
A Bill to Require FMLA to Grant Paid Maternity Leave 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) will allow eligible employees 

working for covered employers to take paid, job-protected leave for 

specified family and medical reasons with continuation of group health 

insurance for 12 weeks. 

SECTION 2. Definitions: 

A. Eligible is defined as employers that have at least 50 employees for at 

least 20 weeks in the current or previous year. 

B. Pay is defined as 90% of total salary. 

SECTION 3.   The additional funding will be included in the budget for the US  

                       Department of Labor and supplemented by a 3% tax increase on incomes  

                       over $400,000 a year. 

SECTION 4.   The US Department of Labor shall oversee the implementation and  

                        execution of this bill. 

SECTION 5. This legislation will take effect at the start of the 2024 fiscal year.  

SECTION 6.   All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

  

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Vivian Yang of Potomac Debate Academy 

  



A Resolution to Address Child Labor in Argentina 
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WHEREAS, Argentina is one of the countries with the worst child labor practices; and 

WHEREAS, This includes commercial sexual exploitation and dangerous agricultural 

work; and 

WHEREAS, The Argentinian labor inspectorate is extremely understaffed and unable to 

address all these issues; and  

WHEREAS, The Argentinian Government government is not transparent about its efforts 

to combat these horrors; and  

WHEREAS,    There are existing gaps that limit the efficiency and the coordination of the 

government to enforce mandates; there be it  

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled that we urge Argentina to increase their 

labor inspectorate and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge the Argentinian government to publish their findings 

on child labor and improve government oversight and coordination. 

 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Emma Lee of Potomac Debate Academy 

 

  



An Amendment to Remove the Prison Labor Clause of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States 

 

Be it enacted by the Congress here assembled: 

 

1 Resolved, That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the  

2  United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as a part of the Constitution  

3  when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states within seven years from 

4  the date of its submission by Congress: 

 

5  Section 1: All involuntary prison labor shall now be abolished and legally considered slavery. 

 

6  Section 2: The amended Section 1 of the thirteenth amendment shall now read, “Neither  

7  slavery nor involuntary servitude, including as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall 

8  have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.” 

 

9  Section 3: The Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons, and individual states’  

10  Departments of Corrections shall oversee implementation and enforcement of this legislation. 

 

11  Section 4: This legislation shall take effect one year after the date of ratification. 

 

12  Section 5: All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 

13  Respectfully submitted for Congressional Debate by Jack Curtis and Alexander Jacob of the  

14  Utica Academy for International Studies 

 



The Body Autonomy Act  
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THIS CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:  

 

1 SECTION 1. Title XII will be added to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that will give every US  

2 citizen the right to body autonomy; living or dead. 

3 SECTION 2. Body autonomy refers to the right to make any medical or nonmedical decisions  

4 pertaining to their individual body. 

5  A. Minors and those deemed mentally incapable of making their own decisions will have  

6      their legal guardians make decisions on their behalf.  

7  B. Legal guardians whose request is determined by a judicial court as unreasonable will  

8      have their medical or non-medical requests denied.   

9 SECTION 3. Any violations against the body autonomy of a US citizen will be punished in  

10 accordance with federal law.  

11 SECTION 4. This bill will be put into effect January 1st, 2023. 

12 SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Senator Gallina of the Utica Academy for International Studies 



A Bill to Invest in the Puerto Rican Power Grid 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. Congress shall direct $10 billion to the territory of Puerto Rico to be used to strengthen 

3 that territory’s power grid, specifically to help it withstand and recover from extreme 

4 weather events more effectively. 

5 SECTION 2. These funds shall be offset via a new 10% tax on fossil fuel industry revenues. 

6 SECTION 3. Section 1 of this legislation shall be overseen by the Department of Energy. Section 2 shall 

7 be overseen by the Internal Revenue Service. 

8 SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect at the start of the next fiscal year. 

9 SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 



A Bill to Transition the United States to the Metric System 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. The United States shall end its official usage of United States customary units and transition 

3 toward the International System of Units, commonly referred to as the metric system, as 

4 defined by the General Conference on Weights and Measures. 

5 SECTION 2. All future documentation and reports produced by U.S. government agencies and entities 

6 at all levels shall immediately begin utilizing metric units. They may present U.S. customary 

7 units parenthetically alongside metric units for five years from the date of passage, at 

8 which point U.S. customary units shall be prohibited on government documents and 

9 reports. 

10 SECTION 3. Within two years of the date of passage, all outside organizations doing business with U.S. 

11 government agencies and entities at all levels must begin utilizing metric units in any 

12 government interactions. This includes items sold in U.S. markets that are regulated by a 

13 U.S. government agency, such as motor vehicles. 

14 SECTION 4. Units on government signage, including signage erected by the Federal Highway 

15 Administration (FHA) and other Department of Transportation (DOT) agencies, shall be 

16 switched to metric gradually whenever individual signs need to be replaced. Within twenty 

17 years of the date of passage, any signage that does not yet feature metric units shall have 

18 metric units added. Signage of unique historic or cultural value is exempt from these 

19 requirements. 

20 SECTION 5. This legislation shall be overseen by all relevant agencies. The National Park Service shall 

21 serve in an advisory role for Section 4. 

22 SECTION 6. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2023. 

23 SECTION 7. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 



A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Abolish the Senate 
 

 

1 RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed as 

2 an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents 

3 and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths 

4 of the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress: 

5 ARTICLE – 

6 SECTION 1:. The federal legislature shall henceforth be unicameral, and the 

7 Senate shall be abolished. 

8 All Constitutional duties and privileges heretofore invested in the Senate 

9 shall be henceforth bestowed upon the House of Representatives. 

