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2020 LEE'S SUMMIT VIRTUAL INVITATIONAL 
LEE’S SUMMIT NORTH VARSITY INVITATION 
Lee’s Summit North High School 
901 NE Douglas St. 
Lee’s Summit, MO 64086 
(816) 986-3066 

Dear NSDA Squads and Coaches, 
  
The LSN National Speech and Debate Association would like to invite you and your squad to the Lee's Summit Virtual Invitational. 
The synchronous debate portion of the tournament will be held on November 6-7, 2020. Asynchronous individual event competition 
will occur during the week of November 2.  We will be co-hosting this year with Lee’s Summit West High School where the novice 
competition will take place. 

LSN will be hosting champ policy debate, regular policy debate, champ Lincoln/Douglas debate, regular Lincoln/Dou-
glas debate, champ public forum debate and regular public forum debate.  We will also host US extemp, in-
ternational extemp, oratory, humorous interpretation, dramatic interpretation, combined prose/poetry reading, pro-
gram oral interpretation, duo interpretation, student congress, and informative speaking. In an effort to provide maxi-
mum opportunities for competition we also ask that each school provide ONE judge each day.. 

The deadline for receiving entries on tabroom.com will be October 29, 2020.  Asynchronous speech links will be due by 11:55 pm on 
Thursday, October 30, 2020.  All entries will be waitlisted upon entry – we will grant what we can accommodate during the day on 
October 30th.  Entry fees will be 5.00/entry.  No trophies will be given but certificates will be sent for students placing. 

Direct any questions to Ben Jewell or Rachel Russell at (816) 986-3066 (room phone), or (816) 694-9402 (Ben’s cell), or (816) 
537-5099 (Rachel’s cell), or email Ben at ben.jewell@lsr7.net, or email Rachel at rachel.russell@lsr7.net. 

 For an invitation to the novice tournament, please contact Matt Good at Lee’s Summit West HS at matt.good@lsr7.net. 

Sincerely, 
    Ben Jewell     Rachel Russell     
    Director of Debate   Director of Forensics    

mailto:ben.jewell@lsr7.net
mailto:rachel.russell@leesummit.k12.mo.us
mailto:matt.good@lsr7.net
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Virtual Tournament Procedures: 
1. Review Tabroom Manual: Please review the Tabroom manual here: http://docs.tabroom.com/Main_Page. 
2. Review NSDA Campus Manual: Please review the NSDA Campus manual here: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hej13hqf-

KmSHEVDYU-rc6UiVlaK0xbp6uGgwBHtSXIQ/edit?usp=sharing 
3. Register and Link All Tournament Participants in Tabroom: All participants must have a Tabroom account. Please follow these 

instructions to create a Tabroom account: https://www.speechanddebate.org/creating-linking-account-tabroom/.  
4. Asynch Video Uploads: Please have your students upload their performances by Thursday, October 30th.  
5. We will be going by the MSHSAA Adopted Revisions for Virtual Competition document released by MSHSAA (i.e., pilot internet 

rules, extended prep time for debate, etc.). 
6. Submitted competition videos should be “one take” with no editing or post-production and should follow all other MSHSAA 

Asynch Recording guidelines.  
7. Please have all participants use Google Chrome as per NSDA Campus guidance. 
8. Room Check-In Procedures: Please have debaters check in 30 minutes prior to the round when possible.  Tournament staff will 

be monitoring each room. 
9. Due to equity concerns, Duo Interpretation recordings must be split screen. 
10. Extemp Procedures: 

a. We are requesting students to record one speech for prelim rounds, plus one speech for elim rounds. This is 
a total of 2 speeches.   

b. Rather than submitting a video link, please have each student participant create a google folder and submit a link to 
that folder when entering the competitor on Tabroom. Prelims and Elims videos clearly labeled. Our Tabroom ballots 
have been updated with instructions and our judges have been instructed to only view the appropriate video for the 
round they have been assigned to judge. 

c. Extemp questions will be sent out to all invited coaches by Friday, October 23. Administer draw as you see fit 
– it’s not that deep.   

