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Competitive Integrity 
Adapted from the Barkley Forum for High Schools at Emory University (2022). 
 
Our community has been reckoning with concerns of competitive integrity, particularly in terms of 
efforts to communicate outside the set schedule and environment (in-person or virtual space) of 
tournaments, where not all students have the ability or accessibility to be part of conversations. 
When such communication is unmoderated by adults outside a tournament, but directly related to 
that tournament, it can cause problems. Competitors in the past have reported feeling undue 
pressure and even harassment; this also extends competitive dynamics into personal lives of students 
outside the timeframe and context of a tournament. Both of these are unsound from a social-
emotional learning (SEL) standpoint, especially as educators discuss how SEL and mental health 
concerns have been exacerbated by the pandemic. Equity and fairness must be hallmarks of 
interscholastic competition. While we do not prohibit outside communication, we ask teams to 
have constructive conversations about how outside-of-tournament communication pertaining to 
tournament dynamics, such as lobbying for votes on legislative dockets, agenda order, speech 
recognition, presiding officer nominations, etc., is inadvertently fostering anxiety in peers for lack of 
inclusion. A number of schools already have pledged to not engage in this type of communication.  
 
We have not established a tournament-sanctioned time and place to foster such conversations 
between contestants from different schools, because registration is fluid over the next several weeks 
(meaning we could not provide this equitably), and we do not wish increase the burden of time and 
pressure beyond the set schedule of the tournament, as well as burden to schools of provide 
supervising adults to moderate such discussions; this is in acknowledgement that not all schools and 
students have the privilege of time and resources to participate in that extended capacity. 
 
We encourage feedback from participants – coaches, contestants, judges, and observers – on any 
way in which we can provide the best possible educational and competitive experience.  



What We Do 
✦ Extensive one-on-one coaching 
✦ Targeted skill focus 
✦ Simulated competition sessions 
✦ Leadership training 
✦ Engage with lawmakers & experts 
✦ Discuss issues from multiple ideological 

perspectives in a supportive atmosphere 
✦ Network with students from around the United 

States and the world!

Congressional DebateHARVARD
Debate Council
Summer Workshops

Standard or Advanced Curriculum 
Our advanced program is for experienced students who have 
demonstrated considerable or consistent success in 
competition, and are looking to stand out with deeper content, 
stronger delivery, and more memorability each round. Focus 
will be on honing skills to research more efficiently, devise 
higher level argumentation, write speeches quicker, refute 
decisively, and stand out in a room as a leader. Practice will be 
intense, breaking bad habits and forging effective ones.

Confirmed 2023 instructors: 
Adam Jacobi 
Victoria Beard 
Nautica Flowers 
Matthew Lee  
Ojasvi Saxena 
Alex Zhang 

“All the instructors I worked with, 
whether coaches or fresh off the 
circuit, provided insight into how 
to structure strong debates and 
also use debate as a form of self-
improvement, both in oration 
and personal character.”  
– 2021 Participant

“I liked making 
relationships with 
people online. Yes, I 
would definitely 
recommend this 
workshop because it 
was engaging, fun, 
and I learned a lot.”

We make online                    meaningful.

for students in grades 6-12

“Through this experience, I was able to compete with 
students and learn from mentors who do have 
experience at a high level, to force me to become 
better in every capacity of what it means to be a 
successful debater. I learned to write better 
speeches, present in an ethically smart yet 
passionate manner, and conduct research with 
unique contentions that built beyond surface level 
arguments. All the individuals I encountered at this 
workshop, regardless of their experience, were 
passionate about what they do and sought new ways 
to interact with others despite only having access 
through a computer screen. As a student who is 
involved with DEI work, I have witnessed the difficulty 
in getting students to engage with each other 
equitably, inclusively, and justly. I want to express 
my gratitude, as this workshop introduced a safe 
space in which all students were challenged to not 
only become better debaters, but better people. In a 
world where global challenges appear to be further 
complicating themselves concurrently to a new 
generation of American division, having a space that 
had diverse perspectives embraced and expressed 
was one of the most valuable things to me, a student, 
who struggles with creating such conversations and 
spaces in school.”    – 2021 Participant

Teaching with compassion, 
character, and credibility.