10 Redundant duties and privileges shall be rescinded, with the House of 

11 Representatives assuming full authority on these matters. 

12 SECTION 2: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 

13 legislation. 



A Bill to Cede the Majority of Washington, D.C. to Maryland 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. The territory of the District of Columbia (D.C.) shall be ceded to Maryland to become part 

3 of that state, with the exception of an area surrounding the U.S. Capitol Building, the 

4 Supreme Court, the White House, and the National Mall, with that area’s borders drawn 

5 along the roads that most closely encircle these locations, which shall remain the nation’s 

6 constitutionally mandated federal district. 

7 SECTION 2. One half of D.C.’s current federal budget shall be redirected to Maryland to assist in 

8 administering this new territory and in providing for the new Marylanders who live there. 

9 The remaining half shall be retained for administration of the nation’s federal district. 

10 SECTION 3. This legislation shall take effect on July 16, 2029. 

11 SECTION 4. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 



A Bill to Forbid the Use of Credit Scores in Lending 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. No lender may base a decision to approve or deny a loan on an individual’s credit score or 

3 credit report, nor may lenders use credit scores and reports to determine interest rates or 

4 set credit limits. 

5 SECTION 2. A credit report is defined as an account of an individual’s history of repaying debts. A credit 

6 score is defined as a statistical representation of a credit report. 

7 SECTION 3. Any lender found to be in violation of this legislation shall be banned from engaging in 

8 lending for a period of 5 years and shall be liable for civil action from the affected 

9 individual. If a lender again violates this legislation following the first 5-year ban, the ban 

10 shall be reinstated permanently. 

11 SECTION 4. This legislation shall be overseen by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau. 

12 SECTION 5. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2023. 

13 SECTION 6. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 



A Bill to End Distracted Driving 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. Congress shall allocate $100 million per year to fund research into technology that can 

3 determine with a high degree of certainty (with a margin of error of no more than 1 in 

4 10,000) whether a driver is manually using a mobile electronic device such as a cell phone 

5 while operating a motor vehicle and which will immediately alert law enforcement of this 

6 fact so that local prohibitions on distracted driving may be more consistently enforced. 

7 SECTION 2. Once this technology has been developed, the fund shall be re-diverted to states, 

8 territories, and the federal district to be used to subsidize installation of devices that track 

9 and report this behavior in all registered motor vehicles. States, territories, and the federal 

10 district shall have five years from the date of this funding transfer to ensure that all 

11 registered motor vehicles within their jurisdiction have this technology installed and 

12 functioning. Any that fail to comply shall lose federal highway funding until such time as 

13 compliance is reached. 

14 SECTION 3. Within two years of this funding transfer, all motor vehicles sold within the United States 

15 will be required to have this technology installed and functioning. Any vendor that sells a 

16 motor vehicle without this technology after this deadline shall be fined $10,000 per 

17 infraction. 

18 SECTION 4. If this technology has not been developed within three years of the passage of this 

19 legislation, a report will be issued to Congress detailing progress and next steps to be 

20 considered. 

21 SECTION 5. This legislation shall be overseen by the Department of Transportation. 

22 SECTION 6. This legislation shall take effect at the start of the next fiscal year. 

23 SECTION 7. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 



A Bill to Ban “Best Before” Labels 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. The printing or affixing of “best before” labels on food is henceforth prohibited, as is any 

3 other indication that food should be consumed by a certain date unless consumption after 

4 that date would pose a verifiable health risk, as determined by the Food and Drug 

5 Administration (FDA). 

6 SECTION 2.  The printing or affixing of expiration date labels and of “use by” labels on foods that do 

7 pose a health risk when consumed after a certain point will may continue. 

8 SECTION 3. This legislation shall be overseen by the FDA. 

9 SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2023. 

10 SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 



A Bill to Require Follow-up and Closure in Media Coverage of Alleged Crime 
 

 

1 BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED: 

2 SECTION 1. Any media outlet that runs a story on an alleged crime and in doing so mentions the name 

3 of, or otherwise clearly identifies any alleged perpetrators, must provide timely and 

4 proportional follow-up and closure on the story as soon as any developments become 

5 publicly available. Specifically, media outlets must report dropping of charges against an 

6 alleged perpetrator and explain the circumstances that led to the false accusation. 

7 SECTION 2. A media outlet is defined as a company or organization that reports the news to the public 

8 via any format, including but not limited to, print distribution, television and radio, 

9 podcasts, websites, and social media. In the context of this legislation, timely means within 

10 72 hours of the news having become public, unless the next publication or broadcast would 

11 not occur within that timespan, in which case the news must be reported whenever the 

12 next publication or broadcast does occur (and within 72 hours via the outlet’s social media 

13 accounts). In the context of this legislation, proportional means with the same prominence 

14 and duration as the outlet gave in its initial reporting on the story. 

15 SECTION 3. Any media outlet found to be in violation of this legislation shall be fined $100,000 for each 

16 infraction and shall be liable to civil action from any individual or individuals whose 

17 reputations were maligned by the media outlet’s failure to comply. Any media outlet found 

18 to have violated this legislation three or more times shall have its license to broadcast or 

19 publish news revoked. 

20 SECTION 4. This legislation shall be overseen by the Federal Communications Commission. 

21 SECTION 5. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2023. 

22 SECTION 6. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

 


