
Newark Debate Academy’s 2nd Elementary-Middle School Policy Debate 
Tournament for 23-24 

 

When: Saturday, December 16th 2023 
7:30 AM – 4:00 PM 
 
Where: Barringer High School  

90 Parker St, Newark, NJ 07104 
 
Main Office: (973) 268-5125 
 
Tournament Contacts:  

Carlos Astacio – Tournament Director 
cm.astacio@newarkdebateacademy.org  
 
Willie Johnson – Lead Tabulator 
wilj.nyudlaa@gmail.com 
 
Christopher Kozak – District Coordinator 
ckozak@nps.k12.nj.us  

*Please also use NDA’s Slack to communicate with tournament contacts. 
 
Registration: Link to the tabroom site for registration is All registration should be done 
via tabroom.com. Any changes made within one month of the tournament should be 
reported to one of the tournament contacts as soon as you are aware of them. Please 
check in with the tournament when you arrive on the day of the competition to confirm 
your registration. After registration please head to the cafeteria with your team to have 
breakfast. 

Transportation: We provide busing for all students and staff to and from the event 
location and their home school. In order to receive transportation you must submit a 
complete roster of students and staff with addresses, and phone numbers to the district 
coordinator no less than 31 days prior to the tournament. Bus pickups start at home 
schools at 7:30AM. 

Food: The tournament will be providing breakfast and lunch to all students and staff. If 
one of your students has a dietary restriction that needs to be accommodated, coaches 
must report it to one of the tournament contracts prior to the event.  

Judging: All judges must attend the 9:00AM judges meeting to receive training and to 
make sure they are properly entered in the tournament. We encourage everyone to try 
to bring as many judges as possible with them to the event. No experience is 
necessary. Please let one of the tournament contacts know if you have additional 



judging to provide. 
 

Tournament Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 16th 2023 @ Barringer High School 
 

7:30 AM – Bus Pickups Start 
8:30 AM – Students arrive and Breakfast 
9:30 AM – Judges Report and Judge Meeting 
9:45 AM – Release Pairings for Round 1  
10:15 AM – Start Time Round 1 
10:45 AM – Release Pairings for round 2 
11:15 AM – Start Time for Round 2 
11:45 AM – Pairings for Round 3 Released 
12:15 PM – Round 3 Start Time 
1:15 PM – Lunch 
1:30 PM – All ballots must be submitted (Judges)  
2:30 PM - Awards and Announcements  
3:30 PM – Dismissal to buses 
 

Policy Divisions: We will be hosting Beginner and Experienced divisions in 
accordance with the elgaility,standards, format, and resolution set forth by the Newark 
Debate Academy for the 2023-2024 school year.  
 

New Eligibility Requirements: Beginner and Experienced Divisions - For middle 
school tournaments within the Newark Debate Academy (NDA), any student involved in 
their first year of debate can participate in the beginner division for an entire year. If a 
student has participated in three or more tournaments over two years or is not in their 
first year of debate, irrespective of their partner's tournament experience. In that case, 
they must compete in the Experience division as a pair. Your most experienced debater 
always determines eligibility for your partnership. 
 

Resolution/Topic: The resolution debated at this tournament will be the new fall topic  
“Resolved: The United States Federal Government should substantially increase 
fiscal redistribution in the United States by providing a basic income.” Students 
are encouraged to use the evidence packets as a floor not a ceiling in terms of the 
evidence presented in debates. Students should do their own independent research on 
the resolution. 

We will pair mavericks (solo debaters) with mavericks from other schools to create 
hybrid partnerships as entries. Mavericks will only be allowed to compete as a last 
resort and is otherwise prohibited. 
 

We will use a 15-25 point scale, allowing for a tenth of a decimal place and NO TIES 
between debaters in the same round. We will follow NJDSL directions for best practices 
unless otherwise stated within the invite. We do allow for Low-Point Wins in middle 
school debate. 



 

Thank you and we hope to see everyone at the tournament. -Newark Debate 
New Speaker Format for All Divisions: 
 

Speech 
 

Time 

1AC – Aff Debater 1 4 Min 
CX – Neg Debater 2 CXs Aff Debater 1 2 Min 
Prep Time – Mandatory 2 Min 
1NC – Neg debater 1 4 Min 
CX – Aff Debater 1 CXs Neg Debater 1 2 Min 
Prep Time – Mandatory 2 Min 
2AC – Aff Debater 2 4 Min 
CX – Neg Debater 1 CXs Aff Debater 2 2 Min 
Prep Time – Mandatory 2 Min 
2NC – Neg Debater 2* 4 Min 
CX – Aff Debater 2 CX’s Neg Debater 2 2 Min 
1NR – Neg Debater 1* 3 Min 
Prep Time – Mandatory 2 Min 
1AR – Aff Debater 1 3 Min 
Prep Time – Mandatory  2 Min 
2NR – Neg Debater 2 3 Min 
Prep Time – Mandatory 2 Min 
2AR – Aff Debater 2 3 Min 

 

*Highlighted Speeches represent the “negative block” where two different negative 
speakers speak back-to-back in the middle of the debate. Negative debaters should 
divide the arguments they speak about to make best use of their time. 


