
  
 
 

Congressional Debate 
2025 Junior Varsity  
Legislative Docket 

 
Visit congressionaldebate.org/harvard-tournament/general-information 
for detailed and late breaking information before and during the tournament. 

 
NOTE: Due to a clerical error in loading legislation choices into Tabroom, A 
Bill to Invest in Ethiopia’s Energy Infrastructure to Reduce the Use of the Renaissance Dam 
was omitted. Since there were two nuclear energy bills, we cut the one with 
fewer votes and added the Ethiopia bill to this docket. 

HARVARD
Debate Council

HIGH SCHOOL TOURNAMENT



JUNIOR VARSITY Legislation Docket Harvard Congressional Debate 2025

Round School Page Title Category

BH P1-1 The Advance Cyber Command Empowerment and Strategic Safeguards (A.C.C.E.S.S.) Act Junior Varsity

MX P1-2 A Bill to Invest in Ethiopia’s Energy Infrastructure to Reduce the Use of the Renaissance Dam Junior Varsity

HH P2-1 A Bill to Ban Unpaid Internships Junior Varsity

PB P2-2 A Resolution to Reinstate Japanese Army to Defend itself Against the Republic of China Junior Varsity

EG P3-1 A Bill to Allow Voting by Phone in State and Federal Elections Junior Varsity

NH P3-2 A Bill to Amend the Nomination of Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States Junior Varsity

BC P4-1 A Bill to Abolish the Department of Homeland Security Junior Varsity

QD P4-2 A Resolution to Refrain from Awarding Government Contracts to Boeing Junior Varsity

BK SF1 A Bill to Restrict Medicinal Pharmaceutical Fentanyl to Reduce Drug Overdose Junior Varsity

OA SF2 A Bill to Invest in Nuclear Energy Junior Varsity

AP ZF1 A Bill to Ban Homeschooling to Enhance Social Activity and Independence Junior Varsity

NN ZF2 A Bill to Distribute and Revive Subsidies of Energy Under Substantial Spending  (D.R. S.E.U.S.S Act) Junior Varsity

Pr
el

im
 1

Pr
el

im
 2

Pr
el

im
 3

Pr
el

im
 4

Se
m

i
Fi

na
l



The Advance Cyber Command Empowerment and Strategic 
Safeguards (A.C.C.E.S.S.) Act 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1.​ The United States shall allocate an additional $15 billion annually to the U.S. 

Air Force’s 16th Air Force and an additional $300 million annually to the U.S. 

Space Force’s Delta 6 Space Command until FY 2028 with the expressed 

purpose of bolstering cyber security and cyberwarfare capabilities in the 

interests of safeguarding the American cyber realm from foreign adversaries. 

SECTION 2.​ A. The U.S. Air Force’s 16th Airforce shall be strictly defined as a component of 

the U.S. Cyber Command, operating out of Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, 

Texas.

B. Delta 6 shall be strictly defined as a component of the U.S. Space Force,

operating across the Satellite Control Network. 

C. Cybersecurity shall be defined as the protection of computer systems,

applications, devices, data, financial assets, and people against malware, 

phishing scams, data theft, and other cyber threats.

D. Cyber Warfare shall refer to actions by a nation-state to penetrate another

nation's computers or networks for the purpose of causing damage or 

disruption.

E. Foreign Adversaries shall be defined as including China, Cuba, North Korea,

Russia, and the Maduro Regime, as according to Title 15 of the Code of 

Federal Regulations, Subtitle A, Part 7, Subpart A § 7.2. 

SECTION 3.​ The US Air Force, the US Space Force, the Department of Defense(DOD) and 

the House Armed Services Committee(HASC) shall oversee the enforcement of 

this bill. 

A. The Department of Defense shall ensure the responsible and efficient

allocation of necessary funds.

B. The US Air Force and the US Space Force shall submit a semiannual

report to the HASC, who shall apply any adjustments it finds necessary

to its policy.

