November 9th, 2024

Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to invite you to attend the 2025 Georgetown College Tournament, to be held on January 4th- January 6th (Sat-Mon). We intend to offer debates in open, junior varsity, and novice, but will collapse divisions if extremely low numbers warrant, however we will do our best to avoid collapsing divisions. Our goal in hosting a tournament with eight open preliminary debates is to provide additional opportunities for students to debate prior to major national championships. 
Please see the remainder of this document for further information; if you have any questions, contact Gabe at gl642@georgetown.edu.  
We hope to see you in the nation’s capital in early January!

Sincerely,
Gabe Lewis, Brandon Kelley, and the Georgetown Debate Team 
If you have questions, please contact Gabe at gl642@georgetown.edu.

Format and Administration

We will host eight (8) preliminary rounds in the Open division, and six (6) preliminary rounds in novice and junior varsity. We will follow the 9-3-6 format. We will clear up to double-octofinals in all divisions. Please note that eight preliminary debates also increases minimum judge commitments in Open. 
Students are asked to debate the topic selected for the 2024-2025 season by a vote of the Cross Examination Debate Association membership.  
The tournament is ADA sanctioned and will follow ADA rules. The most recent copy of the ADA rules can be found at https://americandebateassociation.com/standing-rules/.  
If any of the requirements or specifications below pose significant hardship for any reason, please contact Gabe (gl642@georgetown.edu) and we will do our best to accommodate you.

Online/E-Debate
The tournament is being held in-person however we will attempt to accommodate online entries as needed. Our goal is to have at least 85% of tournament attendees in person. If you are unable to attend in person, please contact Gabe ASAP to notify him of your request to be online.
Host Competitors
Georgetown teams may compete in the tournament. If so, they are eligible to receive speaker awards and to compete in elimination rounds.  No person affiliated with Georgetown will participate in any decision about judge placement for rounds containing Georgetown teams.  In the event that Georgetown teams clear to elimination rounds, no Georgetown debaters, coaches, etc. will be involved with pairing that round of debates.  
Hybrids and Mavericks
Hybrid teams are permitted to enter the tournament and will be allowed to clear to elimination rounds. For the purposes of ADA tournaments, a debate team is defined as the two-person team that begins the first round of the tournament and who debate together throughout the course of the tournament. If one of the debaters of a team cannot debate in any given round, that round will be forfeited. The tournament will follow ADA rules regarding forfeits.
Entries must include two people. A single person debating “maverick” cannot win a debate (though the debate may still happen for educational purposes). Please see section III.5.B for information on handling maverick situations.
Judge Placement
Judges will be placed using mutual preference in all divisions in a manner consistent with ADA and CEDA rules.
Speaker Points
30 points scale, 0.1 increments, ties will be permitted.  
Decision Time
In preliminary rounds, judges are expected to render a decision within 2:15 (two hours and fifteen minutes) of the announced start time. 
In elimination rounds, judges are expected to render a decision within 2:30 (two hours and thirty minutes) of the announced start time.
Awards
Awards will be given to all elimination round participants. Speaker awards will be given to a number of the top speakers consistent with entry levels.  
Tabroom Staff
The tournament will by tabbed by Gary Larson.
Accessibility & Accommodation
We will post information about gender neutral bathrooms, quiet rooms, and other accessibility-related logistics closer to the tournament. Please let us know if you need accommodation/assistance for any reason, and we will seek to provide whatever you need.  


Judging and Scouting

In Open, each school must provide 4 rounds of prelim judging for each entry. In Novice and JV, each school must provide 3 rounds of prelim judging for each entry. All judges are expected to be available through the first elimination round, or one round past the point of their school’s elimination from the tournament, whichever is later.
Judging coverage for in person teams should be in person as much as possible.
Hired judging should be arranged through the exchange on Tabroom.com. 
All judges should post their judge philosophy and make sure conflicts are marked on Tabroom.com. 
All judges are obligated through the Octofinals on Monday morning. If you are unable to judge, please email Gabe and Gary.

Mini Lupo Rule
All qualified persons attending the tournament as a coach must make themselves available for at least two rounds of judging. If fulfilling this requirement represents a significant hardship, please contact Gabe. 
Scouting
Teams and squads attending are expected to contribute to opencaselist.paperlessdebate.com and should provide their most recent affirmative and negative information. This should include an outline of the arguments sufficient for novice comprehension, as well as full citations.
 

Transportation, Hotel, and Logistics

Airports
The Reagan National Airport (DCA) is about 15 minutes from Georgetown’s campus, and services all major airlines; it’s possible to fly into DCA from just about anywhere. Dulles (IAD) is about 40 minutes from campus. Baltimore (BWI) is 45+ minutes away. 
Hotels
A hotel block has been secured for the Georgetown Marriott for $159.00 a night. You can book the block via this link. The destination fee has been waived. If you have any issues booking, please feel free to reach out to Gabe. There are also several other affordable major brand hotels in DC/Arlington that are a short drive to the tournament.
There are several other hotels in the area including Le Meridien (much more expensive), the Hyatt Centric Arlington, the Courtyard Marriott Arlington Rosslyn, and the Red Lion (a tiny bit deeper into Rosslyn/further from campus, but VERY cheap). There are also a number of Holiday Inns and other similar hotels that are posting rates for as little as $80 a night in Rosslyn/Arlington.
All debates will be held on campus, including elimination rounds.
Use of Campus Facilities
It is the policy of Georgetown University to prohibit the consumption of food, beverages, and smoking materials in all university classrooms and corridors. Any activities that will potentially cause damage to the space, furniture, or equipment (i.e. stacking of furniture, dancing, etc.) are prohibited. Any sound (e.g. musical rehearsals or amplified sound ) that is audible to those in contiguous classrooms is also prohibited. All users of classrooms are expected to honor this policy.
Directions
The address for the main gates is 3700 O St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20057. The address for the Southwest Parking Garage is 3611 Canal Road. 
Click here for directions to Georgetown from various places, including all the major airports. 
Internet on Campus
GuestNet is open to all visitors. Georgetown also has an eduroam network.
Parking on Campus
Paid parking is available in the Southwest Garage (address: 3611 Canal Road). There is also some free street parking around the campus on P and O streets but they have a two hour maximum. 

Tournament Entry and Fees

Fess are $85.00 per in person participant (competitor, judge, spectator) and $60.00 per person online (judge, competitor).
Entries will be frozen on January 1st, 2019 at 5:00 p.m., and drops after this time will still be responsible for participant fees.
If fees present a financial hardship for your teams, please reach out to Gabe to discuss a waiver.
Fees can be paid here by creating an account.
Tentative Schedule

Tournament will run Saturday through Monday. All debates will be held on campus.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1a-jxM5r-Ce84RzxL6sK2OLdzlwl2ZYDPM37Ycw3KcJU/edit?gid=0#gid=0
