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Further Information & Tournament Schedule
Tournament Location

Online via NSDA Campus.

Tournament Date
Sunday, March 12, 2023

Tournament Rankings
All students will receive certificates ranking them

“Very Good,” “Excellent,” or “Superior.”
The top five competitors in each division will also receive rankings.

Questions/Requests for Additional Information
Feel free to contact us at info@bayareadebate.com.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
Note: all times listed in PST

8:00 - 9:00AM • Mandatory Judge Check-In/Training

9:00 - 9:15AM • Tournament Welcome

9:30 - 10:45AM • Round 1 for all levels of Congress

10:45 - 11:00AM • Break

11:00AM - 12:15PM • Round 2 for all levels of Congress

12:15 - 12:45PM • Break

12:45 - 2:00PM • Round 3 for all levels of Congress

2:00- 2:15PM • Break

2:15 - 3:30PM • Round 4 for Middle/High School Congress only

4PM • Awards Ceremony

Please note: We strongly encourage students to get up from their computers to
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rest their eyes and stretch their legs in between rounds!

Elementary School
Congressional Debate Docket

Round 1: A Bill to Implement Cleaning Time in California Schools

Round 2: A Resolution to Invest in Underwater Agriculture

Round 3: A Resolution to Launch an International Coalition for a

Space Elevator
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Bill #1

A Bill to Implement Cleaning Time in California Schools

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1: All California public and charter schools shall implement a mandatory “cleaning

time” period at the end of every school day in grades K-12.

SECTION 2: “Cleaning time” shall be defined as reserved time, not to exceed 30 minutes,

during which students will participate in tidying, cleaning, and maintaining their

classrooms and school campus in an age-appropriate manner.

SECTION 3. This legislation shall be implemented by the California Department of Education.

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect August 1, 2023.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.

Young Genius Tournament Handbook Page #5



Resolution #2

A Resolution to Invest in Underwater Agriculture

WHEREAS, Agriculture is a leading source of pollution, with pesticides, fertilizers and other

toxic chemicals poisoning groundwater, marine ecosystems, air and soil; and

WHEREAS, The agricultural sector consumes about 69% of the planet's precious fresh water,

which is growing scarcer and scarcer in the U.S. and abroad;

WHEREAS, By the year 2050, our planet will be home to another 2 billion people,

necessitating a dramatic expansion of agriculture to sustain human life; and

WHEREAS, Underwater agriculture, whether in the form of cultivating marine plant life or

growing traditionally land-based plants underwater, eliminates the need for

pesticides, conserves water, and provides boundless opportunities for expanded

plantings; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled shall make a substantial financial investment

in the development of underwater agriculture.
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Resolution #3

A Resolution to Launch an International Coalition

for a Space Elevator

WHEREAS, The enormous cost of sending objects into outer space makes developments in

space exploration challenging; and

WHEREAS, Launching rockets into outer space continues to worsen space debris, threatening

the viability of future space travel; and

WHEREAS, Reduced cost and effort needed to launch devices into space would open the

door to unlimited possibilities for further exploration of the Solar System and

beyond; and

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of all humanity to explore possibilities for space

exploration and possible colonization; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled, that the United States create an international

coalition to begin research and development of a space elevator.
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Middle & High School
Congressional Debate Docket

Round 1: A Bill to Implement Cleaning Time in California Schools

Round 2: A Resolution to Invest in Underwater Agriculture

Round 3: A Resolution to Launch an International Coalition for a

Space Elevator

Round 4/Hidden Final Round: A Bill to Mandate Green Construction
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Bill #1

A Bill to Implement Cleaning Time in California Schools

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1: All California public and charter schools shall implement a mandatory “cleaning

time” period at the end of every school day in grades K-12.

SECTION 2: “Cleaning time” shall be defined as reserved time, not to exceed 30 minutes,

during which students will participate in tidying, cleaning, and maintaining their

classrooms and school campus in an age-appropriate manner.

SECTION 3. This legislation shall be implemented by the California Department of Education.

