
La Reina Cal Lutheran Winter Invitational 2/18 
 
Thank you so much for taking time out of your day to judge for us! This document contains a 
comprehensive list of the rules for all of the events that need judges for our tournament today, 
as well as links to training videos to help explain what you should look for when judging a 
round.  
 
If you have any questions or experience any problems during a round, you can visit this Zoom 
virtual meeting room: 
https://zoom.us/j/91844828324?pwd=QzZKS3JKWlJra2d0MnlwTzh4eGdndz09 
 
General Notes 
 
Events marked “Middle School” and “JV” will follow middle school rules. Elementary and middle 
school events follow middle school rules unless otherwise specified. 
 
All events have a thirty-second grace period, meaning the speaker may go over the 
maximum time listed by 30 seconds with no penalty. A speaker who goes past the thirty-second 
grace period may not be ranked first in the round, but does not need to be ranked last. In the 
final round, all judges in the panel must agree that a speaker has gone beyond the grace period. 
 
There are no minimum times for any of the speech events. Please do not penalize students 
for having short speeches. Some events with a small number of entries have been merged, 
including elementary and middle school events. Elementary speeches generally have a shorter 
time requirement than middle school speeches, so please do not mark elementary students 
down for having shorter speeches.  
 
Implicit bias is a form of bias that occurs automatically and unintentionally, that nevertheless 
affects judgments, decisions, and behaviors. Research has shown implicit bias can pose a 
barrier to historically disadvantaged students in speech and debate. We are committed to 
building an inclusive and safe space for all our students, so please reflect carefully about the 
ways in which you give feedback to students.  
 
As most of the student competitors are under the age of 18, any recording/filming or 
photography of the rounds is prohibited, both by the judges and the other competitors in the 
room, as well as any spectators. The only exception is if a parent is filming their child and only 
their child. If you notice any spectators or other competitors filming the person currently 
speaking, ask them to stop filming and/or delete the recording. 
 
How to Run a Round 
 
As soon as you receive an email or text with a link to your ballot, click on it. This will take you to 
your virtual ballot on Tabroom.com. Click “Start” so that we know you have received your ballot. 
Begin the round by taking roll. If any speakers are double-entered, allow them to speak first. If 
not all speakers in the round are present due to one or more being double-entered, wait at least 
45 minutes from the start of the round for the speaker to show up before marking them as a no-
show.  
 
After all of the speakers have gone, you will assign each one a rank from 1 to 7 (or 5, or 6, 
depending on how many speakers were in the round) based off of how well they did compared 



to the others in the round. Please try to submit your ballot with the rankings within a few minutes 
of dismissing the speakers after everyone has presented. You only need to input a minimum of 
10 words of feedback onto each ballot before submitting. You are free to add more comments 
later, until the end of the tournament. On your judge account, you should see “Past Ballots.” 
Click on this and you will see the ballots for this tournament, and then you can click on the 
ballots for each round and add more comments. It is recommended that you take notes during 
each speaker’s performance. Feedback should include not only things the speaker could 
improve on but also things that they did well. Try to balance suggestions for improvement and 
compliments as best you can. Please remember these are young students, some even in 
elementary school. Try to be as courteous and encouraging in your feedback as you can. 
 
This tournament will use both rankings and speaker points to determine the final placements. 
Please award a number of speaker points to each speaker based off of how good you feel their 
performance was. The number of speaker points should reflect the ranking you gave the 
speaker (ex: Don’t award perfect speaker points to the speaker ranked last in the round.) 
 
For the final round, if there are multiple judges listed for the round, make sure all judges have 
arrived before starting the round. 
 
