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A BILL TO PROHIBIT PRIVATE EXPLORATION OF THE TITANIC WRECKAGE TO 

ENSURE PRESERVATION AND SAFETY 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE STUDENT CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:​

SECTION 1. Private exploration of the RMS Titanic wreckage will be prohibited to protect the site as a cultural 

and historical artifact and to prioritize safety measures in deep-sea exploration.​

SECTION 2. For the purposes of this bill, "Private exploration" shall be defined as any  non-governmental or 

for-profit expeditions involving physical access to or interference with the Titanic wreckage. The RMS Titanic 

wreckage refers to the remains of the ship located approximately 12,500 feet beneath the North Atlantic Ocean.​

SECTION 3. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will oversee enforcement of this 

policy by regulating permits and monitoring activity within the wreckage’s coordinates.​

A. Satellite and sonar surveillance will be employed to identify unauthorized expeditions.​

B. Any violators will face penalties including fines of up to $10 million and suspension of maritime licenses.​

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2025.​

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Respectfully submitted,​

Hampton High School 
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A Bill to Save the Appalachians 
   

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1.​ The United States Federal Government shall henceforth prohibit the practice of 

mountaintop removal mining. The Government shall also: 

A.​ Expropriate all land currently held by mining companies for the purpose of mountaintop 

removal mining within the Appalachian Mountains and transfer it to the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM).  

B.​ Reimburse mining companies and other impacted landowners at fair market value for 

lost land and physical mining infrastructure. 

C.​ Direct the BLM, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and National Park Service (NPS) 

to identify adjacent lands at risk of future mining or other environmental harm, 

federalize them, and ensure their protection. 

D.​ Allocate $2 billion to the states of WV, KY, VA, and TN for the purpose of providing job 

retraining, financial aid, and other services for former miners and employees of 

associated industries. 

E.​ Allocate to those states an additional $10 billion over 10 years for direct economic 

investment into those communities impacted by the loss of traditional industries. 

SECTION 2.​ Mountaintop removal mining shall be defined as the hazardous removal of                                              

​               mountaintops to collect natural resources such as coal.   

SECTION 3.​ The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

National Parks Service (NPS), and Department of Energy (DoE), along with state and local 

agencies, will oversee the implementation of this bill.  

SECTION 4.​ This bill will take effect on Jan. 1, 2026.   

SECTION 5. ​ All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Louisville High School 
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A Bill to Implement a Nationwide Soda Tax 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 
SECTION 1.  

The United States shall implement a tax of 2 cents per ounce of sugary 
beverage sold by industrial food companies. 

SECTION 2.  
A.​ A sugary beverage shall be defined as a liquid containing more than 50 

grams  of added sugars per liter, which is generally meant to be drank 
recreationally. 

B.​ Added sugars shall be defined as sugars that are added during the 
processing of foods (including, but not limited to, sucrose or dextrose), 
foods packaged as sweeteners (including, but not limited to, table sugar), 
sugars from syrups and honey, and sugars from concentrated fruit or 
vegetable juices. This does not include naturally occurring sugars that are 
found in milk, fruits, and vegetables. 

C.​ Industrial food companies shall be defined as companies who distribute 
food products produced by processing companies using high-scale, highly 
mechanized assembly lines. 

SECTION 3. 
A.​ The Food and Drug Administration shall be responsible for carrying out this 

legislation. 
B.​ All revenue collected from this tax will go to the Department of Health and 

Human Services to support initiatives to improve public health and help 
consumers make conscientious choices about their diet.  

SECTION 4.  
This legislation shall take effect January 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with 
this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Reservoir High School 
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A Bill to Advance Nuclear Energy 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1.      Nuclear Energy shall become the primary source of U.S 

energy by 2045. By 2045, 50% of fossil fuel-powered energy plants shall be 

closed.  

SECTION 2.​ A ‘fossil fuel-powered energy plant’ shall be defined as any 

power plant within the United States that uses a natural fuel such as coal 

or gas, formed in the geological past from the remains of living organisms. 

