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Further Information and Tournament Schedule

Tournament Location
Online via NSDA Campus.

Tournament Date
Saturday, March 12, 2022

Tournament Rankings
All students will receive certificates ranking them

“Very Good,” “Excellent,” or “Superior.”
The top five competitors in each division will also receive rankings.

Questions/Requests for Additional Information
Feel free to contact us at info@bayareadebate.com.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

7:30-8:30am PST: Mandatory judge orientation and check-in
8:30-8:45am PST: Welcome Ceremony
9:00-10:30am PST: Round 1 of Congressional Debate
9:30-10:30am PST: Round 1 of Elementary Speech
11:00am-12:30pm PST: Round 2 of Congressional Debate
11:30am-12:30pm PST: Round 2 of Elementary Speech
1:00-2:30pm PST: Round 3 of Congressional Debate
1:30-2:30pm PST: Round 3 of Elementary Speech
3:00-4:30pm PST: Hidden Final Round of Congressional

Debate (Middle School Division only)
5:00pm PST: Awards Ceremony

Please note: We strongly encourage students to get up from their computers to
rest their eyes and stretch their legs in between rounds!
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How Young Genius Congress Will Work

TOURNAMENT POLICIES
● Competitors must be set up with a working microphone and webcam.

● Please set up a professional working and presentation environment:
students must be sitting at a desk/table in a quiet place with room to stand
and move as they present. All distractions such as pet(s) and/or toys must
be removed from the space.

● In case of technical difficulties, students have until the end of the
scheduled round to sign back in and participate. Judges will allow students
who are cut off by their technology to present their speech again.

● Be mindful of noise and talking in the background as the computer
microphone will pick this up.

● No eating or drinking (except for water) permitted during the rounds.
Please make sure your student has snacks/meals during break times.

● All competitors should wear professional attire during the tournament.

● During tournament rounds, competitors may chat with teammates via
Google hangouts or the NSDA Classroom interface, but they may not
receive help from coaches, parents, or siblings during the round.

RULES OF DEBATE
● There will be three (3) preliminary rounds for all students. All Middle School

competitors will take part in a hidden final fourth round.

● Students will debate one bill/resolution per round. Students are expected
to speak at least once per round. They may give a second speech only if
time allows, and everyone in the chamber has had a chance to speak.

● Rounds have a hard stop time 90 minutes after they begin.

● Topics per round have been set so students do not need to set the docket
before the round begins.
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● Speakers must raise their name placard to speak, ask questions, vote, or
pass motions.

● For Elementary School competitors, Presiding Officers (POs) will be
provided by the tournament organizers. For Middle School competitors,
POs will be nominated and elected prior to each round. POs may use their
PO privilege to present a speech at any time during the round.

● Students should give speeches of 3 minutes (with 10 seconds grace
period) in length either in affirmation or in negation of the bill or resolution
being debated.

● Students in the chamber deliver their speeches in cycles (a cycle is
comprised of one affirmative speech and one negative speech) until the
students decide to call for previous questions on the legislation.

● Students should wait for a cycle to complete before introducing a motion to
the chamber.

● If the chamber runs out of either affirmative or negative speeches to
complete a cycle, students should motion for an “open podium,” meaning
that if an affirmative speaker has just spoken, it is permissible to give
another affirmative speaker the floor over a negation speaker, provided
that the affirmative speaker has precedence based on recency. The motion
should be structured as follows: “I motion for open podium.” or “I move for
open podium.” The motion must then be seconded and voted upon by the
chamber. If it receives 2/3 majority of the votes in the chamber, then it is
passed.

● After a student completes his/her 3 minute speech, the presiding officer
calls on other students to ask short (generally 10 seconds or so in length)
questions of the speaker who has just spoken, with only one question per
each student being called upon at any one time. However, that same
student may ask another question(s) once other students who have not
asked questions have gone and there is still time left in the questioning
period.

● The speaker answers those questions very briefly (generally roughly 10
seconds per response). The questioning period goes on for 2 minutes for
the first affirmative speech and the first negative speech and 1 minute for
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every speaker afterwards regardless if it is an affirmative or negative
speech with as many students as possible asking questions.

● Prefacing/leading questions and two-part questions are not allowed.

● The students are permitted to motion to extend the time of the questioning
period. The motion should be structured as follows: “I motion to extend the
questioning period by (state by what amount of time, usually by 1 minute or
30 seconds).” The motion must then be seconded and voted upon by the
chamber. If it receives a majority of the votes in the chamber, then it is
passed.

● Presiding Officers are required to follow standard recency/precedence
procedures. First priority is given to speakers who have given the fewest
speeches. Between speakers who have given the same number of
speeches, the speaker who has spoken the least recently is given priority.
Before recency is established, ties will be broken at the PO’s discretion.

