
 

WELCOME TO THE 2020  
ROCKY MOUNTAIN INVITATIONAL! 

Friday/Saturday - November 6th and 7th 

Hosted by Rocky Mountain High School 

THIS WILL BE AN ONLINE TOURNAMENT - NIETOC DESIGNATED 

Overview:  We will hold Preliminary Speech rounds on Friday and Speech Finals as well as 
all debate events Saturday with awards being presented Saturday evening.  All 14 speech 
events will be offered in a varsity division only but we will recognize top novices.  Debate 
will offer both novice and varsity divisions in CX, PF, and LD debate formats.  We will also 

offer Congressional Debate in Varsity and Novice division.  Events in speech or debate that 
do meet reasonable minimal entry numbers may be combined or dropped. 

Entry Limits:  We will be limiting entry numbers in each event to help us plan for the 
required number of rooms needed and judge requirements.  If the tournament spaces fill 
early, the tournament host reserves the right to adjust event maximums to allow larger 

events to expand.  

Topics:  We will be using the November/December topics in both Public Forum and 
Lincoln-Douglas debate formats, the national topic in Policy, and the Fall 2020 District 3 

Legislation Packet.  Schools not in D3 will be allowed to add 2 pieces of legislation to the 
packet is they are submitted to funkhauser.bryce@westada.org by Friday, October 23rd at 

5:00 pm.  Legislation MUST use the appropriate templates from the NSDA or will be 
rejected.  

Schedule:  Due to starting later on Friday (due to school schedules), we will hold 3 prelims 
on Friday and the speech finals on Saturday morning.  Debate will start after speech finals 

are completed.  
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Friday, November 6th  

3:30 pm     Check-in, system trial run 

4:15 pm     Round 1 - Speech 

5:45 pm     Round 2 - Speech 

7:15 pm     Round 3 - Speech 

Saturday, November 7th 

8:00 am      Finals - Speech 

9:30 am      Round 1 - Debate 

9:30 am      Session 1 - Congress 

11:45 am    Round 2 - Debate 

12:15 pm    Session 2 - Congress 

2:00 pm      Round 3 - Debate 

2:45 pm      Session 3 - Congress 

4:15 pm      Round 4 - Debate 

6:00 pm      Super Congress 

6:45 pm      Gold/Silver Round - Debate 

ASAP           Awards Ceremony  

Fees:  The entry fees are an ESTIMATION of your actual fees.  At the conclusion of the 
tournament, should the cost of the software usage and certificate awards be less than the 

amount of fees paid, individual schools will be contacted to remedy the overpayment.  Fees 
will NOT be higher than what is posted on the website but could be lower.  

Judges:  Schools will be required to enter the appropriate number of judges to cover their 
entries or will be contacted to reduce their entry size to achieve a covered status.  Hired 

judges will not be available.  No-show judges will be charged at $100 per occurrence to the 
school entering them.  

Notes: Due to the unique nature of Retold Story in online competition, we ask that each 
school with an entry in Retold provide 5 scans of storybooks to 

funkhauser.bryce@westada.org no later than October 30th. These scans will be compiled 
into an online library for all tournament managers to access in the future.  

Please reach out with any questions you may have and we hope to see you, virtually, in 
November!  
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 Draw Procedure: 

EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING: We are excited to be adopting the NSDA’s Pilot rules for 
Extemporaneous Speaking. Under these rules, students will now be allowed access to the 

internet for their preparation. Draw will take place in a central room over NSDA campus, 
Students should wait in the draw room, and will be called to draw based on their speaking 

position in round. Topics, two domestic and two international will be posted in a chat 
visible to all. Preparation time begins when the topics have been posted. Each speaker 

group will be provided with a new set of prompts. 

 

IMPROMPTU SPEAKING: Judges will be emailed a list of prompts prior to the beginning of 
their round. The list will consist of two prompts per speaker, the judge will post each 

speaker’s prompts in the room chat when they take the floor to give their speech. Prep time 
will begin after the speaker has confirmed they see the prompts. JUDGES SHOULD ONLY 
POST NEW PROMPTS IN THE ROOM CHAT WHEN A NEW SPEAKER TAKES THE FLOOR.  

 

RADIO BROADCAST JOURNALISM: Students will be emailed a packet containing all 
required material for their prep time at the beginning of each speaker’s prep. Students 

should have access to their emails, and be prepared to begin prepping immediately after 
receiving the email. Students will not be required to provide the Judge with a copy of their 

editorial article. 

 

RETOLD STORY: Students will be emailed 3 PDF’s of children’s stories at the beginning of 
their prep time. Students should have access to their email and be prepared to begin 

prepping immediately after receiving the email. Students will not be required to provide the 
Judge with a copy of their story.  

 

PANEL DISCUSSION: Judges will be emailed the Panel Topic prior to the start of each 
round. The round will begin when the judge presents the topic to the room, either verbally 

or over the room chat. Students will be expected to behave respectfully and utilize the 
in-room tools to maximize their ability to participate, rather than attempting to dominate or 

talk over others. 

 

 

 



Topic Areas: 

Panel Discussion: Athletes and celebrities have no place in political discourse, Social 
protest is no longer an effective means of political change, Non-disclosure agreements do 

more harm than good, California is as prepared for future fires as they will ever be. 

Extemporaneous Speaking: In an effort to encourage more diverse and unique analysis, we 
will be providing only topic areas now. These topic areas are not in order of appearance, 

however, Students can expect: 

 Domestic Topics: Federal Politics, Economic Issues, European Relations, Environmental 
Issues, Technology, China, Japan, and COVID-19. 

International Topics: Belarus, Middle East, COVID-19, North Korea, Technology, Armenia, 
Environmental Issues, and European Union. 

 

NSDA Campus Procedure: 

Attached below is a link to the NSDA’s explanation of how competition rooms function. 
Students will be expected to remain in the room throughout the entirety of the round unless 
they are double entered. They should keep their microphone muted when not delivering a 
speech, and may choose to keep their camera on during other’s speeches’, provided they 
are not distracting. Judges should also mute themselves during speeches, but keep their 
camera on for the duration of the round. If a student is double entered, they should go to 

whichever event they are the highest speaker in first and inform the judge. Following their 
speech, they will be allowed to leave to proceed to their next event. If they are double 

entered with a Draw event, that event should take priority, unless it is reasonable they can 
complete their other speech before their time to draw. 

https://youtu.be/Aw7J8_ags6s - NSDA CAMPUS EXPLANATION 

 
 

https://youtu.be/Aw7J8_ags6s

