
Please also refer to the “How to Judge” packets on Tabroom for event-specific information. 
There will also be folks in the judges’ lounge when the tournament is running who will be able to 
help you with anything you need.  
 
Judges, thank you so much for volunteering! We cannot run the tournament without you! 
 
Before the day of tournament, please: 

1) Make sure you have a Tabroom account that is linked to the school you are judging for. 
The coach of that school should be communicating with you about doing this. 

2) Know your technology set-up. On the day of, you will need to be able to use NSDA 
campus (a Zoom-like platform) that uses a camera and needs audio capability. 

3) Keep in mind that all times on our schedule are in the Mountain Time Zone. 
4) Review these videos: 

● Completing an Online Ballot (for anyone new to using tabroom/online 
balloting) 

● Judging Online (for anyone new to online tournaments) 
 
On the day you are judging, please: 

1) Log in to Tabroom and enter the Judges’ Lounge at least 15 minutes prior to your round 
starting. There will be a short Judges’ Orientation with final reminders. 

2) Hit “Start Round” as soon as you get a ballot. This lets us know you are prepared and 
plan to start the round.  

3) Submit ballots as soon as possible after the round ends. Enter the ranks (in speech) or 
win/loss and speaker points (in debate) and hit submit. You will be able to return to the 
ballot later if you want to add more comments. 

4) Limit feedback to the ballot. No verbal disclosure to keep rounds moving. Be positive 
with constructive criticism to help students prepare for State.  

5) PLEASE remain objective and unbiased. In debate events, students do not get to 
choose which side they argue. In some speech events, students are choosing topics 
they believe are important in the world and this is their space to speak on these topics. 
Do not let your own personal bias govern your judging. Please stick to the criteria given 
on the ballot. Try to be a “blank slate.” 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HIxSUdxchnd2fMtz0nTXl_ucEWRekjgW/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S_0-QHikCBg
https://www.loom.com/share/7014b63d1cdc4dcf97bb85313f0089e0