 

Event Rules 
 

Impromptu (IMP) 
 
Training video: Judge Training - Impromptu 
 
Elementary/JV rules: An impromptu speech, substantive in nature, with topic selections 
varied by round and by section. Topics will be derived from concrete nouns, abstract 
nouns, proverbs, famous people, quotations, or additional topic areas at the discretion 
of the tournament host. Speakers will have a total of 7 minutes for both preparation and 
speaking. They may divide this time up however they wish, but the standard is 2 
minutes of prep and 5 minutes of speaking. Timing commences with the acceptance of 
the topics sheet. Copy and paste the speaker’s topics listed on your ballot into the chat. 
Once you have verified that the speaker has seen the topics in the chat, start the 
timer.  A single notecard not to exceed 4x6 may be used during the presentation. No 
props may be used. Each speaker will draw three topics and choose one. Judges 
should provide auditory time signals while the speaker is prepping and visual time 
signals during the performance of the speech. 
 
High School rules: Topics will be selected from any source, including concrete nouns, quotations, 
general topics of current interest, single abstract nouns, famous people, famous historic events, and 
brief thought-provoking questions. Each contestant shall draw three topics from a judge in the round 
and immediately select one. No more than two minutes of prep time shall be allowed the speaker 
prior to the speech. Timing begins the moment the selection of the topic has been made. Let the 
contestants know when one minute of prep time has passed. When the speaker is presenting their 
speech, give visual time signals for how much time they have left. No sources may be consulted 
during the preparation time. The speaker may make notes during the two-minute preparation, 



however as stipulated, notes are not allowed during the presentation of the speech. Contestants 
shall not speak more than five minutes. There is no minimum time. 
 
Spontaneous Argumentation (SPAR) 
 
Rules are the same for Elementary and Middle School SPAR.  Further information about SPAR can 
be found on the “SPAR Rules” document on the main tournament page, but use the time limits on 
this document.  
 
 

• Debaters will be assigned to the pro or con side by the judge prior to the start of the round. Each 
pair will consider 3 issues/resolutions.  

• The pro will strike one resolution and then the con will strike one of the two remaining 
resolutions, leaving the pair with one final resolution to debate.  

• Both sides will have two minutes to prepare their arguments before speaking must commence. 
The pro speaker will give a two-minute speech in favor of the resolution; immediately after that 
speech, the con speaker will refute the position in a two-minute constructive manner.  

• Strict adherence to the exact wording of the resolution is not required, but the debaters should 
at least regard the topic as a common frame-of-reference.  

• Following the opening statements, there will be a 4 minute open crossfire. The pair should 
question each other. (judges, other spectators, and competitors that are not speaking are not 
permitted to ask questions).  

• Two rebuttal speeches of the pro and con respectively complete the round.  
• No preparation time during the debate is allowed.  
• Spar competitors should be judged on the basis of overall wit, persuasion and quality argument 

construction. Competitors may not access the Internet during the prep time or during the 
round. 

SPAR Structure: 
1. Prep time (2 minutes) 
2. Pro constructive (2 minutes) 
3. Con constructive (2 minutes) 
4. Crossfire (4 minutes) 
5. Pro rebuttal (2 minutes) 
6. Con rebuttal (2 minutes) 

 

Extemporaneous (EXT) 
 
Training video: Judge Training - Extemp Speaking 
 
JV rules: Contestants will be given three topics in the general area of current events, 
choose one, and have 30 minutes to prepare a speech that is the original work of the 
competitor. Contestants may not leave the preparation area until dismissed by the 
Extemp proctor. Consultation with any person other than the Extemp proctor between 
the time of drawing and time of speaking is prohibited. Maximum time limit for the 
speech is 7 minutes. Once a speaker has spoken, they may listen to other speakers in 
that round. Use of Internet is optional.  
 



Since Extemp prep takes 30 minutes, it is not unusual for students to arrive in the 
competition room a while after the round has started. Please be patient and wait at least 
30 minutes for the students to arrive; do not mark anyone a no-show.  
 

