
Comments   from   Judge   Restad,   Round   1   

  
  
  

COMMENTS   FROM   SOURISH   KUNDU   
Overall,   this   was   a   very   competitive   round,   so   that   made   it   enjoyable   to   listen   to   and   made   my   
decision   for   ranks   very   difficult.   What   really   separated   my   top   ranks   and   the   lower   ranks   at   the   
end   was   how   involved   they   seemed   in   the   round   and   how   their   arguments   stacked   up   against   
their   opponents'.   The   evidence   at   the   top   was   stronger   and   the   speakers   did   a   better   job   using   
that   to   refute   the   opposing   points.   



  
  
  
  

CRITIQUES   FROM   ENYA   BRETT   
  
  

Hansen   I   was   really   sad   that   you   didn’t   say   anything   in   the   three   rounds.   Even   if   you   have   no   
speeches,   ask   questions   or   even   just   clarifying   questions!   Starting   to   build   the   
confidence   to   speak   in   front   of   a   large   group   is   scary,   but   if   you   start   small,   you   can  
build   from   there!   I   believe   in   you!   

Carpenter   Keep   pressing   on   questioning,   don’t   just   rescind!!   Or   if   they   answered   your   question   
really   well,   move   to   another   topic   in   their   speech   and   ask   a   question   on   that.   Never   
waste   your   time.   
  

I   like   your   unique   points   on   the   age   of   candidacy   and   how   you   end   your   speeches   
with   a   summary   of   points.   
  

Could   use   more   inflection   and   passion   in   your   voice.   
  

Really   good   continuation   of   points   in   questioning   
  

Third   session:   FANTASTIC   REBUTTALLLLL...great   signposting   and   responding   to   
each   representative.   Next   time,   just   try   to   make   it   longer   and   draw   out   your   points   
more.   Best   rebuttal   I   saw   today   though!   
  

Little   bit   shaky   in   answering   questions.   My   advice   is   to   just   repeat   your   points   
confidently   even   if   it   doesn’t   entirely   answer   the   question.   I’d   say   questioning   is   what   
you   need   to   work   on   most.  
  

Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank!  



Williams   Nice   passion   and   confidence   in   speaking   and   questioning.   
  

Good   responses   in   questioning,   even   when   you   just   side   stepped   the   question   really   
confidently   hahaha   
  

A   bit   of   rehash   in   your   speeches.   It’s   kinda   sus   making   arguments   about   trump,   like   
girl   I   agree   with   you,   but   not   everyone   will   so   don’t   explicitly   go   against   an   elected   
official   like   that.   
  

Just   as   general   courtesy,   don’t   give   a   third   speech   if   someone   else   hasn’t   given   a  
second   one   yet.   Ballsrud   missed   a   second   speech   first   session   because   of   you   and   you   
tried   to   do   it   again   second   session.   
  

Come   up   with   shorter   tag   lines   (like   instead   of   it   doesn’t   specify   what   counts   as   junk   
foods,   just   say   specificity)   
  

Also   generally   you   shouldn’t   speak   twice   on   one   bill   because   it   shows   that   your   first   
speech   couldn’t   stand   on   its   own.   I   appreciated   the   rebuttal   but   still.   
  

Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank   but   you   stood   out   as   one   of   the   
best   speakers!   

Schultze   Really   great   passion   in   your   speeches.   
  

A   lot   of   constructives   and   not   a   ton   of   refutation   tho   :(   
  

Lots   and   lots   of   good   questions   in   the   beginning   of   rounds,   try   to   continue   that   into   
the   end   of   the   round   too.   I   know   it’s   hard   to   keep   up   the   energy   but   you   can   do   it.   
  

You   made   2   huge   mistakes   in   precedence   and   recency   for   speeches.   Questioning   is   
not   as   bad,   but   speeches   can   affect   someone’s   ranking.   Be   careful   and   take   your   time   
cuz   it’s   better   to   have   it   slow   than   have   it   wrong.   
  

