
Public Forum AND Lincoln-Douglas  Debate Training Workshop
ONLINE - Saturday, October 1, 2022 8:30 A.M. – 3:15 P.M.

http://ilnoviceworkshop.tabroom.com

The best season ever is back!!!  No...not fall or football season, IT’S DEBATE SEASON!

This workshop is designed for students, coaches, administrators, and judges, to help add to
your understanding of the Public Forum and Lincoln-Douglas style of debate. Please think about
bringing new judges for training for the school year.

You will be sent handouts and watch an actual debate presented by IL Varsity Debaters. We will
have sessions on the basics of each style and full topic talks on the first set of resolutions.
Students do not need a partner to sign up (in PF) but if you can partner who you can, that would
be excellent.  Every student will be given a shell case for the September/October PF/LD topic or
you can bring your own prepared cases for the topic, and you will have the opportunity to
participate in an actual debate!

JV/Varsity debaters will be assigned rounds to judge. Even if you are doing another style of
debate, this is a great beginning to understand the world of debate.

PLEASE have your timer, flow pad, and pen on the ready! Bring any research you have on the
September/October topic to help you out. You might want to watch a couple of videos about
High Speed Rail (PF) and Civil Disobedience (LD) before you sign on.

Resolutions:
Public Forum: The United States Federal Government should substantially increase its
investment in high-speed rail.
Novice Lincoln Douglas:  Civil Disobedience in a democracy is morally justified.

Training sessions are available for new coaches and judges to attend as well. Bring parents and
new judges to practice judging. All judges need to set up a Tabroom account.  Judges will have
the opportunity to judge a round of debate.

Please get your students linked up to Tabroom prior to attending the workshop.  They will need
access to debate their round.

Coach Meeting
Possibly during lunch

http://ilnoviceworkshop.tabroom.com/


Tentative Schedule Lincoln-Douglas
7:30-830 - Check in and verify registration
8:30 - What is Lincoln-Douglas Debate?
9:45 - Civil Disobedience Topic Talk
11:00 - Demo Debate
12:00 Working lunch, Work on Cases and eat - I would suggest setting a virtual room for your
students to work together.
1:00 LD Novice Round

Tentative Schedule Public Forum
7:30-830 - Check in and verify registration
9:30 - What is Public Forum Debate?
10:45 - 2019 High Speed Rail topic talk
12:00 - Demo Debate
1:00 Working lunch, Work on Cases and eat - I would suggest setting a virtual room for your
students to work together.
2:15 PF Novice Round

Please register your students on Tabroom.com to sign up for the training.  Ensure all students
have connected Tabroom accounts prior to the training.  They will need these in order to
participate in their practice round.  They also will be using these all year to compete.

Please enter your JV and V members as judges for the novice rounds.  New judges are
encouraged as well!  Everyone will need a Tabroom account linked to your school.  You need 1
judge for every 2 teams.  If you are short, let me know and we do what we can to make it
happen.  In the comments section be sure to add “Student Judge” for student judges and “New
Judge” for new adult judges so they are easier to identify

If you are a new coach, this will give you and your team a great jumpstart on the year no matter
what type of debate you will be undertaking. We would love to invite any administrator from a
school that is considering a debate program to check out debate.

Questions can be directed to Katie Cole @ kcole@hf233.org

mailto:kcole@hf233.org