Fostering belonging with equity and integrity.

Learn about curriculum, award-winning faculty, and 
campus or online environment at hdcsw.org. 

We foster sustained growth in an innovative, fun, and safe environment 
to encourage students to reach beyond their potential. Respected and 
experienced instructors layer-in skills methodically to ensure mastery, 
complemented by reflective learning, and personal goal setting. This is 
augmented with individualized attention and personal development.

June 25-July 7, 2023 Online 
July 9-July 21, 2023 In-person

Massachusetts 
State House 

Tour

http://www.hdcsw.org


2023 Harvard National Forensics Tournament - Middle School Congressional Legislation

Page Session Title School
1 Prelims A Bill to Ban Employers from Conducting Credit Checks DE
2 Prelims A Bill to Ban the Chemical PFAS in all Industries and Commerce NF
3 Prelims A Bill to Enact Presumed Consent for Organ Donation HY
4 Prelims A Bill to Promote Academic Excellence Through Increased Merit Aid FJ
5 Prelims A Bill to Provide Financial Aid to Domestic Abuse Victims NF
6 Prelims A Bill to Subsidize Electric Vehicles to Combat Climate Change FJ
7 Prelims A Resolution to Condemn the Myanmar Junta and Encourage Regime 

Change in the country
DE

8 Prelims A Resolution to Restore Peace in Yemen HY
9 Prelims The American Bottle Bill of 2023 HY

10 Semifinal A Bill to Implement Desalination Plants in the US
11 Semifinal A Bill to Provide Free Ridership
12 Semifinal A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Impose Term Limits on 

Congress
13 Final A Bill to Ban Fracking
14 Final A Bill to Ban Standardized Testing in College Admissions
15 Final A Bill to Increase the Minimum Wage



A Bill to Ban Employers from Conducting Credit Checks 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT:

SECTION 1. Midsize and large firms that have existed for more than 5 

years shall  

hereby cease the conducting of credit checks on job candidates for that 

firm. 

SECTION 2. Definitions: 

A. Midsize and large firms are defined as corporations making a

minimum average of $60 million in revenue per year.

B. A job candidate is defined as someone who has submitted his/her

resume to a firm to hold an occupation there.

SECTION 3. The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau will be 

responsible for the 

              administration and enforcement of this bill. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect immediately upon being 

signed into law. 

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared 

null and voice. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Ban the Chemical PFAS in all Industries and 
Commerce  

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All uses of the chemical PFAS in all industries are banned and will no 2 

longer be allowed to be used in the manufacturing, production, and 3 

selling of goods.  4 

SECTION 2. A. PFAS, meaning perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, which 5 

are linked to cancer, thyroid disruption, reduced kidney function, and 6 

more.  7 

B. All industries, meaning any industry that uses PFAS in its production of 8 

goods and services.  9 

C.  A ban, meaning that PFAS is legally prohibited and is not allowed to be 10 

used in any goods or services produced. 11 

SECTION 3. The enforcement of this legislation will be overseen by the Food and Drug 12 

Administration.   13 

A. If a company is found in violation of this ban, the business will be 14 

charged 5% of its annual gross profits 15 

B.  If a business is in repeated violation of this ban, the owner or 16 

equivalent (e.g., CEO, board members, etc) will be at risk of facing 17 

federal charges alongside an additional 5% charge of the business’ 18 

annual gross profits.  19 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on October 1, 2024. All laws in conflict 20 

with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.21 

Introduced for Congressional Debate.  
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A Bill to Enact Presumed Consent for Organ Donation 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. Presumed consent shall be the policy for organ donation 

across the United States. 

SECTION 2. Presumed consent shall be defined as giving permission 

unless declaring otherwise. 

SECTION 3. This legislation will be overseen, enforced, and funded by 

the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). 

A. At the time of filing federal forms or applying for or renewing an 

identification card, the applicant shall be deemed to have consented 

to anatomical donation of his or her organs and tissue upon the 

determination of the applicant’s legal death, unless the applicant 

expressly elects not to be an organ tissue donor. 