SECTION 4.​ This legislation will take effect on FY 2026. All laws in conflict with this 

legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Defense 
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A Bill to Invest in Ethiopia’s Energy Infrastructure to
Reduce the Use of the Renaissance Dam
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. The United States shall invest $500 million in Ethiopia’s energy

infrastructure, particularly in renewable energy technologies, on the

condition that Ethiopia halts the construction of the Grand Ethiopian

Renaissance Dam (GERD) and reduces reliance on the dam for energy

production.

SECTION 2. A. "Renewable energy technologies" are defined as wind, solar, and

geothermal power sources.

B. "Halt construction" means the immediate cessation of new structural

additions to the GERD.

C. "Reduce reliance" refers to a 50% reduction in energy generation from

the GERD over the next five years.

SECTION 3. The U.S. Department of State in conjunction with the U.S. Agency for

International Development (USAID) will oversee the investment and ensure

Ethiopia's compliance with the conditions.

A. Funding will be dispersed in phases, contingent upon Ethiopia’s

progress in reducing reliance on the GERD, with 10% withheld until full

compliance is achieved.

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on FY 2026. All laws in conflict with this

legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Page 2  |  JUNIOR VARSITY Legislation Harvard Congressional Debate 2025



 

 

A Bill to Ban Unpaid Internships 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1.      The Fair Labor Standards Act (29 USC 201-209) shall be amended by 

adding the following to section 206 part (b)(i), “...which includes all labor, 

regardless of primary beneficiary status.” 

SECTION 2. All definitions shall be as listed in 29 USC 203, with the addition of the 

verbiage, “Primary beneficiary status shall be defined as the party by which 

the employment benefits greatest.” 

SECTION 3. Any and all agencies tasked with the original implementation of the Fair 

Labor Standards Act will be tasked with the continued implementation of 

this legislation. 

A) This includes the U.S. Department of Labor and its other relevant offices. 

B) All agencies with oversight over the legislation shall be authorized to 

penalize any and all employers in violation of this law in accordance with 

any relevant parts of 29 USC 206. 

C) Organizations that are found in violation with 29 USC 206 (b)(i) will be 

subject to involuntary dissolution. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2026. All laws in conflict with 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 

  

Topic Area: Commerce 
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A Resolution to Reinstate Japanese Army to Defend itself 
Against the Republic of China 
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WHEREAS, Tensions between the Chinese Republic and Japan have risen tremendously. 

WHEREAS,    China poses a great strategic challenge to the Pacific forefront and Japan 

outlines plans to develop a counterstrike capability funded by record defense 

spending. Incapable since the 1947 Constitution of Article 9, Japan has been 

unable to establish a sufficient army force that is capable of defending itself 

in-case of regional/international warfare. Reinterpretation of this article has 

evolved due to security challenges. 

WHEREAS, By Chinese forces growing military presence in the East China Sea and South 

China Sea, such as frequent incursions into Japanese territorial waters 

around the Senkaku Islands pose significant threats to Japan’s sovereignty. 

Japanese reinstating will both provide a defensive and offensive 

improvement of maintaining peace and stability. 

WHEREAS, Now, by providing Japan 10 billion dollars to reinstate its army for its 

defending and offensive capabilities after proving themselves of sustaining a 

fair, pacifist, and democratic society. A third of funding will go towards 

military infrastructure and training personnel. 10% will go towards research 

and development. Regular audits will be conducted biannually to review 

expenditures and ensure compliance within the budget. 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled allow the Japanese nation to sustain an 

army with defensive arms. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, the USAID (United States Agency for International Development) will 

oversee this legislation and make sure that distribution, usage, and 

assistance is given to the nation of Japan. They will do so by providing 

humanitarian assistance, capacity building, and conflict prevention. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Matthew Mendez from Elizabeth High School (Foreign Relations 
and Aid) 
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A Bill to Allow Voting by Phone in State and Federal Elections
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. Mobile voting (voting by phone) shall hereby be permitted and available

in state and federal elections for all registered voters.

