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The 2020 Grey Matter Invitational  

Congressional Debate Procedures 

Legislation 

Each session will be themed, three pieces of legislation will be available for each. Only 
legislation designated to that session may be debated. The chamber must debate the bills in 
the order designated below. No new legislation may be brought to the floor. No authorships 
exist on legislation; only sponsorships may be delivered.  

Session Length 

Preliminary and final sessions will be 2.5 hours long, including elections and recesses. There 
is no base speech requirement. Chambers will have a maximum of 15 minutes of recess time 
per session. 

Session Details and Procedures 

A presiding officer will be elected each session. Presiding officers may serve one preliminary 
session unless no one else wishes to run. The parliamentarian will run PO elections however 
they see fit. Direct questioning will be used throughout the tournament. Precedence and 
recency will be determined by the presiding officer and will reset after each session. 
Parliamentarians will be advised that motions to suspend the rules should be ruled out of 
order by the chair.  

For each piece of legislation, the sponsor of the bill will have a 90 second final appeal speech 
at the end of debate. The appeal is triggered when the chamber moves to previous question. 

Preliminary chambers will be based on number of entrants. Once registration is finalized, we 
will announce how many out of each prelim chamber will advance to finals.  

Best Practices 

We strongly encourage presiding officers to use visual time indicators. We also recommend 
the chamber use placards to state motions and vote. 

 



 

 

 

  

Preliminary Legislation 

Session 1 – How should the United 

States protect its natural resources? 



 
 

A Bill to Create Nationwide Green Transportation 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States shall promote eco-friendly transportation.  2 

A. $250 billion invested in rapid transit systems in metropolitan areas. 3 

B. New sales of motor vehicles with combined MPG ratings of less than 4 

20 MPG face an excise tax of $5,000.  5 

C. An additional $0.05 tax will be placed on each gallon of gasoline and 6 

an additional $0.08 tax will be placed on each gallon of diesel.  7 

SECTION 2. Metropolitan area is defined as an urban agglomeration with a 8 

population over 500,000.  9 

SECTION 3. The Department of Transportation will oversee the enforcement and 10 

implementation of this legislation. 11 

A. 50% of the revenue from Section 1C will be diverted to the Highway 12 

Trust Fund. The other 50% of the revenue will be diverted towards 13 

subsiding the cost of the rapid transit systems.   14 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 21st, 2021. 15 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.16 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 
 

A Bill to Advance Deep Sea Mining 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A $500 million grant program shall be established to develop deep sea 2 

mining technology.  3 

SECTION 2. Deep sea mining is the process of retrieving minerals from the ocean 4 

floor.  5 

SECTION 3. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shall administer 6 

the grant program.  7 

A. All U.S. entities, including private companies, universities, non-profits, 8 

are eligible for funding.  9 

B. The Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States will 10 

approve foreign entities before being eligible for funding.  11 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2022.  12 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.13 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 
 

A Bill to Ban Resource Extraction on Federal Lands 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Resource extraction by private entities is hereby prohibited on federal 2 

lands. Entities currently operating have two years to dismantle 3 

production and vacate the area.   4 

SECTION 2. Resource extraction is defined as the withdrawing of natural resources 5 

including, but not limited to, logging and mining.  6 

SECTION 3. The Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service will be 7 

responsible for the enforcement of this legislation.  8 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2022. 9 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.10 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 

 

 

  

Preliminary Legislation 

Session 2 – What should the 

government’s role be in the free 

market? 



 
 

A Bill to Control Drug Prices 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. New patents will not be issued for similar or same in class compounds 2 

unless the data shows statistically significant increases in safety and/or 3 

efficacy.  4 

SECTION 2. Similar or same in class compounds are defined as compounds that have 5 

mechanisms of action or chemical structures in common.  6 

SECTION 3. The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) will be 7 

responsible for the enforcement of this legislation.   8 

A. Drug companies will have to file clinical trial data directly with the 9 

USPTO for regulatory approval.  10 

B. Drugs in late-stage clinical trials and/or filing for patents at the time 11 

this legislation takes effect will be exempt.  12 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2022.  13 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 
 

A Bill to Break Up Big Banks 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Banks will have to separate their commercial and investing divisions into 2 

separate entities.  3 

SECTION 2. Commercial banking is defined as engaging in activities like accepting 4 

deposits, providing mortgages, and making business loans. Investment 5 

banking is defined as engaging in advisory-based financial transactions 6 

including, but not limited to, mergers & acquisitions, securities trading, 7 

and FICC services. 8 

SECTION 3. The Federal Reserve in conjunction with the Securities Exchange 9 

Commission (SEC) shall be charged with implementing this legislation. 10 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect two years after passage.  11 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.12 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy. 



 
 

A Bill to Regulate Big Business 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Entities with market caps over $100 billion cannot acquire or merge with 2 

other entities that occupy the same industry.   3 

SECTION 2. An industry is defined as the 69 industries identified by the Global 4 

Industry Classification Standard.  5 

SECTION 3. The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) will be responsible for reviewing 6 

potential mergers and acquisitions and enforcing this legislation.  7 

A. Mergers and acquisitions currently under review by the FTC at the 8 

time this legislation takes effect will be exempt.   9 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2022. 10 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.11 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 

 

 

Final Legislation – How should the 

United States regulate itself? 



 
 

A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Standardize 
Presidential Elections 

 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article 1 

is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 2 

which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution 3 

when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states 4 

within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress: 5 

    ARTICLE 2, SECTION 1 6 

SECTION 1: The Congress may determine the Time of choosing the 7 

Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; 8 

which Day shall be the same throughout the United States; 9 

The Congress shall determine the Times, Places, and 10 

Manner of holding Elections that determine the 11 

mechanistic allocation of their Votes. 12 

SECTION 2: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 13 

appropriate legislation.14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 
 

A Bill to Abolish the Department of Education 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The Department of Education hereby has no authority over pre-collegiate 2 

education. 98% of the Department of Education’s current budget will be 3 

distributed on per-student basis to state departments of education. The 4 

Department of Education will continue to exist to manage undergraduate 5 

and graduate study programs with 2% of its current budget.  6 

SECTION 2. Pre-collegiate education is defined early learning, primary, and secondary 7 

education.  8 

SECTION 3. The House Committee on Education and Labor will be responsible for the 9 

oversight of this legislation.   10 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2026  11 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.12 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  



 
 

A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to Implement 
Supreme Court Term Limits 

 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article 1 

is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 2 

which shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution 3 

when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several states 4 

within seven years from the date of its submission by the Congress: 5 

    ARTICLE 3, SECTION 1 6 

SECTION 1: The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall 7 

hold their offices during good behaviour and for only one 8 

period of 18 years, and shall, at stated times, receive for 9 

their services, a compensation, which shall not be 10 

diminished during their continuance in office. 11 

SECTION 2: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 12 

appropriate legislation.13 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Cary Academy.  

 