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect August 1, 2023.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.
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Resolution #2

A Resolution to Invest in Underwater Agriculture

WHEREAS, Agriculture is a leading source of pollution, with pesticides, fertilizers and other

toxic chemicals poisoning groundwater, marine ecosystems, air and soil; and

WHEREAS, The agricultural sector consumes about 69% of the planet's precious fresh water,

which is growing scarcer and scarcer in the U.S. and abroad;

WHEREAS, By the year 2050, our planet will be home to another 2 billion people,

necessitating a dramatic expansion of agriculture to sustain human life; and

WHEREAS, Underwater agriculture, whether in the form of cultivating marine plant life or

growing traditionally land-based plants underwater, eliminates the need for

pesticides, conserves water, and provides boundless opportunities for expanded

plantings; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled shall make a substantial financial investment

in the development of underwater agriculture.
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Resolution #3

A Resolution to Launch an International Coalition

for a Space Elevator

WHEREAS, The enormous cost of sending objects into outer space makes developments in

space exploration challenging; and

WHEREAS, Launching rockets into outer space continues to worsen space debris, threatening

the viability of future space travel; and

WHEREAS, Reduced cost and effort needed to launch devices into space would open the

door to unlimited possibilities for further exploration of the Solar System and

beyond; and

WHEREAS, It is in the best interest of all humanity to explore possibilities for space

exploration and possible colonization; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled, that the United States create an international

coalition to begin research and development of a space elevator.
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Bill #4 - Hidden Final Round

A Bill to Mandate Green Construction

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CALIFORNIA STATE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1: All new construction projects in the United States must utilize 100% green

construction materials.

SECTION 2: “Green construction materials” shall be defined as materials composed of

renewable rather than nonrenewable resources.

SECTION 3. This legislation shall be implemented by the U.S. Department of Labor.

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect at the start of Fiscal Year 2035.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.
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How Young Genius Congress Will Work

TOURNAMENT POLICIES
● Competitors must be set up with a working microphone and webcam
● Please set up a professional working and presentation environment: students

must be sitting at a desk/table in a quiet place with room to stand and move as
they present. All distractions such as pet(s) and/or toys must be removed from
the space.

● In case of technical difficulties, students have until the end of the scheduled
round to sign back in and participate. Judges will allow students who are cut
off by their technology to present their speech again.

● Be mindful of noise and talking in the background as the computer microphone
will pick this up.

● No eating or drinking (except for water) permitted during the rounds. Please
make sure your student has snacks/meals during break times.

● All competitors should wear professional attire during the tournament.
● During tournament rounds, competitors may chat with teammates via Google

hangouts or the NSDA Classroom interface, but they may not receive help
from coaches, parents, or siblings during the round.

RULES OF DEBATE
● There will be three (3) rounds for all Elementary Congress competitors.

There will be four (4) rounds for all Middle/High School competitors. One
Middle/High School house in the fourth round will be a hidden final round of
the top 10-12 competitors, and top places will be awarded from that house.

● Students will debate one bill/resolution per round. Students are expected to
speak at least once per round. They may give a second speech only if time
allows and everyone in the chamber has had a chance to speak.

● Rounds have a hard stop time 90 minutes after they begin.
● Topics per round have been set, so students do not need to set the

docket before the round begins.
● Speakers must raise their name placard to speak, ask questions, vote, or

pass motions.
● For Elementary Congress, Presiding Officers (POs) will be provided by the

tournament organizers. For Middle/High School Congress, students will
elect POs.

● Students should give speeches of 3 minutes (with 10 seconds grace
period) in length, either in affirmation or in negation of the bill or resolution
being debated.
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● Students in the chamber deliver their speeches in cycles (a cycle is
comprised of one affirmative speech and one negative speech) until the
students decide to call for previous questions on the legislation.

● Students should wait for a cycle to complete before introducing a motion to
the chamber.

● If the chamber runs out of either affirmative or negative speeches to
complete a cycle, students should motion for an “open podium,” meaning
that if an affirmative speaker has just spoken, it is permissible to give
another affirmative speaker the floor over a negation speaker, provided that
the affirmative speaker has precedence based on recency. The motion
should be structured as follows: “I motion for open podium.” or “I move for
open podium.” The motion must then be seconded and voted upon by the
chamber. If it receives 2/3 majority of the votes in the chamber, then it is
passed.

● After a student completes his/her 3 minute speech, the presiding officer
calls on other students to ask short (generally 10 seconds or so in length)
questions of the speaker who has just spoken, with only one question per
each student being called upon at any one time. However, that same
student may ask another question(s) once other students who have not
asked questions have gone and there is still time left in the questioning
period.

● The speaker answers those questions very briefly (generally roughly 10
seconds per response). The questioning period goes on for 2 minutes for
the first affirmative speech and the first negative speech and 1 minute for
every speaker afterwards regardless if it is an affirmative or negative
speech with as many students as possible asking questions.

