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2022 DSDL #3: Cary HS– Congressional Debate Rules 

General Notes  

This year, the Dogwood Speech & Debate League will use Tabroom.com to run the Congressional Debate division 
of the tournament. All competitors and judges should be signed up for “Live Updates.” Judges will utilize electronic 
balloting via Tabroom.com throughout the tournament.  

Legislation  

Each Session (Preliminary and Final) will be themed. Three pieces of legislation will be available for each session. 
Only the legislation for that session may be debated. The chamber may order the bills however they choose. No new 
legislation may be brought to the floor. Authorship is tied to the school. If an author is not present or waives the 
authorship, sponsorship will be recognized. Debate on each piece of legislation can only last 1 hour in accordance 
with the NSDA Pilot Rules.  

Procedures  

The number of preliminary chambers will be based on the total number of entrants. Preliminary chambers will be 
released the Saturday AM of the tournament. Each chamber will have approximately 14-17 students within it. Each 
preliminary session will be evaluated by 2 scorers. One Parliamentarian will stay throughout the entirety of the 
preliminary session. Each student will have a cumulative rank of 5 scores. Placement will be based on total ranks 
(dropping the worst), total ranks, judge preference, reciprocals, ranks (dropping high and low), reciprocals (dropping 
high and low), and the Parliamentarian’s ballot.  

There will be one Final chamber of 12 students. Finals will be evaluated by 2 scorers and a Parliamentarian.  

All sessions must utilize direct questioning. Parliamentarians will be advised that all motions to suspend the rules 
will be ruled out of order by the Chair.  

Chambers will have a maximum of 15 minutes of recess time per session. Chambers must therefore only finish two 
and a half hours to two and 3⁄4 hours from the start of the round. Parliamentarians will enforce this.  

 
  



 
2022 DSDL #3: Cary HS – Congressional Debate Docket 

 
Preliminary Session 

- Preliminary Session One – Criminal Justice 
o A Bill to End Distracted Driving 
o A Bill to Abolish Private Prisons 
o A Bill to Require Follow-Up and Closure in Media Coverage of Alleged Crime 

 
- Preliminary Session Two – The Evolving Federal Government 

o A Bill to End Federal Recognition of Thanksgiving 
o A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Abolish the Senate 
o A Resolution to Amend the Constitution Amend the Age of Federal Officials to 65 Years 

of Age 
 

Final Session 
- Final Session – Reevaluating Service to America 

o A Resolution to Raise the Military Enlistment Age to 21 
o A Resolution to Amend the 13th Amendment 
o A Bill to Register Women for Selective Service 

 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2022 DSDL #3: Cary HS 
Congressional Debate 
Preliminary Legislation 

Session One – Criminal Justice 
  



 

 

A Bill to Require Follow-Up and Closure in Media Coverage
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Any media outlet that runs a story on an alleged crime and in doing so mentions the name 2 

of, or otherwise clearly identifies any alleged perpetrators, must provide timely and 3 

proportional follow-up and closure on the story as soon as any developments become 4 

publicly available.  Specifically, media outlets must report dropping of charges against an 5 

alleged perpetrator and explain the circumstances that led to the false accusation. 6 

SECTION 2. A media outlet is defined as a company or organization that reports the news to the public 7 

via any format, including but not limited to, print distribution, television and radio, 8 

podcasts, websites, and social media.  In the context of this legislation, timely means 9 

within 72 hours of the news having become public, unless the next publication or 10 

broadcast would not occur within that timespan, in which case the news must be reported 11 

whenever the next publication or broadcast does occur (and within 72 hours via the 12 

outlet’s social media accounts).  In the context of this legislation, proportional means 13 

with the same prominence and duration as the outlet gave in its initial reporting on the 14 

story. 15 

SECTION 3. Any media outlet found to be in violation of this legislation shall be fined $100,000 for 16 

each infraction and shall be liable to civil action from any individual or individuals whose 17 

reputations were maligned by the media outlet’s failure to comply.  Any media outlet 18 

found to have violated this legislation three or more times shall have its license to 19 

broadcast or publish news revoked. 20 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall be overseen by the Federal Communications Commission. 21 

SECTION 5. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2024. 22 

SECTION 6. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 23 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Dogwood Speech & Debate League24 

  



 

 

A Bill to Ban Private Prisons
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. To abolish all federal privatized prisons by the year 2035. 2 

SECTION 2. A. For the purposes of this bill, private prisons are to be defined as any facility 3 

where people are imprisoned by a third party that is contracted by a government 4 

agency. 5 

B. If eminent domain is not established in their current prison residence within 6 

the time given, inmates will therefore be transferred to an existing prison facility. 7 

SECTION 3. The US Department of Justice and Federal Treasury will work jointly to ensure 8 

the abolition of privatized prisons as well as care of inmates in this 12-year 9 

period to be efficient and well-funded. 10 

A. The US Federal Treasury will, under eminent domain, acquire privatized 11 

prison facilities and place them under federal jurisdiction.  If, for any reason, 12 

any private facilities remain by 2035, they will be shut down.  The Federal 13 

Treasury will then ensure that inmate transfer and care will be funded with a 14 

negotiated budget, decided by the number inmates needing to be transferred. 15 

B. The US Department of Justice will ensure any and all inmates under 16 

privatized prison facilities will be accounted for at all times during 17 

transitions.  If, for any reason, private facilities are not under federal 18 

jurisdiction by 2035, the private prison will be shut down and inmates will be 19 

transferred efficiently to the closest public prison. 20 

SECTION 4. This bill shall take effect on October 1, 2023. 21 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 22 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by North Raleigh Christian Academy23 



 

 

