
Tournament of Champions 2022 

Congressional Debate Parliamentarian Instructions 
 

TEXT HELP LINE – (847) 881-6253   
EMAIL congress.uktoc@gmail.com  

Text and email are the best way to contact us during sessions. 
 

1) If there are problems (no-show students/judges, etc.) or questions, please call or text us (particularly 
about missing judges). Please also record the names of missing judges and students in your google 
sheet. 
 

2) You can access your “room” through Tabroom.com.  We will use Zoom rather than NSDA Campus and 
using the Zoom app is preferable over the website version.  Tab staff will make sure you are the host and 
that privileges are properly assigned. 
 

3) Please log in and arrive at your “room” 20 minutes before the start of the round to do a technology check 
and help others.  Check the postings for start times. 
 

4) You will be the PO for Morning Hour.  Each student will speak once.  You will select 4 questioners for 
direct questioning after each speech. Each questioner gets 30 seconds. Please make sure to time the 
questioning periods and keep a precedence/recency chart to insure equity of questioning. We understand 
coaches/judges do this less frequently than debaters but do your best and you will find a rhythm which 
works for you. 
 

5) If you have multiple Presiding Officer Candidates for sessions 2-3, go to www.strawpoll.com.  Type in the 
names of the candidates and select “Create Poll.”  Share the link in the room chat.  Once students have 
voted, check the results.  If you do not have a majority and need to conduct more ballots, create another 
strawpoll. 
 

6) You will receive a link to a google spreadsheet where you can enter a variety of information for the 
tabroom to view and audit to keep the tournament running and troubleshoot issues. It also has links to 
information and resources that you might get asked about. Please share this link with the other judges. 

Please make sure to record: 
a. PO election results 
b. Bills debated (including final votes)  
c. Judges for each session 
d. and other pertinent information should be recorded on the Google Sheet you will receive.  This 

information (particularly the PO election record) is auditable.  If you have questions on how to run 
a majority ballot election, please ask tab staff.   

 
7) Please check with your scorers to make sure they are providing speech scores for the Presiding Officer.  

Each PO should receive 2 scores for their time presiding. 
 

8) If a round must be paused because of a technological failure, please text us immediately.  If a student is 
speaking or presiding when they lose their connection, the tournament will allow 10 minutes of tech time 
for them to reconnect.  If the speaker is able to do so, they may resume from where they left off.  If the 
speaker cannot reconnect, the debate continues from that point forward.  If a PO cannot reconnect, then 
the runner-up in the election for that session will take their spot.  If the election was unopposed, the 
chamber may nominate a replacement PO.  If a competitor who was neither speaking nor presiding loses 
connection, it will be treated as a point of personal privilege.   If the stoppage is significant enough to 
impact the ability of students to speak, we will adjust the schedule accordingly. 

 
9) You will receive your full ballot during session 3.  Please rank all competitors in the chamber and provide 

comments and suggestions as warranted.  Tabroom will not save comments from sessions 1 and 2, so 
you might want to keep a Google doc and copy/paste the comments during Session 3.  
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10) At the end of Session 3, Quarterfinals, and Semifinal Session 2, you will select the best Presiding Officer 
of those who have served. There will be a space on your ballot to indicate the top PO.  Email the name to 
our email address once you have chosen as a double check. 

 
11)  If there is suspicion of a rules violation, please check with us before you or the other judges rank a 

student on the basis of the violation.   
 

 
Thank you all so much for your hard work in making the TOC such a wonderful tournament! 


