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Welcome to the 2022 Novice Tournament! Enclosed, please find the following legislation. 

 

➢ Foreign Relations Committee: A Resolution to Rejoin the Trans-Pacific Partnership (MSDL) 

➢ Energy and Natural Resources Committee: A Resolution to Restart Keystone XL (MSDL) 

➢ Foreign Relations Committee: A Bill to Stop Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia to Protect Yemeni Lives 

(Natick HS) 

➢ Judiciary Committee: A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Lower the Voting Age (MSDL) 

 

I’m excited to kick off another season of MSDL Congressional Debate. We’ll start the session with a 

demo debate on one of the pieces of legislation led by experienced students. Then, we’ll open the floor 

for novices to participate. Be sure to take good notes and listen for feedback – our goal is to ease you 

into the event and help you feel comfortable so that you are excited to join us at future tournaments. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Joe Bowden 

MSDL Chair of Congress 

  



Some inspiration while you prepare for the tournament... 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



A Resolution to Rejoin the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
 

WHEREAS, Free trade between and among nations has a net positive impact on 1 

global wealth and well-being; and 2 

WHEREAS, Multilateral economic agreements facilitate free trade; and 3 

WHEREAS, President Trump withdrew the United States’ signature from the Trans-4 

Pacific Partnership, a free trade agreement; and 5 

WHEREAS, Withdrawal from the TPP leaves the United States out of a potentially 6 

beneficial trade arrangement with friendly nations; now, therefore, be it 7 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled call upon the current President to re-8 

sign the Trans-Pacific Partnership; and, be it 9 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled call upon the current President 10 

to submit the Trans-Pacific Partnership to the United States Senate for 11 

ratification. 12 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 
for competitive and educational purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 
policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL.  
  



A Resolution to Restart Keystone XL 
 

WHEREAS, The United States depends upon foreign countries to meet its energy needs; and 

WHEREAS, Some of those countries are unfriendly to the United States, which raises 

economic disruption risks; and 

WHEREAS, Canada, a friendly country, can provide oil safely and cost-effectively through the 

Keystone XL Pipeline; and 

WHEREAS, Interdependence with Canada can improve American energy security and have 

positive economic benefits, including the creation of jobs; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled call upon the President to reverse the 

decision to terminate the Keystone XL pipeline with immediate effect. 
 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 

for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 

policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 

  



A Bill to Stop Arms Sales to Saudi Arabia to Protect Yemeni 
Lives 

 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The United States shall cease all ongoing or planned arms sales to 

all states  actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention (hereafter referred to 

as the “Intervention”) on behalf of the Yemeni Cabinet within the Yemeni Civil 

War. 

A. Should any nation(s) at time of passage not actively partaking in the 

Intervention begin to do so, all ongoing or planned sales to that nation shall 

cease. 

B. Should any nation(s) stop their active participation in the Intervention, sales 

to that country may resume 3 months after the cessation of their 

participation. 

SECTION 2.  

A. “All states actively partaking in the Saudi-led intervention” shall include, but 

is not limited to, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Egypt, and 

Jordan. 

B. “Arms sales” shall be defined as authorization of the sale or export of any 

defense article or defense service to a foreign entity, as defined in Title 22 

Section 2794 of U.S Code.  

SECTION 3. The Department of Defense shall oversee the implementation of 

this legislation.  

SECTION 4. This legislation shall go into effect starting January 1, 2023. All 

laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  

 

Respectfully submitted for Congressional Debate, 

Natick High School 

  



 

A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to 
Lower the Voting Age 

 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed 

as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents 

and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of 

the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress:  

 

ARTICLE --  

 

SECTION 1: States and other jurisdictions within the United States are empowered to authorize 

proxy votes for each parent who is legal guardian of a child under the age of sixteen for any 

election pertaining to elected representation or public funding of any public institution or 

system educating individuals under eighteen years of age in whole or in part. In no case shall 

the sum total of a proxy vote or votes for any child exceed one.  

 

SECTION 2: The right of citizens of the United States, who are fifteen years of age or older, to 

vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age. 

Such individuals who shall be fifteen years of age or older on the date of a general election shall 

not have their right to vote in any preceding pertaining contest to the general election be 

denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.  

 

SECTION 3: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Massachusetts Speech and Debate League. This legislation is 

for educational and competitive purposes only and does not necessarily constitute the endorsement of a 

policy position by the Board of Directors of the MSDL. 
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