
 
 
 

Judging Cheat Sheet 

 GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF EVENTS TIME 

Prose -A storytelling event 
- Script is held 
- May be comedic or dramatic 
- character get general effect in their facial expressions and voices, and character development 
- Feet must remain planted and movement is above the waist, but students may gesture 

8 mins  

Poetry Same as above, except it is poetry. Poetry may be free verse or have rhyme scheme 8 mins 

Humorous  
& Dramatic Interp(s) 

-They may move however they want now (RULE CHANGE) as long as they do not sit, kneel, or lie on the ground 
- Students will portray one OR more characters. Each character should be developed and unique in their physical and vocal profiles 

10 mins 

Humorous & 
Dramatic Duet(s) 

-Duets may be performed with or withou t chairs.  
-There is no restriction on movement 
-2 people portraying a scene/scenes 
-Characters portrayed should each be developed in physical and vocal profiles 

10 mins 

Monologue -Two pieces which are contrasting. Most usually, you will see half humorous and half dramatic (not required) 
-Students MAY  use a chair, but are not required 
-If chair is used, it should be done purposefully 
-Characters should be distinct from each other 
-Most usually, performers create a common theme to connect the two, BUT it’s not required 

6 mins 

Original & Standard 
Oratory 

Original oratory is generally a persuasive speech. It is written by the speaker and should be judged on content, articulation, use of 
hand gestures, command of audience, speed of delivery. 
Standard Oratory is a speech written by someone else, but performed by another. It follows the same guidelines for judging as above. 

10 mins 

Foreign & Domestic 
Extemporaneous 
Speaking 

Contestants may use a notecard with 50 words/characters or less 
Event is not memorized--they prep on site in 30 minutes! 
Should judge on content, argumentation, organization of speech,evidence/warrants for their arguments, and their ability to answer the 
question.  
Students should move with each point! 

7 mins 

 
PREP TIMES  *LD- 4 mins              *CX- 8 mins                            *PF- 2 mins 
TIMES             *LD- 6,3,7,3,4,6,3    *CX- 8,3,8,3,8,3,8,3,5,5,5,5    *PF- 4,4,3,4,4,3,2,2,3,2,2 

 



 
 
 

Tips for Judging 
 

● Everything BUT poetry, prose, and extemp are memorized events (though, they may appear or are memorized) 

● The first thing you must do is take attendance and get title/ authors. 

● Start the round ON TIME. Even if there are people missing. They will get there.  

● Every event except OO and Extemp must have an intro giving title/ author in their piece. 

● * Be uplifting and constructive. Remember, these are high school students we are judging. 

● * write SOMETHING! There is nothing worse than receiving a ballot with absolutely nothing on it.  

● Rank 1-8, 1 being 1st place, to 8th place. 

● There will be more specific rules on each ballot if you need further explanation. 

● You’ve seen a good movie and a bad movie, you’ll know ranks work. Be confident in yourself! 

● Please get to rooms 10 minutes ahead of scheduled start time and be mindful of conflicts students may have with other events. 

● As soon as you’ve filled out all the ballots and ranked them 1-8 take the ballots directly to ballot table. 

● No smoking on school grounds 

● Thank you and please go to ballot table asap to pick up ballots! 

● Have fun and enjoy the judging process. We couldn’t do this without you! 

 

 


