Dear Colleagues: 

The Georgia Debate Union is pleased to announce that it will be hosting the University of Georgia Debates in Athens, Georgia from January 31- February 2, 2014. Registration will be held at Phi Kappa Hall on Friday, January 31. We sincerely hope that you will join us in beautiful Athens this year.
Format: 

The tournament will employ the 2013-2014 CEDA/NDT National Debate Topic. Standard 9/3/6 time format.  Speaker points will use the 30 point scale with tenths.  Speaker point ties are not allowed.  Each debate must have one and only one winner.   The tournament is sanctioned by and will abide by American Debate Association rules, a copy of which can be found here: http://www.liberty.edu/academics/?PID=22660.  
We will host SIX preliminary rounds in novice, junior varsity and open divisions, clearing half the number of teams entered into each division (according to ADA rules). Elimination round are flip for sides (assuming teams have not previously met). Brackets will not be broken.  
Judging:

Each team in competition must provide a qualified judge to cover 3 rounds of debate. As a general norm, we expect that all qualified people attending the tournament make themselves available for some judging. All judges are obligated through the first elimination round on Sunday and are committed to judge one round past the point of their school’s elimination from the tournament. While it is possible that we may have some judging for hire, historically judging has been very tight at this tournament and we ask that you plan to cover your entire commitment. If hired judges are available, the fee for judging will be $30 a round. 
We encourage all teams to examine their preference sheets with an eye towards creating a diverse set of judges, tab room action can only go so far in promoting diversity. That said, in order to promote diversity in judging assignments we will be using 80/20 preference/mutuality rubric as well as giving priority to novice and JV divisions for rounds 1 and 2. The tabroom will also not seek additional judging and will operate with a presumption to use all rounds from critics that identify themselves as part of a diversity enriching category. For elimination round judge placement, we encourage judges to make themselves available so that we can create as diverse panels as possible. 
As a presumption all judges must listen to the entire debate before rendering a decision.  In the event that a team has initiated an ethics challenge (evidence fabrication or card clipping) the judge may decide that issue at that time. If the team raising the challenge is unsuccessful the judge can choose to continue the debate if the time of review did not exceed 15 minutes. While a judge can of course vote on any issue at any time, we discourage judges from unilaterally stopping debates and issuing losses with zero speaker points. In the event that this occurs (and time allows) the tab room will allow the losing team to appeal the decision, and outcomes include but are not limited to: reversal of the decision and/or assignment of average speaker points. 
If a team is found to have committed an ethics violation, including but not limited to card clipping or evidence fabrication, then the following actions will be taken: 1) Team is assigned zero speaker points and the loss for that debate 2) Team is disallowed from receiving speaker awards 3) Team is disallowed from participation in elimination debates. 

Audio/Video Recording:

All rounds (defined as the speeches of the participants) are open to registered tournament participants and may be electronically recorded for private educational use by tournament participants (registered coaches, debaters and helpers, and UGA tournament staff) only. Public distribution of such recordings is expressly prohibited unless prior written consent of all people on the recording is obtained and unless prior written consent of UGA is obtained. Private sharing for educational use is permitted.

Entering:

Please use tabroom.com to enter teams and judges starting on December 1.  We would encourage you to enter food preferences for participants.  We plan on closing registration a few days before the tournament to establish a number of guests for planning purposes.

Fees:

The fee structure is based on the number of participants. We will assess a fee of $60 per person. We are willing to work with new programs to ensure that interested students will be able to compete.

Tabulation:

Will Mosley-Jensen will be Tab Room Director.   Sarah Lundeen of West Georgia and Mike Davis of James Madison will also be in the tabroom.  See the judging section for relevant information about diversity, use of MPJ, and elimination round judge placement. 
Hospitality:

We will provide breakfast each morning Saturday and Sunday (including fruit, protein, etc.; not just donuts), lunch on Saturday and Sunday. There will be coffee, drinks and snacks available throughout the day each day in a designated “snack room”. On elim day there will be limited breakfast, snacks, coffee, drinks. We can help arrange elim participants food if they do not have extra people or transportation to take care of it. We will have vegetarian and vegan options available for all meals so please be sure to indicate this on tabroom. Please contact us directly if you have any other dietary restrictions we can help with.

Tournament Hotel Info:

Holiday Inn Express - Athens

513 W. Broad Street

Athens, GA 30601 

Phone: (706) 546-8122
Room Block Group Code: University of Georgia

Rate is $91/night (from Thurs Jan 30 through Sat Feb 1); block/rate expires January 9
Walking distance from downtown Athens and the Miller Learning Center (where debates will be taking place)

There are several other hotel options (in order of proximity from campus):

Best Western-Colonial Inn, 170 N. Milledge Ave. 706-546-7311 
Comfort Inn, 3980 Atlanta Hwy. 1-800-228-5150 or 706-227-9700 

Courtyard, 166 Finley Street 706-369-7000

Foundry Inn, 295 E. Dougherty Street 706-425-9700

Hampton Inn, 2220 W. Broad Street 706-546-8122 

Hilton Garden Inn, 390 E. Washington Street 706-353-6800

Howard Johnson Inn, 2465 W. Broad Street 1-800-456-4656 or 706-548-1111

Microtel Inn, 1050 Ultimate Drive (Atlanta Hwy.) 706-548-5676 

Air Travel:

While there is a small airport in Athens, we recommend using Hartsfield Atlanta airport.  

Directions: 

Athens is 66 miles east of Atlanta. From the South and West take Highway 316 from Interstate 85 North from Atlanta. Highway 316 will become Epps Bridge Road at Athens Loop Route 10. Continue going straight on what is now Epps Bridge Road which will become Atlanta Highway/Broad Street as you come off the Epps Bridge ramp. 

Behavior Expectations: 

We adhere to the University of Georgia’s policies on harassment (found in the Code of Conduct) and we strongly endorse the CEDA policy on sexual harassment.

Tentative Tournament Schedule:

Friday, January 31
1 – 4pm: Registration @ Phi Kappa Hall (210 Jackson Street, Athens, GA 30602).    The easiest place to park is in the North Campus Deck or park at your hotel and walk down Broad Street to campus.  Phi Kappa is on the corner of Broad and Jackson St. 
430pm – Pairings for rounds 1 and 2 released 

5pm – Round 1 (preset)
8pm – Round 2 (preset) 
Saturday, February 1
745am – Pairings released for round 3, Breakfast provided.

830am – Round 3
11am – noon – Lunch @ Tate Center 
1230pm – Round 4
4pm – Round 5 

630pm – 730pm – Pizza Dinner @ Tate Center 
730pm – Round 6
1030pm – teams clearing announced on CEDA Forums and Tabroom.  

Sunday, February 2
715am – Pairings released elims, Breakfast provided 
8am – First elim debate
1115am – Tournament awards 

noon – Next elim 
