
Middleton Cardinal Kerfuffle Debate Tournament 

Speech Times 
 

Public Forum 
• Prep time – 4 minutes 

• Tech time – 15 minutes (if needed) 

Speech 
Time 

Limit 
Purpose 

Team A Speaker 1 – 

Constructive 
4 minutes Present the team’s case 

Team B Speaker 1 – 

Constructive 
4 minutes Present the team’s case 

Crossfire 3 minutes 
Speaker 1 from Team A & B alternate asking and 

answering questions 

Team A Speaker 2 – 

Rebuttal 
4 minutes Refute the opposing side’s arguments 

Team B Speaker 2 – 

Rebuttal 
4 minutes Refute the opposing side’s arguments 

Crossfire 3 minutes 
Speaker 2 from Team A & B alternate asking and 

answering questions 

Team A Speaker 1 – 

Summary 
3 minutes Begin crystallizing the main issues in the round 

Team B Speaker 1 – 

Summary 
3 minutes Begin crystallizing the main issues in the round 

Grand Crossfire 3 minutes All four debaters involved in a crossfire at once 

Team A Speaker 2 – Final 

Focus 
2 minutes Explain reasons that you win the round 

Team B Speaker 2 – Final 

Focus 
2 minutes Explain reasons that you win the round 

 

 

 

 



Lincoln-Douglas 
• Prep time – 5 minutes 

• Tech time – 15 minutes (if needed) 

 

Speech 
Time 

Limit 
Purpose 

Affirmative 

Constructive 

6 

minutes 
Present the affirmative case 

Negative Cross-

Examination 

3 

minutes 
Negative asks questions of the affirmative 

Negative 

Constructive 

7 

minutes 

Present the negative case and refute the 

affirmative case 

Affirmative 

Cross-

Examination 

3 

minutes 
Affirmative asks questions of the negative 

First Affirmative 

Rebuttal 

4 

minutes 

Refute the negative case and rebuild the 

affirmative case 

Negative 

Rebuttal 

6 

minutes 

Refute the affirmative case, rebuild the negative 

case, and offer reasons that negative should win 

the round, commonly referred to as voting 

issues. 

2nd Affirmative 

Rebuttal 

3 

minutes 

Address negative voting issues and offer 

reasons for why the affirmative should win. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Policy 
• Prep time – 10 minutes 

• Tech time – 15 minutes (if needed) 

Speech Abbreviation Time Limit 

1st Affirmative Constructive 1AC 8 minutes 

Negative Cross-Examination of Affirmative 3 minutes 

1st Negative Constructive 1NC 8 minutes 

Affirmative Cross-Examination of Negative 3 minutes 

2nd Affirmative Constructive 2AC 8 minutes 

Negative Cross-Examination of Affirmative 3 minutes 

2nd Negative Constructive 2NC 8 minutes 

Affirmative Cross-Examination of Negative 3 minutes 

1st Negative Rebuttal 1NR 5 minutes 

1st Affirmative Rebuttal 1AR 5 minutes 

2nd Negative Rebuttal 2NR 5 minutes 

2nd Affirmative Rebuttal 2AR 5 minutes 

Prep Time (each team)  8 minutes 

 


