A Resolution to Eliminate Standardized Tests to Increase Mental Health Resources
WHEREAS,
A Total estimate of 3.75 million teenagers nationally suffer from some type of mental illness; and

WHEREAS,
In Texas alone, 2.17 million teenagers do not get adequate mental health treatment and this can lead to unstable students who are unable to succeed in school; and

WHEREAS,
Nationally schools spend almost 2 billion dollars annually on standardized testing; and
WHEREAS,
At least 19 states have high stakes standardized testing procedures with another nine preparing to implement soon; and

WHEREAS,
The National Education Association has found that standardized tests do not accurately measure student learning and growth; and

WHEREAS,
At most public high schools the counselors are overburdened with the average counselor having to assist with over 400 students each; and
WHEREAS,
School counselors are reaching burnout rates of over 60% which leaves many schools unable to assist students both academically and emotionally; and
WHEREAS,
Around 80% of four-year colleges are either test optional or will not consider ACT or SAT scores in the admission process; and

WHEREAS,
The Department of Education has shown that 17% of High Schools do not have a counselor that is adequately certified to assist student’s mental health problems; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED,
That the Congress here assembled that all public High Schools will eliminate standardized testing; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the money allocated for standardized testing will be used to implement additional mental health resources at the schools. 
Introduced for Congressional Debate by CC-Collegiate High School..