A Bill to End Distracted Driving
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Congress shall allocate $100 million per year to fund research into technology that can determine 2 

with a high degree of certainty (with a margin of error of no more than 1 in 10,000) whether a 3 

driver is manually using a mobile electronic device such as a cell phone while operating a motor 4 

vehicle and which will immediately alert law enforcement of this fact so that local prohibitions on 5 

distracted driving may be more consistently enforced. 6 

SECTION 2. Once this technology has been developed, the fund shall be re-diverted to states, territories, and 7 

the federal district to be used to subsidize installation of devices that track and report this behavior 8 

in all registered motor vehicles.  States, territories, and the federal district shall have five years 9 

from the date of this funding transfer to ensure that all registered motor vehicles within their 10 

jurisdiction have this technology installed and functioning.  Any that fail to comply shall lose 11 

federal highway funding until such time as compliance is reached. 12 

SECTION 3. Within two years of this funding transfer, all motor vehicles sold within the United States will be 13 

required to have this technology installed and functioning.  Any vendor that sells a motor vehicle 14 

without this technology after this deadline shall be fined $10,000 per infraction. 15 

SECTION 4. If this technology has not been developed within three years of the passage of this legislation, a 16 

report will be issued to Congress detailing. 17 

SECTION 5. This legislation shall be overseen by the Department of Transportation. 18 

SECTION 6. This legislation shall take effect at the start of the next fiscal year. 19 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 20 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Dogwood Speech & Debate League  21 
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A Resolution to Set the Age Limit for Federal Officers 

to 65 Years of Age 
WHEREAS, The majority of federal officials are 65 years or older; and 1 

WHEREAS, The average American is younger than 65; and 2 

WHEREAS,  Many issues seen as pressing by the American public in general are not seen as 3 

important by seniors; and now, therefore, be it 4 

RESOLVED, That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the 5 

United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the 6 

Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states 7 

within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress. 8 

ARTICLE 1 9 

SECTION 1. There shall be an age limit of 65 years imposed on the offices of 10 

Congressperson, President, Vice President and Federal Judges. 11 

SECTION 2. The age limit may be exceeded during the term of office of any Congressperson, 12 

President, or Vice President, but the official will not be allowed to run for re-13 

election. 14 

SECTION 3. When a judge/justice reaches or exceeds 65 years of age, they will have one 15 

year to resign from office before they are relieved of their duties, during which 16 

time the Congress and the President shall go through the process of appointing a 17 

new justice. 18 

SECTION 4. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Jack Britt HS20 

  



 

 

	
A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Abolish the Senate 

RESOLVED, That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution 1 

of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as 2 

part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of 3 

the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by the 4 

Congress. 5 

ARTICLE 6 

SECTION 1. The federal legislature shall henceforth be unicameral, and 7 

the Senate shall be abolished.  All constitutional duties and privileges 8 

heretofore invested in the Senate shall be henceforth bestowed upon the 9 

House of Representatives.  Redundant duties and privileges shall be 10 

rescinded, with the House of Representatives assuming full authority on 11 

these matters. 12 

SECTION 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 13 

appropriate legislation. 14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Dogwood Speech & Debate League15 

 

  



 

 

A Bill to End Federal Recognition of Thanksgiving
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Thanksgiving Day, being the fourth Thursday in the month of November, 2 

shall no longer be recognized or observed as a federal holiday. 3 

SECTION 2. On the fourth Thursday in November, all federal government offices shall 4 

remain open, stock market trading shall continue as normal, and federal 5 

government employees shall not be eligible for any special leave.  State 6 

and local governments and private businesses may choose to continue 7 

recognizing and observing Thanksgiving if they see fit. 8 

SECTION 3. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2023. 9 

SECTION 4. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 10 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Dogwood Speech & Debate League11 
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A Resolution to Amend the 13th Amendment 
RESOLVED, That the following article is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution 1 

of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as 2 

part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of 3 

the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by the 4 

Congress. 5 

ARTICLE 1. The Thirteenth Amendment shall be amended to remove the phase, 6 

“except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 7 

convicted.” 8 

ARTICLE 2. Additionally, neither the federal government nor any state government 9 

shall make or enforce any law that permits the sentencing of convicted 10 

individuals to forced labor. 11 

ARTICLE 3. No incarcerated individuals in any federal or state prison shall be subject 12 

to any form of involuntary servitude. 13 

ARTICLE 4. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 14 

legislation. 15 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by North Raleigh Christian Academy16 

1 

	 	



 

 

A Resolution to Raise the Military Enlistment Age to 21
WHEREAS, the current enlistment age is 17 with parental consent and 18 without 1 

parental consent; and  2 

WHEREAS, research shows that a person’s brain isn’t fully developed until the age of 3 

26, and therefore most teenagers at the current recruitment age make 4 

reckless decisions; and 5 

 WHEREAS, enlisted males under the age of 30 have a higher suicide rate than those 6 

over the age of 30 (ranging from 59.6% to 78.7%); and 7 

WHEREAS, about 61% of all deaths during the Vietnam War were under the age of 21, 8 

meaning that only 39% of deaths were over the age of 21; now, therefore 9 

be it 10 

RESOLVED,  by the Congress here assembled that military enlistment age shall 11 

hereby be raised to 21 years of age. 12 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Dogwood Speech & Debate League13 

1 

 
  



 

 

A Bill to Register Women for Selective Service
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All women shall be required to register for Selective Service as soon as 2 

they turn eighteen years old. 3 

SECTION 2. All women that have turned eighteen years old and all women under 4 

twenty-five shall register immediately. 5 

SECTION 3. The Selective Service System and the United States Department of 6 

Defense will oversee this. 7 

SECTION 4. This bill shall go into effect on January 1, 2023. 8 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 9 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by North Raleigh Christian Academy10 

 
 
 
 
 

 