d. Submitted competition videos should be “one take” with no editing or post-production and should follow all other 
MSHSAA Asych Recording guidelines. 

e. Please have contestants submit all videos by the Asynch Video deadline, which is Thursday, October 30th.  
11. Congress Procedures: 

a. We are requesting students to record one speech for prelim rounds, plus one speech for elim rounds. This is 
a total of 2 speeches.   

b. Rather than submitting a video link, please have each student participant create a google folder and submit a link to 
that folder when entering the competitor on Tabroom. Prelims and Elims videos clearly labeled. Our Tabroom ballots 
have been updated with instructions and our judges have been instructed to only view the appropriate video for the 
round they have been assigned to judge. 

c. Congress legislation will be included in the invite. We are using the NSDA October 2020 Congress Legislation Packet. As 
a coach, we are requesting that you assign students one piece of the legislation and side per round according to the 
following constraints: 

i. Round 1: Choose from Legislation 1-5 
ii. Super Session: Choose from Legislation 6-10 

12. Submitted competition videos should be “one take” with no editing or post-production and should follow all other MSHSAA 
Asych Recording guidelines. 

13. Please have contestants submit all videos by the Asynch Video deadline, which is Thursday, October 30th.  

http://docs.tabroom.com/Main_Page
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hej13hqfKmSHEVDYU-rc6UiVlaK0xbp6uGgwBHtSXIQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hej13hqfKmSHEVDYU-rc6UiVlaK0xbp6uGgwBHtSXIQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.speechanddebate.org/creating-linking-account-tabroom/
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Live (Synchronous) Debate Schedule: 
Friday, November 6th, 2020 
2:45PM: Registration 
4:00PM: Round 1 of Debate 
6:30PM: Round 2 of Debate 

Debate Event Rules: 
Policy Debate 

1. The resolution will be the NSDA/MSHSAA approved topic. Resolved: The United States federal government should 
enact substantial criminal justice reform in the United States in one or more of the following: forensic sci-
ence, policing, sentencing. 

2. Time limits will be 8-3-5.  Each team will be allowed a total of 8 minutes of prep time (MSHSAA Proposed Rules for Virtual 
Competition in 2020-2021).  

3. Ties will be broken by looking at win-loss, opposition loss, opposition record, and cumulative speaker points. 
4. No maverick teams.  Team personnel must remain constant throughout the tournament. 
5. A team more than ten minutes late to a round will forfeit unless it is the fault of the tournament. 
6. Debaters are allowed to use laptops in rounds but must follow MSHSAA guidelines. 

 
Lincoln Douglas Debate 

1. The resolution will be the current NSDA/MSHSAA approved topic. Resolved: The United States ought to provide a 
federal jobs guarantee. 

2. A friendly reminder, our tournament will use the NSDA November/December Lincoln-Douglas topic, NOT the novice topic.  
3. Time limits for Lincoln Douglas debate will be: 6-3-7-3-4-6-3.   
4. Each debater will be allowed a total of 5 minutes of prep time (MSHSAA Proposed Rules for Virtual Competition in 

2020-2021). 
5. Ties will be broken by looking at win-loss, opposition loss, opposition record, and cumulative speaker points.  
6. A debater more than ten minutes late to a round will forfeit, unless it is the fault of the tournament. 
7. 6.   Debaters are allowed to use laptops in rounds but must follow MSHSAA guidelines.  

Public Forum Debate 
1. The resolution will be the current NSDA/MSHSAA approved topic. Resolved: The United States should adopt a de-

claratory nuclear policy of no first use. 
2. Time limits for Public Forum debate will be:  4-4-3-4-4-3-3-3-3-2-2 (NSDA Pilot Rules 2019). Each team will be allowed a total 

of 4 minutes of prep time ((MSHSAA Proposed Rules for Virtual Competition in 2020-2021). 
3. Sides will be determined by a coin flip at the start of each round. 
4. Ties will be broken by looking at win-loss, opposition loss, opposition record, and cumulative speaker points.  
5. No maverick teams will be allowed to debate.  Team personnel must remain constant throughout the tournament. 
6. A team more than ten minutes late to a round will forfeit unless it is the fault of the tournament. 