On   that   note,   when   POing,   try   to   say   your   transitional   phrases   between   speeches   
faster.   During   second   round,   I   didn’t   see   nearly   as   many   speeches   as   we   should’ve   
been   able   to   fit   in.   In   questioning,   to   be   brief   just   say   thank   you   representatives   and   
then   call   the   next   questioner.   You   should   also   be   figuring   out   who   questions   next   
during   the   first   questioning   period.   That   should   save   a   lot   of   time.   
  

In   junk   food   speech   questioning,   make   sure   you   press   historical   precedence.   You   
gave   this   great   example   of   Mexico   and   didn’t   use   it   to   refute   any   questions.   If   we’ve   



seen   something   work   in   the   past,   then   it’ll   work   in   the   future   too!   (plus   historical   
precedence   makes   you   sound   smart   lol)   
  

Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank   but   you   stood   out   as   one   of   the   
best   speakers!   

Ballsrud   Don’t   yield   time   in   questioning!!   Keep   pressing   them   for   a   better   answer   or   change   
your   line   of   questioning   and   move   on   to   something   else   in   their   speech.   If   you   have   a   
clarifying   question,   start   with   “just   to   clarify”   so   that   they   know   you   aren’t   attacking   
their   point.   
  

I   would   like   to   see   you   address   other   representatives   more   in   your   speech.   Like   for   
example,   “while   representative   khan   says   that   this   is   bill   is   the   best   solution,   I   believe   
that   to   be   untrue   because   of   alternate   solutions”   or   something   like   that.   You   have   the   
basis   of   rebuttal   but   you   don’t   frame   it   like   a   rebuttal.   I   don’t   know   if   you   remember   
rep.   Carpenter’s   short   rebuttal   but   that’s   the   kind   of   thing   I   like   to   see:   a   lot   of   
signposting   and   direct   refutation.   
  

A   bit   shaky   and   unconfident   in   speeches,   especially   beginning.   It’s   easy   to   tell   when   
you   go   from   extemping   to   reading   a   card.   Work   on   that   fluency   and   your   speeches   
will   be   fantastic.   You   have   really   great   points!   
  

Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank!  

Khan   First   round   was   a   bit   rough.   Your   speeches   are   good,   but   you   start   off   very   shakily   
and   I’d   love   to   see   more   confidence   in   your   intro.   
  

In   responding   to   questioning,   you   say   “i’d   love   to   hear   about   that   in   your   speech”   but   
you   aren’t   actually   answering   them.   Assuming   they   are   right,   how   do   you   refute   their   
points?  
  

More   confidence   second   round!   Great   adressing   of   aff   points   in   first   neg   speech.   
  

You   can’t   explicitly   say   in   recess   that   you   didn’t   like   your   speech   girlllllll.   Maybe   in   
person   outside   the   room,   but   not   now   when   your   judges   can   hear   you!!!   Sometimes   
you   gotta   take   the   L   and   do   the   bad   side,   but   don’t   admit   that   it’s   the   bad   side.     
  

As   PO:   good   job   correcting   yourself   when   you   made   a   mistake.   I   counted   3   mistakes   
in   precedence   and   recency   on   questionings,   but   at   least   it   wasn’t   speeches.   I   feel   like   
you   could   sound   more   confident   in   POing.   Just   speak   like   you   are   right   and   if   you’re   
wrong   then   the   parli   will   correct   you   and   you   can   move   on   from   there.   Overall   great   
job   at   POing   tho.   You’re   gonna   be   a   strong   PO   in   the   future.   



  
Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank!  

Singh   You   have   lovely   speeches!   Your   inflection   is   FANTASTIC.     
  

I   wish   I   saw   more   engagement   in   questioning   though.   You   were   doing   really   well   the   
first   half   of   round   one   and   then   kind   of   dropped   off   after   that.   You   do   have   a   lot   of   
confidence   in   asking   and   answering   questions   so   why   don’t   you   do   it   more?!   
  