B. Legal guardians of citizens under 18 can opt out for dependents. 

C. The HRSA shall utilize $10 million to go towards a public education 

program. The program shall alert the American public of the change 

in system as well as educate the public on what organ donation is, what 

presumed consent means, etc. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2023. All laws in 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Promote Academic Excellence Through Increased Merit 
Aid 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. All public universities and community colleges will be 

required to provide merit scholarships that cover at least 30% of college 

tuition costs for students accepted out of state that have scored within the 

94th percentile or higher on the SAT or ACT to make college more 

affordable and reduce financial debt on students. Additionally, students 

who graduate in the top 10% of their class will be waived of application 

fees in an effort to further encourage academic success, while also 

increasing accessibility to help boost equality for those of lower 

socioeconomic status. 

SECTION 2. A. A merit scholarship will be defined as money awarded to 

students from a university for reaching the standard of academic 

achievement detailed in section one to help them pay for tuition.  

B. Universities will be defined as any post-secondary education institution. 

SECTION 3. The Department of Education will oversee the enforcement 

of this legislation by penalizing noncompliant universities with a 10% 

deduction in federal funding. 

A. The Department of Education is permitted to revisit public 

universities accepting an abundance of high-scoring students and 

grant them increased financial funding for their compliance with 

this legislation. 

B. The Department of Education will allow public universities and 

community colleges to revoke this merit scholarship if the minimum 

GPA standards set by the institution are not met by the end of 

every semester.  

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect at the beginning of 2024-

2025 school year. 

SECTION 5.      All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Provide Financial Aid to Domestic Abuse Victims 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States federal government shall provide up to $15,000 in 2 

direct financial aid to individual victims of domestic abuse to assist them 3 

in moving forward away from the abuse. 4 

SECTION 2. Domestic abuse shall be defined by Women’s Aid as an incident or 5 

pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening, degrading, 6 

exploitative, and/or violent behavior, in the majority of cases by a partner 7 

or ex-partner, but also by a family member or carer. 8 

SECTION 3. The Department of Justice (DOJ) shall oversee the implementation of this 9 

legislation. 10 

A. To receive the financial aid provided by this legislation, victims must 11 

provide persuasive evidence of the abuse in a hearing presided over 12 

by a federal judge. 13 

B.  The federal judge will determine the precise amount of financial aid 14 

to be distributed on a case-by-case basis, not exceeding $15,000. 15 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect at the beginning of FY 2024. All laws in 16 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate.  
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A Bill to Subsidize Electric Vehicles to Combat Climate Change 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The US Federal Government shall subsidize large vehicle 

corporations that either actively produce electric vehicles, or are in the 

process of doing so, to decrease the prices of these vehicles in order to 

increase accessibility and reduce greenhouse gases, and combat climate 

change. Additionally, money shall be allocated to build infrastructure that 

supports the maintenance of electric cars, such as charging stations. 

SECTION 2.      Large electric vehicle companies refer to car companies that 

not only currently manufacture electric vehicles or plan to, but additionally 

have a net worth of at least 25 billion dollars in USD. 

SECTION 3. The Department of Treasury, the Department of 

Transportation, and the Department of Energy will oversee the 

enforcement of this legislation. 

A. The Department of Treasury, the Department of Transportation, and 

the Department of Energy will work together to create contracts with 

large electric vehicle companies. The Department of Treasury and the 

Department of Transportation will focus on guaranteeing lower market 

prices for all of a company’s electric vehicles, meanwhile, the 

Department of Energy will make contracts to construct more charging 

stations and other infrastructure needed, both in exchange for a 

government-funded grant. 

B. The Department of Treasury is responsible for the allocation of money 

necessary to uphold the contracts made. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect at the beginning of FY 2025. 