SECTION 2. The voting technology being utilized is End-to-End Verifiability (E2E-V).

This provides cryptography evidence, including audits of vote casting. The

voters can also check themselves if their vote is tabulated correctly.

A. In collaboration with experts employed by the organization leading

this legislation, state and federal election officials will implement and

oversee the system.

B. This option will be available for every registered voter, especially

voters who face barriers to traditional voting options, including voters

with disabilities, military and overseas voters, voters on tribal lands,

hospitalized voters, and voters experiencing natural disasters or other

emergencies.

SECTION 3. The Federal Elections Commission will oversee the enforcement of this

legislation.

C. Tusk Philanthropies, in cooperation with its partners, including the

National Cybersecurity Center and the National Federation of the

Blind, will oversee the implementation and funding of mobile voting

and monetary compensation for state and federal election officials.

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect in FY 2026. All laws in conflict with this

legislation are hereby declared null and void.
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A Bill to Amend the Nomination of Justices of 

the Supreme Court of the United States 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

1  SECTION 1.  The process in which the nomination of justices of the U.S. Supreme Court 

2  is henceforth amended in the following manner: 

3  SECTION 2.  2 nominees are to be selected by the sitting President, both to be 

approved 

4  by a ⅔ portion of both the House of Representatives and the Senate. 

5  SECTION 3.  Decisions of both judicial nominees shall be put to a election in the same 

6  manner as the presidential election. Elections are decided through the 

7   usage of the Electoral College of the United States rather than the  

8​   popular vote of each state.  

9  SECTION 4.  Said candidate who receives at least 270 votes shall be  

10​   declared the new justice. Although, a ⅔ majority of both the House of 

11​   Representatives and the Senate can call to overturn the election, 

12​   in which the previously-winning candidate is re-nominated 

13  and replaced with a new nominee from the President, re-starting 

14  the electoral process. 

15  SECTION 5.  Any resignation, removal, or permanent absence from the office of a sitting 

16  Supreme Court justice shall trigger the election process, 

17  amounting to 90 days in total (without the congressional veto). 

18  SECTION 6.  This legislation shall take effect immediately upon passage. Any and all 

19​  laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
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A Bill to Abolish the Department of Homeland Security  
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The Homeland Security Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-296) is repealed. All 2 

agencies that were enrolled into the Department of Homeland Security 3 

(DHS) shall be reverted to their status before the passage of The 4 

Homeland Security Act.  5 

SECTION 2. Reverting to the status before the passage of The Homeland Security Act 6 

shall include but is not limited to: 7 

 . U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Immigration and Customs 8 

Enforcement, and U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services shall be 9 

dissolved into The U.S. Customs Service (USC) which shall return to the 10 

Department of the Treasury and the Immigration and Naturalization 11 

Service (INS) which shall return to the Department of Justice.  12 

   B. The US Secret Service shall return the Department of the Treasury. 13 

SECTION 3. This bill will be enforced by the Department of Homeland Security and all 14 

departments which have an agency restored to them through the 15 

provisions of this bill. 16 

A. Congress should make the necessary appropriations for the funding 17 

of the transferred departments and to end funding for DHS. 18 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall begin implementation immediately upon passage 19 

and implementation must conclude by January 1st, 2028, at which point 20 

the DHS and the position of Secretary of Homeland Security are 21 

dissolved. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null 22 

and void. 23 
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‭A Resolution to Refrain from Awarding Government Contracts‬
‭to Boeing‬
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‭WHEREAS‬‭,‬ ‭Boeing has made repeated engineering errors‬‭and been convicted of‬

‭conspiracy to defraud the United States; and‬

‭WHEREAS‬‭,‬ ‭Quality-control concerns remain prominent‬‭across Boeing's models‬

‭including installation issues, loose bolts, and other engineering negligence;‬

‭and‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Boeing intentionally concealed flawed‬‭flight control software in Boeing‬

