Clear Lake Falcon Classic 2024 Tournament Information Book

[image: ]



Updated: 10/4/24
Welcome

The Clear Lake High School Speech & Debate team welcomes you to the Clear Lake Falcon Classic 2024, held this year on November 15th and 16th, 2024. We are proud to serve as a Texas Forensic Association Invitational Qualifying Tournament, however, we have ceded our TOC Congress bid to the Spring Woods/Memorial Swing for this year only.
Warm regards,
Ryan Nassif & Taryn Gonzalez, 
Co-Directors of Speech & Debate 
Clear Lake HS
Miles Kshatriya & Rowan MacLean,
Team Co-Presidents
Clear Lake HS
Timothy Zhang,
Vice President of Tournament
Clear Lake HS

Events & Event-Specific Information

	The following events will be offered in-person at The Falcon Classic 2024:
· Individual Events: Domestic Extemp, Foreign Extemp, Novice Extemp; Dramatic Interp; Humorous Interp; Informative Speaking; Original Oratory; Poetry; Prose; Program of Oral Interp; Duo Interpretation; Impromptu Speaking
· Section A: DX/FX/NX/OO/PO/POI
· Section B: DI/HI/INFO/PRO/IMP
· Debate: Congressional Debate; Cross-Examination Debate; Lincoln-Douglas Debate (Novice and Championship); Public Forum Debate (Novice and Championship); World Schools Debate
You may enter a maximum of one event from the debate pattern and two events each from Section A and Section B events. Cross-entry will not be allowed between extemp events (i.e. no FX and DX), or between debate and Duo. We will allow cross-entry freely between Sections A and B however it is important to note that you cross-enter at your own risk.
The following topics will be debated:
· Cross-Examination Debate will use the current 2024-2025 NSDA CX topic: “Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase fiscal redistribution in the United States by adopting a federal jobs guarantee, expanding Social Security, and/or providing a basic income.”
· Lincoln-Douglas Debate (both divisions – we will not be using the novice topic) will use the 2024-2025 November/December LD topic: “Resolved: The United States ought to adopt a wealth tax.”
· Public Forum Debate (both divisions) will use the 2024-2025 November/December PF topic: “Resolved: The United States should substantially reduce its military support of Taiwan.”
· Congressional Debate will utilize Direct Questioning in all rounds the following legislation from the TFA Fall 2024 Legislative docket:
· Prelims will have a preset docket in the order of: 27, 26, 30, 29, 28.
· Semis (if numbers warrant) will have a preset docket in the order of: 5, 2, 1, 3, 4.
· Finals will have a preset docket in the order of: 9, 7, 8, 6, 10.
· World Schools Debate will debate the following motions:
· Round 1: This House regrets the dominance of the two-party system in American politics.
· Round 2: Impromptu motion (announced one hour before round start)
· Round 3: This House prefers conditional foreign aid to unconditional aid.
· Finals: This House believes that the acquisition of startups by large corporations does more harm than good.
General Tournament Information

· Brackets will be broken in all debate events as necessary.
· Individual events will have single judges for prelims and semis, with panels in finals of TFA qualifying events.
· Debate events will have single judges for prelims and early elim rounds, with panels in semis and finals of TFA qualifying events.
· Round 3 of debate will be lag powered hi-lo; Round 4 of debate will be true powered hi-lo.
· No independent entries will be accepted. All entries must be affiliated with and a representative of their school, defined as an organization, institution, or group who grants a diploma or its equivalent as recognized by the Texas State Board of Education and/or Texas Education Agency; middle school students may compete in novice events as long as they are affiliated with and a representative of their school in a similar fashion to the above requirement. Out of state students are also welcome to compete at the Clear Lake Falcon Classic provided they meet those same requirements with their own state Board of Education or similar.
· At the Falcon Classic, a novice is defined as a student in their first year of high school competition. We respect a coach’s discretion to define what a “novice” is, but politely ask that you do not attempt to game this definition.
· All teams must have an official school sponsor (or a principal-approved designee) present on campus at all times. Failure to have a school-approved adult on campus is grounds for disqualification of the entire team.
· The judging pool will consist of predominantly community volunteer judges for IEs and some debate rounds, with contracts focused in debate. Clear Lake varsity students will also be utilized as necessary to judge novice events.
· Judges entered to cover a team’s obligations must be in at least a full day of the tournament, i.e. a judge covering only one or two rounds will not count toward that obligation.

Sweepstakes Information
· Varsity Debate: 1st (30 pts), 2nd (25 pts), Semis (20 pts), Qtrs (15 pts)
· Novice Debate: 1st (20 pts), 2nd (15 pts), Semis (10 pts)
· Varsity IEs, incl. Duo: 1st (25 pts), 2nd (20 pts), 3rd (15 pts), 4th (10 pts), 5th (5 pts), 6th (3 pts)
· Novice/NonQual IEs: 1st (20 pts), 2nd (15 pts), 3rd (10 pts), 4th (5 pts), 5th (2 pts), 6th (1 pt)
· Congressional Debate: 1st (30 pts), 2nd (25 pts), 3rd (20 pts), 4th (15 pts), 5th (10 pts), 6th (5 pts)

Fees

	Event
	Fee

	Individual Events/Duo
	$25/entry

	Novice LD and Novice PF
	$20/entry

	Champ LD, Champ PF, and Congress
	$25/entry

	Cross-Examination/Worlds School Debate
	$30/entry

	School Fee (Custodial/Technology Expenses)
	$50/school

	Uncovered Judge Fee
	$100/5 entries
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