
CBSR GENERAL RULES AND PROCEDURES FOR CONGRESS 
Our state qualifying tournament will use rules and procedures that, as much as possible, match those that will be used at the State Championships. 

 

1. Speeches must alternate from affirmative to negative. 
 

2. Speeches are limited to 3 minutes. 
 

3. The Presiding Officer keeps the official time for speeches and the round.  The switch-time for 

POs and the stop-time for the round should be written on the board.  Start of time begins when 

the Presiding Officer asks for motions. 
 

4. Speakers are to be recognized at the discretion of the presiding officer.  The only rule is for 

speakers to be chosen based on recency.  Recency isn’t established until people have spoken.  

Attempts to speak should be considered. 
 

5. Priority for the first affirmative speech goes to a student from the school whose legislation is 

being debated in the round.  They may decline. 
 

6. Presiding Officer should give hand signals as a count-down, the chamber should mirror the 

signals back. 
 

7. Questioners are to be recognized at the discretion of the presiding officer.  Questions should go 

to the person who has asked the fewest questions. 
 

8. Cross-examination in the first two rounds is indirect: 2 minutes of indirect cx for the first 

affirmative speech and 1 minute indirect cx for all subsequent speeches. 

Indirect cx questioners may only ask one question at a time and are not allowed 

follow up questions. The Presiding Officer has an obligation to rule “two-part” 

questions out of order. 
 

9. Cross-examination in round three is:  2 minutes of indirect cx for the first affirmative speech 

and 1 minute direct cx for all subsequent speeches. 

Direct cx questioners may ask as many questions as the 30 second time period 

allows with follow up questions if time permits. 
 

10. Misleading or irrelevant questions may not be ruled out of order by the Presiding Officer. 

Presiding Officers should remind the chamber to keep questions short and to the point. 
 

11. No bills or resolutions other than those assigned by the League Committee for that session may 

be debated. 

 

12. Motions to suspend the rules or motions to impeach the presiding officer are not permitted. 
 

13. Any amendments must be submitted to the Congress Committee in writing before the start of 

the round.  An amendment must include enough copies for all participants and judges. 
 

14. Props and visual aids for purposes of information and identification are strictly forbidden 

including but not limited to use of the white board, signs or placards not issued by the 

tournament to identify speakers, objects, charts, graphs, etc. 
 

15. The Presiding Officer may not permit a motion to adjourn prior to the scheduled stop-time if 

any member who has not spoken wishes to speak. 
 

16. Time may not be extended beyond the scheduled stop-time.  Anyone recognized to speak prior 

to the expiration of time must be allowed to speak. 
 