● Prefacing/leading questions and two-part questions are not allowed.
● Students are permitted to motion to extend the time of the questioning

period. The motion should be structured as follows: “I motion to extend the
questioning period by (state by what amount of time, usually by 1 minute or
30 seconds).” The motion must then be seconded and voted upon by the
chamber. If it receives a majority of the votes in the chamber, then it is
passed.

● Presiding Officers are required to follow standard recency/precedence
procedures. First priority is given to speakers who have given the fewest
speeches. Between speakers who have given the same number of
speeches, the speaker who has spoken the least recently is given priority.
Before recency is established, ties will be broken at the PO’s discretion.

● Recency, precedence, and questions reset between sessions.
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● To end the session, a motion to close Congress must be passed. The
motion should be structured as follows: “I move for the previous question.”
or “I motion to close Congress.” The motion must then be seconded and
voted upon by the chamber. If it receives a majority of the votes in the
chamber, then it is passed.

● Legislation may not be debated between sessions. If debate begins on a
bill in one session, it must end in the same session and may not be
continued to other sessions.

● Students should only be using one device to connect to the tournament.
No other devices are permitted.

● Students are allowed to use the Internet to do research during the
round, but they may not use it to receive any outside help during the
round.

● All competitors must be polite and respectful to each other in the rounds
and outside of them.
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Helpful Phrases and Terminology
Make a motion – “I move that (or to)...” or “I motion to...”
Second a motion – “Second!”
Open debate on the current issue – “I move/motion to open Congress.
Divide the house – “I motion to split Congress.
Leave the room (toilet, drink water, etc.) – “I motion for personal privilege. To

leave the room.” The chamber does not need to vote on this motion,
it is up to the discretion of the Presiding Officer.

Coming back into the room – (wait outside the door until the speaker is done
talking and the questioning time is complete) open the door and
say, “Permission to enter the chamber.” Wait for the Presiding
Officer to grant you permission to enter the chamber.

Ask about an error – “Motion! Point of Order...”
Address the Presiding Officer – “I motion to address the PO.”
Address the other competitors – “I motion to address the chamber.”
Table – “I move to table the legislation.”
Close debate on the current issue – “I move/motion for the previous question.”

or “I move/motion to close Congress.”
Presiding Officer/Chair: the leader of a legislative assembly who runs its

meetings by recognizing members to speak or move. Also called the
“presiding officer,” or “P.O.” Modeled after the Speaker of the House,
or the Vice President or President pro tempore of the Senate.

Chamber: the group of students in a single room.
Cross-examination: period where the members of the assembly ask individual

questions of the speaker. Multiple-part (or two-part) questions are
not allowed because they take time from other members who may
wish to question the speaker.

Divide the House: division of the house in parliamentary procedure refers to a
vote. However, the motion to divide the house in student congress
is more commonly used to determine how many speakers wish to
speak on each side of a bill or resolution.

Docket: the complete packet of legislation (as titles or full text) distributed
by a tournament.

Floor: when a member has the full attention of the assembly to speak
(also refers to the area where the assembly meets, where its
members speak, and where it conducts its business).
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Legislation: a specific, written proposal (in the form of a “bill” or “resolution”)
made by a member or committee for assembly to debate.

Leading Question: any question that begins with a preface (“according to the
New York Times...”) or suggests the answer or contains the
information the examiner is looking for (“wouldn’t you agree that this
bill would...)

Motion: a formal proposal to an assembly to take a certain action.
Open Podium: refers to a situation when the order of speeches does not matter;

for example, only affirmative speakers will be giving speeches.
Priority or Precedence: standard rule in most leagues (including NSDA and

NCFL), which requires the presiding officer to choose speakers
who have spoken least (or not at all).

Recency: widely-used system where the presiding officer not only employs
precedence, but also selects speakers based on who has
spoken least recently (or earlier).

Standing Time or “Longest Standing”: denotes when students first seek
recognition to speak; those who were standing earlier but were not
called on initially will be recognized before students who wait until
later in the debate to stand.

Resolution: an expression of conviction, or value belief of an assembly, which
may urge, request or suggest further action by another
decision-making authority or amend the Constitution.

Bill: type of legislation that describes the details of how a policy
would be enacted, if voted into law by the assembly.

Table: to put a piece of legislation aside and move on without voting
on the legislation.

Voting: there are two types of votes in congress:
● Voice Vote: the most efficient but least accurate. “All those in

favor say ‘Aye,” opposed say ‘Nay’.
● Standing Vote: More accurate than a voice vote and the most

common manner of voting in congress. Students will raise
their hands or stand up.

Yield: an action in which a member is called on to speak but declines
recognition, thus yielding his time to another member who wishes to
speak.
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