
Massachusetts Speech and Debate League 
2023 Needham March Merryness 

Legislation Docket 
 

Welcome to the 2023 Needham March Merryness! Enclosed, please find the following legislation. 
 

à A Bill to Adopt a Four-Day Workweek (Sen. Gonser, Catholic Memorial School) 
à A Bill to Ensure Democracy for All of America (Sen. Kim, Newton South HS) 
à The Celebrity Privacy Act (Sen. Chopra, Shrewsbury HS) 
à A Resolution to Support Quebec Separatism (Sen. Vijay, Acton-Boxborough Regional HS) 
à A Bill to Fund Desalination Plants to Protect Water Access (Sen. Moldover, Natick HS) 

 
à SUPER SESSION: A Bill to Support Troubled Bank Assets (MSDL) 
à SUPER SESSION Alternate: A Resolution Supporting the Bailout of Troubled Bank Assets 

(MSDL) 
 
Please Note: The Finals legislation is based on a fast-moving current events topic. As a contingency, I 
have authored two pieces of legislation. We will debate the first (the Bill) if the actions proposed 
therein do not happen by the time the round occurs. If Congress passes such a program in real life, 
then we will debate the second (the Resolution). This will prevent us from debating something that is 
moot. I will keep an eye on events and announce prior to the round which item shall be debated. 
 
Nevertheless, the arguments for and against each piece of legislation should be identical, so you need 
only prepare to argue for or against the proposed course of action. 
 
We’re looking at the last chance to earn State Bids for the season! I strongly encourage everyone, to the 
extent possible, to prep both sides of the legislation so that we can have robust back-and-forth debates 
in the chambers. Part of our search for the truth is the realization that, in almost all debates involving 
matters of public interest, no one side holds a monopoly on the truth. Being able to credibly argue the 
opposite side of what you may personally believe is an advanced skill that will help you in life. (This 
holds true particularly if you intend to practice law, as you’re always obligated to uphold your client’s 
best interests.) 
 
Please start thinking about State Congress legislation – the tournament will be here before we know it. I 
want to get the packet out as early as possible so everyone has the opportunity to prepare. 
 
See you at Needham! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Joe Bowden 
MSDL Chair of Congress 
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A Bill to Adopt a 4-Day Workweek 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States shall formally adopt a 4-day, 40-hour, 10-hour/day 2 

workweek. 3 

SECTION 2. A workweek is to be defined as the time one spends working at their job, 4 

and the number of days they are actively working during the officially 5 

recognized 7-day week-long period from Sunday to Saturday. 6 

SECTION 3. The United States Department of Labor (DOL) and the Occupational 7 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) shall oversee and enforce this 8 

legislation. 9 

A. A private company is under no obligation to adopt this workweek but 10 

shall continue to adhere to the Fair Labor Standards Act.  11 

B. The federal government requires employers to pay overtime should 12 

their workers work beyond the 40 hr/week.  13 

C. The workweek shall consist of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 14 

Thursday. On each day, employees shall work for 10 hours. On Friday, 15 

Saturday, and Sunday, employees shall not be required to work. 16 

D. Employees can, of their own volition, choose to work more hours 17 

than required by the 4-day workweek.  18 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect FY 2024. All laws in conflict with this 19 

legislation are hereby declared null and void. 20 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Samuel Gonser, Catholic Memorial. 
 



 
  

A Bill to Ensure Democracy for All of America
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. The American territories including American Samoa, the Northern Mariana

Islands, Guam, and the US Virgin Islands shall each be granted at least one

representative in the US House of Representatives.

SECTION 2. A. The number of Congressional Representatives shall be calculated

according to the Huntington-Hill method and allotted based on population

size.

B. The number of Representatives shall remain set at four hundred and

thirty-five.

SECTION 3. The U.S. Census Bureau shall oversee the implementation of this

legislation.

SECTION 4. This bill shall go into effect immediately upon passage.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Senator June Kim, Newton South High School.



 

  

The Celebrity Privacy Act
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. All paparazzi shall now be fined $15,000 for every non consensual 

photograph taken of a celebrity or their families.  

SECTION 2. a. Paparazzi shall be defined as freelance photographers who pursue 

celebrities to get photographs of them to sell. 