SECTION 3.​ The Department of Energy (DOE) shall be in charge of the 

funding and implementation of this legislation. 

A.​ $200 billion shall be allocated to the Department of Energy, all of which 

shall be used for the construction of new nuclear power plants. 

B.​ $50 billion shall be allocated towards research on how to make nuclear 

energy more efficient, more safe, and quicker to produce. 

C.​ $5 billion shall be allocated towards the training and hiring of 

employees. 

SECTION 4.​ This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026. All laws in 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

  

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Pennsbury High School. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 
SECTION 1.  

The United States shall prohibit the manufacturing, distribution, and sale of 
products containing Red Dye No.3 (erythrosine) as a food additive. 

SECTION 2.  
Food additives shall be defined as substances added to substances intended 
or designed to be ingested in order to enhance their flavor or appearance or 
for preservation. 

SECTION 3. ​
                     This legislation shall be enforced by the Food and Drug Administration.  

A.​ All persons or entities found to be in violation of this legislation will be 
fined $5000 for each separate product sold containing erythrosine, as 
well as an additional fine of 50% of the total revenue collected from the 
sales of such products. 

B.​ The funds collected from such fines shall go to the Food and Drug 
Administration with the intent of funding the implementation of this 
legislation. 

SECTION 4.  
This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with 
this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 

 Introduced for Congressional Debate by Reservoir High School 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 
  

SECTION 1​ The United States shall implement Universal Basic Income (UBI), 

providing every legal resident aged 18 and older a fixed monthly income of $1,000, 

regardless of employment status, income level or wealth. The Federal Minimum 

Wage shall also be raised from $7.25 per hour to $12.50 per hour. 

SECTION 2​ ‘Universal Basic Income’ shall be defined as financial support 

provided by a government in the form of standard, recurring payments to 

individuals without the need for pre-qualification.  

SECTION 3​ In order to fund this legislation, tax reforms will be put in place.  A 

progressive Value-Added Tax (VAT) shall be placed on luxury goods. In addition, 

Companies that produce over $1,000,000,000 in yearly revenue shall now be taxed 

a 35% corporate tax. Funds from redundant welfare programs shall be transferred 

to this legislation. Whether or whether not a welfare program is redundant is to be 

at the discretion of the U.S congress. 

SECTION 4     The U.S. Department of Treasury shall oversee the the funding and implementation  

                          of this legislation through the following measures: 

A.​  Establishing a secure digital payment system to distribute funds 

efficiently. 

B.​  Conducting regular audits to ensure compliance and prevent fraud. 

C.​ Partnering with state governments to address regional economic 

disparities. 

 SECTION 5​ This legislation will take effect in FY 2026. All laws in conflict with 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Pennsbury High School 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 
SECTION 1.  

A.​ The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) will 
partner with private agencies to conduct research in the arctic. 

B.​ A total of 100 million dollars each year will be granted at NOAA’s 
discretion to eligible private agencies in order to fund Arctic climate 
research.  

C.​ A total of 10 billion dollars will be granted to the United States Navy to 
increase climate research in and with respect to the Arctic. Part of this 
funding shall be designated for use in 

a.​ Increasing the United States’ icebreaker fleet by 3 icebreakers, and 
b.​ Building a drifting ice station in the Arctic. 

SECTION 2.  
A.​ The arctic shall be defined as the regions around the North Pole, within the 

Arctic Circle, which lies at or north of 66°30’ North of the Equator.  
B.​ Climate research shall be defined as studies including but not limited to 

observing sea-ice thickness, the size of animal populations, and other 
natural factors used to track climate change and to explore its global 
impacts. 

C.​ Eligible private agencies are defined as individuals or entities who, in 
NOAA’s judgement, 

a.​ Conduct and continue to conduct Arctic climate research, 
b.​ Are willing to partner with NOAA to conduct this research, 
c.​ Have no history of falsifying scientific and/or field data, and 
d.​ Apply for funding.  

SECTION 3.  
                        This legislation shall be enforced by the Department of Defense and                 
.                       NOAA.               
SECTION 4.  

This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with 
this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 
 
 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Reservoir High School. 
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