Good   unique   points   on   the   junk   food   bill.   A   bit   of   rehash   on   rank-choice   voting.   You   
do   a   good   job   of   referencing   other   representatives   and   building   on   their   points,   but   
you   should   explain   why   the   new   stuff   you   bring   up   is   unique.   
  

Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank!  

Z-J   I   wish   I   saw   more   participation   from   you.   Even   just   asking   questions   would   be   nice   
to   see.   Clarifying   questions   work   too.   
  

On   your   speech   in   round   one:   I   liked   your   jokes   in   the   speeches,   made   it   very   
enjoyable   to   listen   to.     
  

You   could   have   better   responses   to   questions.   When   in   doubt,   just   repeat   your   points   
and   say   “what   I’m   trying   to   say   here   is…”   even   if   it   doesn’t   actually   answer   the   
question.   Shows   a   lot   of   confidence.   

Muneeb   You   ask   really   great   questions!   They   are   very   specific   and   pointed   to   tear   down   your   
opponent.   Don’t   yield   time   tho.   Keep   pressing   them   for   a   better   answer   or   change   
your   line   of   questioning   and   move   on   to   something   else   in   their   speech.   
  

You   could   definitely   use   more   expression   in   your   speeches.   You   have   this   very   light   
voice   that   kind   of   blends   in   to   the   rest   of   the   speakers   so   the   more   you   can   vary   your   
speed   and   tone   in   speeches,   the   more   you   will   stand   out.   You   have   great   speeches!   
They   just   kind   of   get   lost   in   the   rest   
  

You   like   continue   other   points   a   lot   but   don’t   reference   the   other   representative.   Make   
sure   to   say   something   like   “Rep   Ballsrud   said   so   and   so   and   I   would   like   to   add   on   to   
that”   



  

Swenson   PO:   don’t   have   to   say   “question   block   elapsed”   after   each   question   
Wait   a   bit   more   time   after   asking   for   speakers   or   questioners   to   make   sure   you   don’t   
miss   anyone.   Online,   there’s   a   lot   of   lag.   Don’t   make   faces   during   speeches,   I   can   see   
your   reactions.   3   mistakes   in   precedence/recency   for   questions   smh   
  

ANDERS   STOP   SIGHING   LOUDLY   DURING   ROUND   OR   I   WILL   SLAP   YOU   
ONG   (jk   jk   it   just   gives   a   really   bad   vibe   like   you   don’t   want   to   be   here)   
  

One   questioning   period,   you   just   like   explained   a   whole   point   to   someone   without   
asking   them   a   question.   Try   to   stay   away   from   that,   that’s   a   pf   typa   move.   
  

Sorry   I   went   so   hard   on   you   for   critiques,   but   your   an   ER   kid   so   I   had   to.   Great   work   
today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank!   

Shekhar   Great   aggressive   questions!   You   also   answer   questions   really   well.   
  

You   give   a   lot   of   late   cycle   speeches   so   I   would   like   to   see   more   clash   from   you.   Use   
your   statistics   to   bring   up   other   representatives   and   tear   down   their   speeches   instead   
of   just   stating   them.   Even   if   you   have   new   points,   it   begins   to   sound   like   rehash   if   it’s   
just   another   constructive.   Try   to   do   rebuttals!   I’m   sure   you   can   do   it!   
  

I   love   your   intros   too.   You   sound   like   a   true   east   ridge   debater   hahaha   like   
“representatives   understand   that   if   we   pass   this   bill…”   Great   job   with   that!   
  

I   would   just   say   that   you   especially   should   try   to   be   more   passionate   in   rounds.   You   
have   really   good   points   and   arguments,   but   you   kind   of   get   washed   out   by   the   louder   
more   expressive   speakers.   Use   more   variation   in   tone   and   speed   of   your   speeches.   
  

Great   work   today!   It   was   a   really   tough   round   to   rank!  