                         b. Non Consensual Photograph shall be defined as a photo taken of a 

person without asking them permission to do so. 

                          c. Celebrity shall be defined as a well known person (ex: famous singer, 

actor, politician etc.)  

SECTION 3. United States Department of Justice shall be responsible for enforcing 

this legislation  

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect immediately. All laws in conflict with this 

legislation are hereby declared null and void.
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Suner Chopra, Shrewsbury High School. 



 
  

 

A Resolution to Support Québec Separatism 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

 

 

WHEREAS, In modern day Canada, there exists political division based 

on a French-English cultural divide; and 

WHEREAS, The divide has caused conflict, unprecedented special 

circumstances and exemptions, and an unfair burden on both French-

Canadians and English- Canadians; and 

WHEREAS, Increasing popular support and political momentum is 

supporting Quebec separatism; and 

WHEREAS, This separation is beneficial for the people of Québec, 

Canada, and the United States; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled supports the separation 

of the Province of Québec from the nation of Canada, and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the United States begins a trade and diplomatic 

relationship with the new nation of Québec. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Senator Vijay, Acton-Boxborough Regional High 
School. 



 
  

A Bill to Fund Desalination Plants to  
Protect Water Access 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The United States Government shall invest funding towards 

the creation, upkeep, and research of desalination plants. 

SECTION 2. Desalination plants shall be defined as industrial facilities 

that use physical or chemical processes to reduce salt concentrations in 

water supplies. 

SECTION 3. The Department of the Interior shall be allotted 25 billion 

dollars for the funding of the creation and upkeep of state or federal 

desalination plants, and for research and development of desalination 

technology. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on FY 2025 

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared 

null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Nathan Moldover, Natick High School. 
 



Super Session Note 
 

The situation surrounding the insolvency of Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB) is fluid and rapidly changing. Over the course of the next 
week, it could impact other financial institutions. Such impacts 
could cause Congress or the Executive to act. 
 
In order to keep debate fresh, there are two items of identical 
subject matter. I will announce which one is to be debated prior 
to the start of the final round. 
 
Both State and Federal Government institutions have policies 
and procedures authorized by law to handle situations like the 
one facing Silicon Valley Bank. Your question is either: 
 
“Should Congress do more?” 
 
OR 
 
“Should Congress have done what it did?” 
 
Happy prepping! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Joe Bowden 
MSDL Chair of Congress 
Sunday, March 12, 2023 



 
  

 

A Bill to Support Troubled Bank Assets 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. Seven hundred billion dollars is hereby allocated in support of assets and 

investments held by financial institutions. The Secretary of the Treasury shall 

have the power to allocate these funds to financial institutions to support 

the uninterrupted guarantee of immediate and continued access by 

depositors to funds deposited therein. Nothing in this legislation shall be 

construed as requiring financial institutions to maintain reserves over and 

above current statutory and regulatory limits. 

SECTION 2. “Financial institutions” are limited to banks, mutuals, and other entities 

which develop, market, and maintain products secured by the Federal 

Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). “Assets and investments held by 

financial institutions” shall refer to financial instruments purchased and held  

by the aforementioned entities with either depositors’ funds or proceeds 

from debtors’ loan payments. 

SECTION 3. The Department of the Treasury shall oversee the implementation of this 

legislation. 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect immediately upon passage. All laws in 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 
for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 
policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 



 

 

A Resolution Supporting the Bailout of Troubled Bank Assets 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

 

WHEREAS, The United States Federal Government has an interest in ensuring the 

security of the retail banking system, including depositors’ uninterrupted and 

continuous access to their duly-deposited funds; and 

WHEREAS, Recent events have led consumers to call into question the stability of the 

banking system and of deposit insurance; and 

WHEREAS, Consumers have withdrawn funds in haste from institutions suspected of 

facing liquidity and asset-valuation problems; and 

WHEREAS, Such withdrawals in size and scope have precipitated “bank runs” which 

threaten the stability and survival even of banks not suspected of facing such 

problems; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled support this government’s actions to bail 

out financial institutions holding troubled assets against creditors’ deposits, 

to the extent that such bailouts preserve consumers’ immediate access to 

funds deposited with said institutions. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 
for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 
policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 