SECTION 5.       All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared 

null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Resolution to Condemn the Myanmar Junta and Encourage 
Regime Change in the country 
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WHEREAS The Myanmar junta illegally seized power from a democratically-elected  

                           government; and 

WHEREAS Ever since their illegal takeover of the country, the junta 

has dramatically intensified its violent campaign against the opposition 

and minorities.Including conducting unjust genocides against ethnic 

minorities and unlawfully imprisoning Myanmar's democratically elected 

President Aung Sang Suu Kyi; and 

WHEREAS Ever since their illegal takeover the country, the junta has 

dramatically escalated its violent campaign against their opposition and 

minority populations; and 

WHEREAS The country's economy has collapsed and the Burmese 

people have continued to suffer. With a large amount of the population 

living in poverty and many experiencing food insecurity; therefore, be it  

RESOLVED,        That the Congress here assembled condemns the 

Myanmar junta and withdraws its ambassador from the country; and be 

it 

FURTHER RESOLVED,  That substantial economic and personal sanctions 

be placed upon all member of the junta and their allies; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED,    The the United States provide $1 billion of 

humanitarian aid to the Burmese people through non-governmental 

organizations operating in and around the country; and be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED,     That the United States provide $200 million in 

economic and and military assistance to the People’s Defense Force and 

their alliance of anti-junta militants 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Resolution to Restore Peace in Yemen 
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WHEREAS, The people of Yemen are the victims of a devastating 

military, humanitarian and political crisis; and 

WHEREAS, The driving forces behind instability and danger in Yemen is 

constant conflict and a lack of basic resources necessary to sustain life; and  

WHEREAS, Saudi Arabian warships blockaide shipments of food, water, 

and medicine to Yemeni civilians; and  

WHEREAS, The United States is responsible for supporting Saudi Arabia 

and it's catastrophic intervention in internal Yemeni civil conflicts; and 

WHEREAS, The support of the United States has been instrumental in 

Saudi Arabia's military operations in and around Yemen, training and 

assisting different branches of the Saudi Arabian armed forces; now, 

therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the United States stop 

all military aid and support to Saudi Arabia; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the United States Armed Forces stop all military 

operations in Saudi Arabia, excluding targeted and judicious 

counterterrorism operations approved by the U.S. Senate Committee on 

Armed Services. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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The American Bottle Bill of 2023 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. All sellers of plastic bottles, such as convenience or grocery 

stores, shall receive a cut in corporate income tax (CIT) for instituting a 

container-deposit system. 

A. Sellers who offer $0.05 compensation per bottle shall have their 

corporate income tax reduced by 1.25%. 

B. Sellers who offer $0.10 compensation per bottle shall have their 

corporate income tax reduced by 2%. 

SECTION 2. Plastic bottles shall be defined as bottles constructed from 

high-density or low density plastic, typically used to store liquids such as 

water. 

 A container-deposit system shall be defined as a system where 

consumers may deposit used plastic bottles at the same store in which 

they were purchased for a small monetary compensation. The store may 

dispense compensation in the form of currency or store credit. 

SECTION 3. This legislation shall be overseen by the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) and the United States Department of Commerce. 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect on Jul 1, 2023. 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared 

null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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Page Session Title School
1 Prelims A Bill to Subsidize Electric Vehicles to Combat Climate Change FJ
2 Prelims A Bill to Promote Academic Excellence Through Increased Merit Aid FJ
3 Prelims The American Bottle Bill of 2023 HY
4 Prelims A Resolution to Restore Peace in Yemen HY
5 Prelims A Bill to Enact Presumed Consent for Organ Donation HY
6 Prelims A Bill to Ban the Chemical PFAS in all Industries and Commerce NF
7 Prelims A Bill to Provide Financial Aid to Domestic Abuse Victims NF
8 Prelims A Resolution to Condemn the Myanmar Junta and Encourage Regime Change in the country DE
9 Prelims A Bill to Ban Employers from Conducting Credit Checks DE

10 Semifinal A Bill to Implement Desalination Plants in the US
11 Semifinal A Bill to Provide Free Ridership
12 Semifinal A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Impose Term Limits on Congress
13 Final A Bill to Ban Fracking
14 Final A Bill to Ban Standardized Testing in College Admissions
15 Final A Bill to Increase the Minimum Wage
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A Bill to Implement Desalination Plants in the U.S 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. The U.S Federal Government shall hereby invest in desalination plants in 

coastal cities. 

SECTION 2. A.) Desalination plants shall be defined as industrial facilities that use 

chemical or physical processes to reduce or recover salt concentrations 

from water supplies. 

B.) Coastal cities shall be defined as cities located on the interface or 

transition areas between land and sea, including large inland lakes with 

access to saltwater. 