● Recency, precedence, and questions reset between sessions.

● To end the session, a motion to close Congress must be passed. The
motion should be structured as follows: “I move for the previous question.”
or “I motion to close Congress.” The motion must then be seconded and
voted upon by the chamber. If it receives a majority of the votes in the
chamber, then it is passed.

● Legislation may not be debated between sessions. If debate begins on a
bill in one session, it must end in the same session and may not be
continued to other sessions.

● Students should only be using one device to connect to the tournament.
No other devices are permitted.

● Students are allowed to use the Internet to do research during the round,
but they may not use it to receive any outside help during the round.

● All competitors must be polite and respectful to each other in the rounds
and outside of them.
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Helpful Phrases and Terminology

Make a motion – “I move that (or to)...” or “I motion to...”

Second a motion – “Second!”

Open debate on the current issue – “I move/motion to open Congress.”

Divide the house – “I motion to split Congress.

Leave the room (toilet, drink water, etc.) – “I motion for personal privilege. To
leave the room.” The chamber does not need to vote on this motion, it is up
to the discretion of the Presiding Officer.

Coming back into the room – (wait outside the door until the speaker is done
talking and the questioning time is complete) open the door and say,
“Permission to enter the chamber.” Wait for the Presiding Officer to grant
you permission to enter the chamber.

Ask about an error – “Motion! Point of Order...”

Address the Presiding Officer – “I motion to address the PO.”

Address the other competitors – “I motion to address the chamber.”

Table – “I move to table the legislation.”

Close debate on the current issue – “I move/motion for the previous question.”
or “I move/motion to close Congress.”

Presiding Officer/Chair: the leader of a legislative assembly who runs its
meetings by recognizing members to speak or move. Also called the
“presiding officer,” or “P.O.” Modeled after the Speaker of the House, or the
Vice President or President pro tempore of the Senate.

Chamber: the group of students in a single room.

Cross-examination: period where the members of the assembly ask individual
questions of the speaker. Multiple-part (or two-part) questions are not
allowed because they take time from other members who may wish to
question the speaker.
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Divide the House: division of the house in parliamentary procedure refers to a
vote. However, the motion to divide the house in student congress is more
commonly used to determine how many speakers wish to speak on each
side of a bill or resolution.

Docket: the complete packet of legislation (as titles or full text) distributed by a
tournament.

Floor: when a member has the full attention of the assembly to speak (also
refers to the area where the assembly meets, where its members speak,
and where it conducts its business).

Legislation: a specific, written proposal (in the form of a “bill” or “resolution”)
made by a member or committee for assembly to debate.

Leading Question: any question that begins with a preface (“according to the
New York Times...”) or suggests the answer or contains the information the
examiner is looking for (“wouldn’t you agree that this bill would...)

Motion: a formal proposal to an assembly to take a certain action.

Open Podium: refers to a situation when the order of speeches does not matter;
for example, only affirmative speakers will be giving speeches.

Priority or Precedence: standard rule in most leagues (including NSDA and
NCFL), which requires the presiding officer to choose speakers who have
spoken least (or not at all).

Recency: widely-used system where the presiding officer not only employs
precedence, but also selects speakers based on who has spoken least
recently (or earlier).

Standing Time or “Longest Standing”: denotes when students first seek
recognition to speak; those who were standing earlier but were not called
on initially will be recognized before students who wait until later in the
debate to stand.

Resolution: an expression of conviction, or value belief of an assembly, which
may urge, request or suggest further action by another decision-making
authority or amend the Constitution.
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Bill: type of legislation that describes the details of how a policy would be
enacted, if voted into law by the assembly.

Table: to put a piece of legislation aside and move on without voting on the
legislation.

Voting: there are two types of votes in congress:

● Voice Vote: the most efficient but least accurate. “All those in favor say
‘Aye,” opposed say ‘Nay’.

● Standing Vote: More accurate than a voice vote and the most common
manner of voting in congress. Students will raise their hands or stand
up.

Yield: an action in which a member is called on to speak but declines recognition
thus yielding his time to another member who wishes to speak.
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Elementary School Congressional Debate Docket

Round 1: A Resolution to Adopt Digital Textbooks

Round 2: A Bill to Subsidize Bug Farms

Round 3: A Bill to Mandate a Four Day Work Week
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Elementary Congressional Debate - Round 1 Legislation

A Resolution to Adopt Digital Textbooks

WHEREAS, Printed textbooks and other educational materials are extremely
expensive, with their cost increasing over 800% over the past 30
years; and

WHEREAS, Digital textbooks can be easily updated to include the most
up-to-date information on any given subject, whereas printed
textbooks must be reprinted to be updated; and

WHEREAS, Digital textbooks can easily be programmed to accommodate
different learning styles and needs; and

WHEREAS, Tablets and e-readers can hold hundreds of textbooks and other
materials on one device, including assignments and other files,
reducing the need for physical storage of books and lightening
students’ backpacks; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled shall provide funding to all
public and charter schools in the United States to eliminate
printed textbooks and replace them with tablets that can access
digital materials.
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Elementary Congressional Debate - Round 2 Legislation

A Bill to Subsidize Bug Farms

SECTION 1. The United States federal government will reallocate $30 billion
of its agricultural budget away from livestock, dairy, and fish
agriculture to support the creation of insect farms.

