
 

 

 

 

Rice University Classic 

August 24, 2021 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

Rice University cordially invites you participate in the Rice University Classic, 

September 25-26, 2021.  

Due to the Covid-19 Delta variant surge, this will be a free(!) synchronous virtual 

tournament held on the Yaatly platform and will offer NPDA/NPTE debate. The 

tournament is free but we will only accept entries fully covered by judges.  

We will have one debate tournament with 5 preliminary rounds of NPDA debate with 

appropriate elimination rounds. There will be only one division offered.   

We wish we could host everyone in person in Houston, but unfortunately, that is not 

possible. We look forward to seeing you virtually in September! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

David Worth Shannon LaBove  

  



 

 

Tournament Information 

 

ENTRIES 

- Entries will be registered through Tabroom.com 

- Competition will take place on the Yaatly platform. Students and judges must 

create accounts on Yaatly in order to participate. More information on how to 

set up organizations and accounts, as well as frequently asked questions 

regarding competition on the platform, are available at info.yaatly.com. 

-Entries are due at 10:00pm (Central) Tuesday, September 21. All changes 

must be made before that time.   

-All drops after the deadline must be emailed directly to dworth@rice.edu  

 

JUDGES  

- Each debate judge covers two (2) debate teams.  

-All entries must be covered by judges. There are no hired judges available.  

-Judges must have Yaatly accounts 

-Debate judges are committed through Elim 2 and after that for one round past the 

elimination of their teams 

FEES  

We know that many programs around the nation are experiencing profound challenges.  

Accordingly, entries are FREE but everyone MUST cover their entries. There can be no 

exceptions.  

Again, entries are free, but you must cover your entry.  

TOURNAMENT RULES 

NPDA Rules: NPDA guidelines will be followed when possible at the discretion of the 

tournament director.  
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Additionally, the NPDA 2020-2021 rules modifications will again be used and are listed 

below. This language is from the NPDA Executive Council:  

Written preparation: Work written during prep, other than where an ADA 

accommodation has been made, somewhat defines our format. With the need for 

online/virtual debates, this presents an obvious problem. For the coming 

semester, the EC considers material typed during preparation time to be written. 

This does not include cutting and pasting from a file. This obviously excludes 

simply reading from a prepped file that already resides on a drive. Obviously, 

handwritten preparation is still fine, but the EC is concerned about partners who 

may be debating from different locations being able to prep. ADA 

accommodations take precedence over anything in conflict here. 

 

In-round messaging: For partners who are debating from different locations, 

communicating is also a challenge. The EC considers messaging between 

partners appropriate in this case. As in any other round, debaters should not 

communicate with anyone else who is not involved in the round. 

 

Shared commitment to prep: The limited preparation aspect of our format is what 

makes it unique and continues to do so even as contemporary argument forms 

and performances have found their place in Parli. Virtual debating will challenge 

the format as it has not been challenged before. Only a shared commitment to 

honestly conducting prep will make the format workable in this situation. The EC 

asks everyone to commit to that. 

 

Flowing: Electronic/laptop flowing by debaters in a round is also acceptable for 

the coming season. This excludes cutting and pasting previously prepared 

material as well as flowing done by anyone not in the round on a shared 

spreadsheet. 

 

Recording: No participant in this tournament, in any round or tournament event, may 

record anyone without their consent. We expect that every participant, regardless of 

location, will abide by the principles of two-party consent. 



 

 

 

No Substitutions: Students may not substitute entries (go to someone else’s round for 

them). Any substitution not approved by the tournament director will be considered an 

unreported drop.  

Honoring Judging Commitments: Judges who fail to pick up their ballots/honor their 

judging commitments will render all contestants from their school ineligible for 

elimination rounds. Substitution of judges from the same school is not allowed and will 

be considered a failure to pick up a ballot.  

  



 

 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: NPDA/NPTE 

NOTE: All times are Central Time 

Saturday 9/25  

8:00 am Virtual Check-In  

8:30 am Rd 1 NPDA  

10:15 am Rd 2 NPDA 

12:00 pm Lunch 

1:00 pm Rd 3 NPDA 

3:00 pm Rd 4 NPDA 

5:00 pm RD 5 NPDA 

Sunday 9/27  

8:00 am Virtual Check-In 

8:30 am Elim 1  

10:30 am  Elim 2. NOTE: ALL JUDGES COMMITTED THROUGH E2 and then one 
round past elimination of your teams 

1:00 pm Awards 

1:30/ASAP Elims continue as needed.  

  

  

 

 

 


