
 
 

 

The Clover Hill Groundhog Classic Speech and 
Debate Tournament! 

 
WHEN:  Saturday, February 4, 2023 
 
WHERE:  Clover Hill High School, 13301 Kelly Green Lane, Midlothian, VA 23112 
 
REGISTRATION:   
 
Please submit all tournament entries through the tabroom website.  See instructions on the first 
page of this invitation under “How to Make Your Entries.” 
 
All registration must be done through the tournament website on Tabroom.com.   
 

● If you do not have a tabroom account go to www.tabroom.com, click on the SIGN-UP link in 
the upper-right of the webpage. This takes you to the CREATE YOUR TABROOM ACCOUNT 
page. Complete the form. See http://docs.tabroom.com/Sign_Up for detailed instructions. 

● When you have finished setting up your team account, add your debaters and judges to it.   
● Enter your debaters for the tournament at http://cloverhillgroundhogclassic.tabroom.com 

or just find Clover Hill Tournament on the tabroom homepage under 2/4/23. 

Linking Accounts to Tabroom.com 

All individuals present at the tournament (coaches, judges, and students) must have an 
active tabroom.com account to access schedules, postings, complete ballots, and access ballots.  

Please use THIS SHEET to see if any of your students need to create and/or link their 
personal tabroom.com accounts to your school's main account. Instructions to link accounts to your 
school account are found HERE. 

 
 

http://docs.tabroom.com/Sign_Up
http://cloverhillgroundhogclassic.tabroom.com/
http://tabroom.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AdEEkUEfyQdJl__Ex8NFwf09j0GROzej5lh7AkLXYXQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://tabroom.com/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/tabroom-files/tourns/13670/postings/19071/StudentAccountLinkingInstructionsforTabroom.pdf


EVENTS:  This Speech and Debate tournament will follow VHSL rules to prepare students for 
upcoming conference, regional and state tournaments, although private schools are encouraged to 
compete as well.  Middle school students are also encouraged to compete in the novice category. 
 
The following speech categories will be offered (3 rounds each):   
 
Extemp*, Impromptu, Original Oratory, Prose, Poetry, DI, HI, Serious Duo**, Humorous Duo**, 
Storytelling, Duo Improv, and Original Spoken Word Poetry***.   

• Students MAY double-enter in speech categories. 
 
*Students entered in Extemp may NOT double enter for our tournament. 
**Serious & Humorous Duo may be combined based on the number of entries. 
***OSW Poetry - in this category the student presents a poem or collection of poems that the 
student has written himself.  The use of a manuscript is OPTIONAL in this category, but all 
competitors should bring 3 hard copies of their poem(s) so that they can submit a copy to the judges 
at the end of each round as is done in OO.  
 
Lincoln-Douglas:  Novice* and Open (novice debaters must be in their first year of competitive 
debate).  4 rounds.  The Lincoln-Douglas topic will be the NSDA topic for January-February: 
Resolved: Justice requires open borders for human migration. 
     
Public Forum:  Novice* and Open.  4 rounds.  The Public Forum topic will be NSDA topic for 
January:  Resolved: The United States Federal Government should increase its diplomatic efforts 
to peacefully resolve internal armed conflicts in West Asia. 
 

Student Congress:  Open division.  2 sessions of Congress, 2 hours each. 
 

Each school must submit legislation and each student may submit one bill or resolution.   
 

Email Congress legislation to hunter_clark@ccpsnet.net by January 26th, 2023. 
 
Congress Topics   
National 
Universal Pre-K 
D.C. +/or Puerto Rican Statehood 
 
International 
Climate Reparations 
Wildlife Trafficking 
 
Economic 
Ticketmaster Tyranny 
Cryptocurrency Regulation 
 
Virginia 
Open Carry 
Tax Reform 
 
DROPS:  Drops (for any reason) are permitted up to 48 hours before the tournament with no 
penalty.  Drops within 48 hours require schools to honor the entry fees AND still require the original 
judging quota.  If the original judging quota is not met upon registration, students may not be able 
to compete and there will be a $50 dropped judge fee. 
 



JUDGES   
Each school is responsible for providing their own judges with the following quotas: 

1 judge for: 
…every 2 Lincoln-Douglas Debate entries or fraction thereof, 
…every 2 Public Forum Debate entries or fraction thereof, 
…every 5 Speech/Student Congress entries or fraction thereof.  Judges entered to cover entries in 
Congress will be placed in the speech pool.   
 

➢ Important:  Please ensure that your judges have a tabroom account linked to your school and a 
charged laptop or portable electronic device for submitting their electronic ballots. 

 
COSTS: 

➢ $10 Per Entry.  This includes a pizza/chips/bottled water lunch for all competitors. 
➢ Richmond Forum Speech and Debate Initiative schools pay no fees due to their generous 

contributions to the tournament.  
➢ Please bring checks payable to Clover Hill High School.  Your team homepage for the 

tournament will have access to an invoice document once you have finalized your entries. 
 
 

SCHEDULE: 
 
 Registration:     8:00-8:30 am 

 Judges meeting:     8:45 am 

 Round 1 (speech/LD/PF):  9:15 am 

 Session 1 Congress   9:15-11:30 
 Round 2 (speech/LD/PF):  10:30 am 

Round 3 LD/PF:   11:30 pm 

 **Lunch (see below) 

Session 2 Congress:    12:30 pm-2:30 pm  

 Round 3 speech:   1 pm 

 Round 4 LD/PF:   1:30 pm 

 Awards Assembly:     4 pm 
 
 

LUNCH: 
 
We will be providing lunch for our judges and coaches.  Competitors will be provided the lunch 
“combo meal” of 2 pizza slices, a bag of chips and a drink that is built into their registration cost.  
Additional water, soda, pizza, chips, candy and other snacks will be available for purchase from our 
concession stand.  Parents and students who are observing rounds will need to pay for any 
concession items.  Going off campus for lunch is not recommended as it could complicate the 
tournament schedule and possibly lead to forfeited rounds.   
 
QUESTIONS? 
 
If you have questions or problems with the tabroom website, please contact Hunter Clark at 
hunter_clark@ccpsnet.net  
   
Best, 
Hunter Clark  
Clover Hill Speech and Debate Coach  

mailto:hunter_clark@ccpsnet.net