Recorded (Asynchronous) Speech Schedule: Thursday, October 30 
by end of day: Upload All Asynch Videos to Tabroom 
Friday, November 6 
12:00PM: Semifinals Announcements E-mailed to Participating Coaches 
Saturday, November 7th 
12:00PM: Finals Announcements E-mailed to Participating Coaches 

Saturday, November 7th, 2020 
8:00AM: Round 3 of Debate 
10:30AM: Round 4 of Debate 
2:00PM: Quarterfinals of Debate 
4:00PM: Semifinals of Debate 
6:00PM: Finals of Debate
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Tournament Rules  
1. Schools will be financially responsible for their entries after confirmation. 
2. Each school must have an adult sponsor available for supervision and judging assignments each day of the tournament for each 

building at which the school is represented.  
3. Schools who request and receive extra entries may be asked to provide extra judges.  
4. Once an entry is canceled by a school and assigned to another school, the original school has lost its claim to the entry and it 

will not be returned. 
5. A student may enter one debate and two individual events.  Double entries in debate and/or triple entries in individual events 

will be disqualified in all events.  
6. No “maverick” debaters or three person teams will be allowed in any division of team debate. 
7. Criteria for advancing and placing in Student Congress will be as follows: 

Advancing to Super Session: 
1. Cume of judge in sessions one and two 
2. Recips for ranks of judge and parliamentarian in session one and two 
Placing in Super Session: 
1. Cume of Super Session judges  
2. Recips for Super Session ranks of judges and parliamentarian 

8. Awards will be given to the finalists in I.E.’s and to quarterfinalists in debate.  The top three schools in the varsity division will be 
given a sweepstakes award .  

9. Sweepstakes will be tabulated with the best two entries counting towards the award. 
10. MSHSAA rules of conduct will be enforced. 

Events 
EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING: Topics will be taken from current events. Contestants will draw three topics, select one and have 
thirty minutes to prepare a speech administered at the coach’s discretion and convenience or self-administered by the student with 
the coach’s approval.  We trust you.   Maximum of 7 minutes.   

STUDENT CONGRESS: Number of entries will determine the number of houses.  The October NSDA Legislation packet will be used.   

Oratory & Informative: The speech must be the original work of the contestant. Not more than 150 words may be a direct quotation. 
The presentation must be memorized. Time limit:10 minutes, maximum. For Informative: Audio/visual aids may or may not be used 
to supplement and reinforce the message. During the presentation, no electronic equipment is permitted. The use of live animals or 
any additional people as visual aids is not allowed during the speech. Items of dress put on and removed during the course of the 
presentation are considered costumes and may not be part of the contestant’s presentation. 

Interpretation (Humorous, Dramatic, Duo —NSDA rules apply; Prose/Poetry and Storytelling—MSHSAA rules apply): Selections may 
be taken from any published novel, play or short story. Selections must possess literary merit. An adequate introduction should be 
provided. Off-stage focus for Duo. No properties may be used. Selections must be memorized. Time limit: 10 minutes, maximum for 
HI, DI, Duo. 
Prose/Poetry can be either a selection of Prose or Poetry – no need to alternate. 
Prose/Poetry are Storytelling are 8 minutes maximum.   

LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE: The topic will be the NSDA November/December topic released on October 1st. The format will fol-
low the traditional 6-3-7-3-4-6-3 time limits. Prep time will be 5 minutes per debater. A debater more than 10 minutes late to a round 
through no fault of the tournament will forfeit. 

POLICY DEBATE: The topic will be the ’19-’20 MSHSAA/NSDA approved topic concerning restrictions on legal immigration. The 
format will follow the 8-3-5 time limits. Prep time will be 8 minutes per team. A team more than 10 minutes late to a round through 
no fault of the tournament will forfeit.   

PUBLIC FORUM DEBATE: The topic will be the NSDA November/December topic released on October 1st. The format will follow 
the 4-4-3-4-4-3-3-3-3-2-2 time limits. Prep time will be 4 minutes per team. A team more than 10 minutes late to a round through no 
fault of the tournament will forfeit.