‭737s from FAA regulators which resulted in identical accidents causing the‬

‭death of 346 persons; and‬

‭WHEREAS‬‭,‬ ‭Whistleblower reports detail Boeing taking‬‭shortcuts in its manufacturing‬

‭of 777 and 787 dreamliner jets, calling into question Boeing’s capability as‬

‭a private corporation to fulfill government contracts and the company’s‬

‭ethical use of government funding; and‬

‭WHEREAS,‬ ‭Boeing has not made a significant effort‬‭to repair long standing problems‬

‭and continued awarding of government contracts to Boeing will prove‬

‭detrimental to public and international relations; now, therefore, be it‬

‭RESOLVED,‬ ‭That the United States should cut‬‭off all future government contracts with‬

‭Boeing and refrain from funding and investment in Boeing’s corporate‬

‭projects.‬
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A Bill to Restrict Medicinal Pharmaceutical Fentanyl to  
Reduce Drug Overdose 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. Private pharmaceutical companies are now restricted and may provide no 

more than 1.8 milligrams of medicinal fentanyl at a time per customer. In 

addition, all private pharmaceutical companies now need to file a report to 

the CDC and the FDA after every dose of medicinal fentanyl is given. 

SECTION 2. “Medicinal fentanyl” shall be defined as fentanyl prescribed by a doctor 

and distributed by a pharmaceutical company to treat the pain of the 

patient. 

SECTION 3. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) shall be responsible for overseeing the 

implementation of this bill. Any pharmaceutical company found in violation 

of this bill shall have 2% of their monthly income taken and reinvested into 

drug abuse centers until the company has submitted 100 reports of the 

accurate dosage of medicinal fentanyl in compliance with this legislation. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on September 1, 2025.  

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
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TECHNOLOGY

A Bill to Invest in Nuclear Energy
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A Bill to Ban Homeschooling to Enhance Social Activity and 
Independence  
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. In order to ensure children have the opportunity to gain independence and 

receive the basic standards of education and fundamental skills, homeschooling shall be 

banned for children of appropriate age for education. 

SECTION 2. The terms shall be defined as followed: 

A. “Basic Standards of Education” shall be defined as the basic skills necessary to 

learn the average school curriculum.  

B. “Homeschooling” shall be defined as education conducted in any place other than 

a school.  

C. “Appropriate Age for Education” shall be defined as any person at or between the 

ages of 4 to 17.  

SECTION 3. The Department of Education shall pull the funding of institutions, 

individuals, and programs that receive Federal funds if they do not comply with the 

provisions of this bill. 

A. Recipients of Federal funds through grants, agreements, loans, or arrangements 

are subject to the consequences of encouraging homeschooling.  

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2025. All laws in conflict with 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 
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A Bill to Distribute and Revive Subsidies of Energy Under 
Substantial Spending  (D.R. S.E.U.S.S Act) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The United States shall divert all federal subsidies to the fossil fuel 

industry to renewable energy initiatives.  

                           A.   20% of the original amount allocated to fossil fuel companies each 

                           year will incrementally decrease.  

SECTION 2. A. Federal subsidies shall be defined as financial assistance that is paid by 

the US government in order to help an industry or business, or to pay for 

a public service. 

                           B.  Fossil fuel industry shall be defined as any company involved in the  

                           extraction, manufacturing, or sale of non-renewable energy. This  

                           includes, but is not limited to, coal, oil, natural gas, and petroleum.        

                           C.  Renewable energy is defined as energy harnessed naturally without  

                           depleting energy sources.        

SECTION 3. The U.S. Department of Energy (D.O.E) and Environmental Protection 

Agency (E.P.A) shall be responsible for the implementation of this 

legislation. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect at the start of FY 2025. All laws in conflict 

with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Energy, Environment, and Scientific Development.  
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