SECTION 2. “Insect farms” shall be defined as facilities where insects are
cultivated for the purpose of human consumption, livestock
consumption, and/or waste management.

SECTION 3. This bill will be implemented by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect October 1, 2022.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null
and void.
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Elementary Congressional Debate - Round 3 Legislation

A Bill to Mandate a Four Day Work Week

SECTION 1. U.S. Congress shall amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938 to reduce the standard workweek from 40 hours to 32
hours per week.

A. If a workplace requires an employee to work more than 32
hours a week, that employee shall receive overtime pay for
every extra hour worked at a rate of not less than one and
one-half times their regular rate of pay.

SECTION 2. “Standard workweek” shall be defined as the hours an employee
is required to be on the job in a one-week period, whether at an
office, warehouse, or some other location.

SECTION 3. This bill will be implemented by the U.S. Department of Labor.

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect October 1, 2023.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null
and void.

Young Genius Tournament Handbook Page #13



Middle School Congressional Debate Docket

Round 1: A Resolution to Adopt Digital Textbooks

Round 2: A Bill to Subsidize Bug Farms

Round 3: A Resolution to Halt Fast Fashion

Hidden Final Round: A Bill to Mandate a Four Day Work Week
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Middle School Congressional Debate - Round 1 Legislation

A Resolution to Adopt Digital Textbooks

WHEREAS, Printed textbooks and other educational materials are extremely
expensive, with their cost increasing over 800% over the past 30
years; and

WHEREAS, Digital textbooks can be easily updated to include the most
up-to-date information on any given subject, whereas printed
textbooks must be reprinted to be updated; and

WHEREAS, Digital textbooks can easily be programmed to accommodate
different learning styles and needs; and

WHEREAS, Tablets and e-readers can hold hundreds of textbooks and other
materials on one device, including assignments and other files,
reducing the need for physical storage of books and lightening
students’ backpacks; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled shall provide funding to all
public and charter schools in the United States to eliminate
printed textbooks and replace them with tablets that can access
digital materials.
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Middle School Congressional Debate - Round 2 Legislation

A Bill to Subsidize Bug Farms

SECTION 1. The United States federal government will reallocate $30 billion
of its agricultural budget away from livestock, dairy, and fish
agriculture to support the creation of insect farms.

SECTION 2. “Insect farms” shall be defined as facilities where insects are
cultivated for the purpose of human consumption, livestock
consumption, and/or waste management.

SECTION 3. This bill will be implemented by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect October 1, 2022.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null
and void.
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Middle School Congressional Debate - Round 3 Legislation

A Resolution to Halt Fast Fashion

WHEREAS, American consumption of garments has gotten completely out of
control, amounting to a five-fold increase in the amount of
clothing bought over the last three decades, with each item worn
only an average of seven times before being discarded; and

WHEREAS, While many Americans donate their used clothes, the poor
quality of the fabric used in these garments means that they
cannot be resold, so they are predominantly shipped to foreign
countries, where they end up in landfills; and

WHEREAS, Clothes in landfills release half a million tonnes of microfibres
into the ocean every year, equivalent to more than 50 billion
plastic bottles; and

WHEREAS, The international garment industry is rife with human rights
abuses and, in particular, exploits women and children; now,
therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled shall implement a tariff of
25% on all fabric and garments imported from foreign countries
that do not meet a fabric purity standard of at least 85% silk,
cotton, or other organic material.
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Middle School Congressional Debate - Hidden Final/Round 4 Legislation

A Bill to Mandate a Four Day Work Week

SECTION 1. U.S. Congress shall amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of
1938 to reduce the standard workweek from 40 hours to 32
hours per week.

A. If a workplace requires an employee to work more than 32
hours a week, that employee shall receive overtime pay for
every extra hour worked at a rate of not less than one and
one-half times their regular rate of pay.

SECTION 2. “Standard workweek” shall be defined as the hours an employee
is required to be on the job in a one-week period, whether at an
office, warehouse, or some other location.

SECTION 3. This bill will be implemented by the U.S. Department of Labor.

SECTION 4. This bill will go into effect October 1, 2023.

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null
and void.
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