine?

6 How should President Trump repair the US-Canada relationship?

7 Will China or the US prevail in their trade disagreements?

8 Will reducing anti-corruption efforts weaken US leadership?

9 Will recent US strikes in Yemen help or hurt its standing in the region?
10 What impact, if any, will Signalgate have on US global standing?
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