SECTION 3. The Department of Interior (DOI) will be given 20 billion dollars to be 

allotted to private and state entities for the creation of desalination plants. 

The Bureau of Reclamation will be tasked with investing an additional 20 

million dollars into research and development through grants. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on August 1st, 2023 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Provide Free Ridership 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. A. All public-transit fares shall be eliminated.  

                          B. Revenue generated from a 0.5% increase in national sales tax shall be 

implemented towards funding current public-transit systems. Any 

remaining funds shall be allocated towards zero-emission bus rapid transit 

projects. 

SECTION 2. A. Public-transit fares shall be defined as the fee paid by a passenger for 

use of an urban public transport system, including rail, bus, and train. 

                           B. Zero-emission bus rapid transit projects shall be defined as projects 

devoted to developing new technology to increase the availability of bus 

transit systems that utilize non-green house gas emitting vehicles. 

SECTION 3. The Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration shall be 

responsible for the implementation and enforcement of Section A of this 

legislation. 

                          The Internal revenue Service shall be responsible for the implementation 

and enforcement of Section B of this legislation. 

SECTION 4. This bill shall take effect at the beginning of January 1st, 2024. 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Impose Term 
Limits on Congress 

 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article 1 

is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 2 

which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution 3 

when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states 4 

within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress: 5 

    ARTICLE -- 6 

SECTION 1: No incoming member of the United States House of 7 

Representatives may serve longer than three terms of two 8 

years.  9 

SECTION 2: No United States House of Representative already serving 10 

may serve for more than three additional terms of two 11 

years.  12 

SECTION 3: No incoming member of the United States Senate may 13 

serve longer than two terms of six years.   14 

SECTION 4:    No United States Senator already serving may serve for 15 

more than two additional terms of six years. 16 

SECTION 5: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 17 

appropriate legislation. 18 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Ban Fracking 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. This bill prohibits federal agencies from issuing permits for the expansion 2 

of fracking or fracked oil and natural gas infrastructure, including 3 

infrastructure, including infrastructure intended to extract, transport, or 4 

burn natural gas or oil. By 2030 all fracking permits will be revoked. By 5 

2030 the United States will be fracking free. 6 

SECTION 2. “Hydraulic fracturing or fracking is a process to extract underground 7 

resources such as oil or gas from a geologic formation by injecting water, 8 

a propping agent (e.g., sand), and chemical additives into a well under 9 

enough pressure to fracture the geological formation.” 10 

SECTION 3. The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection Agency shall be 11 

deemed responsible for implementing this bill. 12 

SECTION 4. Upon passage, this legislation will take effect July 1, 2023. All laws in 13 

conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Ban Standardized Testing in College Admissions 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 

SECTION 1. No college or university which receives federal funding will be allowed to 

receive standardized test scores of any kind from any party. 

SECTION 2. Federal funding shall include but is not limited to receipt of federally-

provided grants and loans to students, with a goal of covering all public and 

private colleges in the U.S.  Standardized tests are defined by the U.S. 

Department of Education as “scientifically normed and machine-graded 

instruments administered to students and adults under controlled 

conditions to assess capabilities, including knowledge, cognitive skills and 

abilities, and aptitude” and include but are not limited to the Scholastic 

Aptitude Test (SAT) and the Academic College Test (ACT).   

SECTION 3. The U.S. Department of Education shall oversee implementation of this 

legislation. 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect for college admissions for the 2023-2024 

school year.   

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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A Bill to Increase the Minimum Wage 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The federal minimum wage shall be increased to $15 for all covered non-2 

exempt employees working in the United States. It will then henceforth 3 

be indexed to inflation using the Consumer Price Index. 4 

SECTION 2. The federal minimum wage shall be increased steadily every year, 5 

starting at a $0.75 increase the first fiscal year followed by a $1 increase 6 

every subsequent fiscal year until a $15 minimum wage is reached. 7 

SECTION 3. The United States Department of Labor shall oversee the implementation 8 

of this legislation. 9 

A. The Bureau of Labor Statistics shall be responsible for determining 10 

the Consumer Price Index used for indexing the minimum wage to 11 

inflation. 12 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect at the start of FY 2024. All laws in conflict 13 

with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate. 
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