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Round 1: US Politics & Govt Policy 

 

1 Should the Senate have approved Neera Tanden for OMB Director? 

2 Should Congress focus on reducing deficits in the next budget? 

3 How would a $15 minimum wage affect Social Security? 

 

4 Should Democrats end the filibuster? 

5 What is the biggest lesson from the CPAC conference? 

6 What steps should the Biden Administration take to address environmental racism? 

 

7 Should Senate Democrats include the $15 minimum wage in the budget reconciliation 

package? 

8 How can Democrats protect their Congressional majorities in the 2022 midterms? 

9 How should DHS respond to the threat of white nationalist violence? 

 

10 Should Congress go forward with its commission to investigate the Jan 6th 

insurrection? 

11 Does the US need new domestic terrorism laws? 

12 What reforms should Texas implement in the wake of their winter storm energy 

crisis? 

 

13 Should the Senate get rid of the Byrd Rule? 

14 Should Democrats make compromises to the Equality Act to ensure its passage? 

15 Should the US implement a federal family leave policy? 
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Round 2: The Americas & Asia 

 

1 Will the 2016 peace accords between Colombia and FARC survive amid escalating 

violence? 

2 Has China’s crackdown on Hong Kong effectively ended the democracy movement? 

3 Should the international community pressure India to soften its response to protesting 

farmers? 

 

4 What is President Nayib Bukele’s mandate after El Salvador’s recent elections? 

5 Should the US reduce its sanctions on Cuba? 

6 What should be the Biden Administration’s approach to Afghanistan? 

 

8 Why has the international community failed to address Myanmar’s coup more 

effectively? 

9 Does reinstatement of the parliament signal the strength of Nepal’s democracy? 

10 Was amnesty for Venezuelan refugees the correct decision by Colombia? 

 

11 Is Japan adequately prepared to host the Olympics later this year? 

12 Will the new ceasefire between India and Pakistan hold? 

13 How can the US and Mexico create new common ground on immigration policy? 

 

14 Will international pressure force China to improve its treatment of Uighurs? 

15 Will Chile’s Constitutional Assembly effectively reflect the interests of all Chileans? 
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Round 3: US Economics & the Pandemic 

 

1 Why has the housing market remained so strong during the recession? 

2 What was the biggest lesson from the Gamestop stock saga? 

3 Have Americans become numb to the death toll of the pandemic? 

 

4 How can the federal government best support the restaurant industry during the 

pandemic? 

5 Is the US economy poised for growth in 2021? 

6 How well has the Biden Administration managed the pandemic? 

 

7 Which sector of the economy will be the last to recover from the recession? 

8 Will Texas’s lifting of restrictions lead to a new surge of infections? 

9 Has the US done enough to support vaccine distribution in the developing world? 

 

10 Has the national debt become unmanageable? 

11 Why has the racial wealth gap expanded during the recession? 

12 Should the US implement domestic travel restrictions to reduce variant spread? 

 

13 Would a $15 federal minimum wage help or hurt the economy? 

14 Should the Securities & Exchanges Commission regulate cryptocurrency 

transactions? 

15 What are the biggest obstacles to herd immunity in the US? 
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Round 4: Africa, Europe, & the Middle East 

 

1 Can Mario Draghi reunite Italy’s political parties and move the country forward? 

2 What steps should France take to end its military engagement in the Sahel region? 

3 Should the US take a hardline approach in its relationship with Turkey? 

 

4 How concerned should the international community be about Georgia’s political crisis? 

5 Why is the crisis in Tigray worsening? 

6 Should Iran accept the American invitation to a new round of talks? 

 

7 Should the US pursue new sanctions on the Nord Stream 2 pipeline? 

8 How likely is Libya to avoid partition? 

9 What steps should the US take to end the Yemeni civil war? 

 

10 How concerned should Europe be about growing ties between Belarus and Russia? 

11 Why is Nigeria trapped in a cycle of kidnappings? 

12 How should the US hold Saudi Arabia responsible for the murder of journalist Jamal 

Khashoggi? 

 

13 How will Nicolas Sarkozy’s conviction affect French politics? 

14 Should the US sanction Egypt for its Russian fighter jets deal?  

15 Will upcoming elections finally give Israel a ruling coalition? 


