
January 18, 2020  
  
Dear Coach: 
  
You and your team are invited to the Halstead Virtual Forensics Invitational to be held January 30, 2021. 
Entries are $6 for individual events and $12 for partner events. Schools are allowed 16 entries but will be 
given extras based on space and judge availability. Because of our limited judging, we are going to keep 
this a relatively small tournament. 
 
Our tournament will be a synchronous tournament. Please understand that the meet is intended to be a 
“rip the bandaid off” type of event. Things may go poorly, but we will learn what works and what doesn’t 
work! 
 
Students may enter into a maximum of two events. 
 
Schools will be asked to provide a judge for every 8 entries or portion thereof (for example, 7 entries = 1 
judge, 10 entries = 2 judges).  
 
Registration will be through Tabroom.com. All students and judges MUST create a tabroom.com account 
that is linked to their email. This account should be linked to a judge you have on your tabroom.com judge 
roster. I will plan on hosting a few zoom meetings with coaches and judges in advance of my tournament 
to help troubleshoot issues and answer questions.  
 
All events will use NSDA Campus with the exception of the draw events, which will use Zoom. Students 
will access the Zoom room the same way they access their campus rooms; the camera icon will just be a 
different link.  
 
Draw events like Extemp and Impromptu will use a slightly new system. Each group of students in a 
particular “draw time” will all choose from the same draw topics. The judge will be provided a document 
ahead of time that contains what the draw options were so there can be no switching. 
 
Our tournament will not utilize split-screen for partner events. Please follow your district guidelines for 
these events, understanding that you may not be able to compete in some of them depending on what 
level your restrictions are at.  
 
It is with deep regret that I must inform you that we are not able to provide concessions or a hospitality 
lounge this year... 
 
We will offer the following events unless entry levels require otherwise:  
  
Humorous Solo Acting Serious Solo Acting  Duet Acting 
Prose  Poetry Extemporaneous 
Speaking Oration  Informative Speech 
Impromptu Speaking POI 

 
Saturday Schedule: 
  
Registration:  7:00 am to 8:00 am 



Round one:  8:00 am to 10:00 am 
Round two:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Finals:  12:30 pm to 2:00 pm 
Awards:  ASAP 
  
Final Entries are due by January 26.   
  
See you soon!  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Andrew Bauer Jessie Thomas 
Halstead Forensics Coach  Assistant Coach 
abauer@usd440.com  thomas.jmak@gmail.com 
 

mailto:abauer@usd440.com

