
Olathe Northwest High School 
21300 College Boulevard, Olathe KS 66061 

                                                                                      

 
 

Dear Forensics Coach: 
 
The Olathe Northwest Forensics Squad invites you to the 16th Annual Forensics Invitational 
on Friday, March 5 and Saturday, March 6, 2021. The entire tournament will be held 
virtually and synchronously, with all events competing on both Friday and Saturday. We will 
not be offering LD, PF, and Congress on this weekend and will host those events at another 
time. Events will include USX, IX, DI, HI, DUO, DA, POE, PRO, POI, INFO, Impromptu, and 
OO. This tournament will award bids to the 2021 NIETOC in OO, HI, DI, DUO, DA, 
Extemp (both divisions), POI, and INFO. 
 
Our tournament will feature a semifinal round for the top 12-24 entries in each NIETOC 
event, followed by a final round for the top 6 entries in each event. In non-NIETOC events, 
we will break straight to a final round of 6 entries. Medals will be awarded to the top 6 
entries in each event. Final placing will be determined by the lowest total ranks through final 
round, and ties will be broken first by quality points and then by judge’s preference in final 
round.  
 
Sweepstakes will be calculated by taking your best 20 entries across all Saturday events. The 
scoring formula will consider all ballots in preliminary rounds, semifinals, and final finish. We 
will also continue to award the Triathlon award to the top three individual students who earn 
the most sweeps points for their team. New this year, you will not need to pre-select those 
students as I have discovered how to make Tabroom do that work for us. 
 
Students may enter in any number of events. Students are cautioned that they “triple (or 
more) enter” at their own risk and the tournament will not extend rounds to accommodate 
poor planning. In particular, extempers may need to consider whether they can make it to 
three rounds of virtual competition in a single time slot. We hope that if you choose to triple 
enter at our tournament, you will afford us the same luxury when you host. 
 
Registration is open on Tabroom.com. 
 
Email me at eskoglundonw@olatheschools.org with any questions. We hope you can join us! 
 
Sincerely, 
     
Eric     
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Olathe Northwest Forensics Tournament Notes 

 
1. We will follow NSDA and KSHSAA rules except where indicated. When in direct conflict, 
NSDA rules shall take precedence; for example, there will be 4 minutes of prep time in LD, 
and Informative Speaking visual aids must follow NSDA guidelines. 
 
2. Informative Speaking is the 10-minute event as defined by NSDA and referred to by 
KSHSAA as “Informative 10.” You may, of course, enter your “Info 7” kids in this division, but 
history suggests they are unlikely to be competitive. 
 
3. Extras may be awarded on Friday afternoon at the tournament’s discretion, as space 
permits, such that they do not add rooms or increase the maximum number of entries per 
event.   
 
4. We will endeavor to recruit a healthy community pool of judges. However, the demand 
for this tournament annually outstrips our ability to recruit judges, and we anticipate this will 
be doubly true with our virtual competition this year. Each school will be asked to bring 1 
judge per 12 entries, and that judge must be available throughout the weekend even if your 
school’s entries are eliminated from further competition. Judging assignments may be split as 
appropriate. All judges must have linked Tabroom accounts and should be trained on how to 
use online ballots. We will have training available during the week of our tournament if 
needed. 
 
5. Tabulation will use Tabroom. 

 
6. Due to the need to secure virtual competition space, the total amount of money owed 
will be determined by the entries as of Monday before the tournament. 
 
7. Fees are $7 per entry. In the interest of accurate bookkeeping, we prefer not to trade 
fees. Please let me know if you would like to come to some arrangement. 
 
8. We will NOT be observing the KSHSAA rule regarding the judge serving as the official 
timekeeper in a round. Judges will be encouraged to keep time and instructed to exercise 
consistency among performers if they should choose to do so. 

9. We anticipate using NSDA Campus for all or nearly all competition spaces. Extemp and 
impromptu draw procedures will be communicated at a later date. 

10. As this is our first time hosting a virtual tournament, we appreciate your patience as we 
make changes to these rules which are, in our judgment, necessary to improve the 
experience for our participants, coaches, and judges. 

11. Impromptu will be a scheduled-draw event just like extemp. Events will be scheduled in 
patterns so that students can enter in both. 
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12. NIETOC BIDS – There are three ways to qualify for the NIETOC, detailed at their web 
site: http://nietoc.com/full-details/ Students who achieve the following results in HI, DI, 
DUO, DA, Extemp, INFO, POI, and OO will each earn one bid toward NIETOC qualification. 
Note that these are based on the number of students participating, so DUO/DA “contestants” 
are actually 2 times the number of entries. 
  a) 0-19 contestants – FIRST PLACE bid 
  b) 20-34 contestants – FIRST, SECOND, and THIRD PLACE bid 
  c) 35-50 contestants – ALL FINALISTS bid (typically 6 unless unbreakable ties  

cause us to break more) 
 d) 51-70 contestants – ALL SEMIFINALISTS bid (typically 12) 
 e) 71-99 contestants – ALL QUARTERFINALISTS bid – in this event we will break  

three semifinal sections of eight entries each (24 total), plus any unbreakable  
ties. 
f) 100+ contestants – ALL OCTAFINALISTS bid – in this event we will break six 
semifinal sections of eight entries each (48 total), plus any unbreakable ties. 
 

13. In order to align our other events with our practices in NIETOC events, we will not split 
any Saturday event into multiple divisions. In all events, the final round will still feature 6 
competitors. 
 
14. We will award Raven Triathlon awards to the top three students based on sweeps points 
earned across their top three events. 
 
15. Competitors in partnership events (DUO/DUET) will be required to present from separate 
devices with the judge viewing the performance in gallery view. Entries which do not meet 
this requirement will be removed from the tournament. 
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Olathe Northwest High School Forensics Tournament 
 
Pattern A: Definitely IX, USX; probably most or all other NIETOC events, as judging permits 
Pattern B: Definitely IMP, PRO, POE; any other NIETOC events that may move over 
 
Extemp draws will begin 15 minutes prior to scheduled round start time – so round 1 extemp 
draws will begin at 3:15 PM 
 

Friday, March 5 
Registration:  2:30 PM 

Round 1, Pattern A: 3:30-5:00 PM 
Round 1, Pattern B: 5:30-7:00 PM 
Round 2, Pattern A: 7:30-9:00 PM 

 
Saturday, March 6 

Round 2, Pattern B: 8:00-9:30 AM 
Round 3, Pattern A: 10:00-11:30 AM 
Round 3, Pattern B: 12:00-1:30 PM 

Semifinals, Pattern A*: 2:00-3:30 PM 
Finals, Pattern B: 4:00-5:30 PM 
Finals, Pattern A: 6:00-7:30 PM 

Awards: ASAP 
 

*This time slot will include semifinals for all events needing semifinals, even if some larger 
NIETOC events are pushed to Pattern B for preliminary rounds. A final schedule with event-

by-event breakdowns will be shared the week of the tournament. 
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