Platform 
 
Training video (Original Oratory): Judge Training - Original Oratory 
Training video (Informative): Judge Training - Informative Speaking 
 
This event is a merging of Original Oratory (OO), Informative (INF), and Original Advocacy 
(OA). All of these speeches are the original work of the contestant. Though these events have 
slightly different conventions, judges should evaluate the general quality of each speech, both 
individually (reflected by speaker points) and in relation to each other (reflected by ranks). 
 
Just to give you an idea of the kinds of speeches you’ll hear in this round, the purpose of an OO 
speech is to persuade the audience about an important topic with far-reaching effects, some 
that even relate to the human condition (ex: grief, self-awareness, etc.).  
 
The purpose of an OA is to discuss a public policy issue for which the speaker proposes a 
specific legislative solution. 
 
An informative speech is meant to inform the audience about a particular topic, with the 
additional option to use visual aids. Only informative speakers may use visual aids; costumes, 
props, and visual aids are not allowed for any of the other speeches.  
 
JV rules: Maximum time limit for middle school is five minutes, maximum time for high school 
novice division is ten minutes. Do not penalize students for having short speeches. 
 
Open (O) rules: Multiple sources should be used and cited during the delivery of the speech. Any 
non-factual reference, including a personal one, must be so identified. Topics fabricated by the 
speaker may not be used. No notes, visual or audio aids, or manuscripts shall be permitted during 
delivery, except for informative speeches. Speeches shall be no longer than ten minutes; there is no 
minimum time. 
 
Interp (INT) 
 
This event is a merging of Dramatic Interpretation (DI), Humorous Interpretation (HI), and Original 
Prose and Poetry (OPP). In interpretation events, speakers take someone else’s writing (publicly 
performed speech, play, movie, book, etc.) and perform their own interpretation of it (with the 
exception of Original Prose and Poetry, where the piece being performed was written by the 
speaker).  
 
Training video (covers Humorous and Dramatic Interp): Judge Training - Interpretation Events 
 
Though these events have different conventions, judges should evaluate the general quality of 
each speech, both individually (reflected by speaker points) and in relation to each other 
(reflected by ranks). All of these speeches are meant to create an engaging performance that 
moves the audience, with HI doing so with a humorous tone, DI with a serious tone, and OPP 
with either humor, drama, or a combination of both.  



 
To know which speeches are OPP, ask the speakers to give the title and author of their pieces 
before they perform. If a speaker gives their own name for the author or outright says they wrote 
the piece, it is OPP.  
 
All of these speeches are to be no longer than 10 minutes, with the exception of middle school 
OPP, where the limit is seven minutes. There is no minimum time. Please do not penalize 
middle school OPP speakers for having short speeches. High School OPP has a time limit of 
ten minutes. HI and DI speakers must identify the title and author of their pieces during their 
introductions. No props or costumes are to be used. Notes and prompting are not permitted; the 
speeches must be delivered from memory. 
 
Declamation (DEC) 
 
Training video: Judge Training - Declamation 
 
Elementary/JV/Middle School rules: A memorized performance of a speech, not written 
by the contestant. The speech must have been delivered in public. The speaker should 
present an introduction that states the title, author, and date of the speech they are 
reciting. This is not an acting event; thus, no costumes, props, lighting, etc., are to be 
used. Maximum time is 10 minutes including introduction. 
 
High School rules: The selection must be from a published speech which shall have been 
delivered as a public address by a real person; however, speeches given by high school or college 
students in competition shall not be permitted. Public address is defined as a formal spoken 
communication, a formal speech, a formal oral communication to an audience. Synonyms include 
“lecture,” “oration,” and “speech.” The author, title (if given), occasion, place and date of the original 
delivery of the speech shall be given by the contestant when the selection is introduced. Costumes 
or props (the use of something extraneous to the body) are prohibited. Although gestures or 
pantomime may be used, they should be used with restraint. The interpretation must be delivered 
from memory; no notes, prompting, or scripts shall be permitted. Presentations shall be no longer 
than ten minutes; there is no minimum time. 
 
 


