
Guidelines for Recorded Speech Events 
 

Recorded Events: 

1. Dramatic Performance 
2. Informative Speaking 
3. Oral Interpretation of Literature 
4. Oratorical Declamation 
5. Original Oratory 
6. Program Oral Interpretation 

Approved Platforms: 

1. Loom 

Standards for recordings: 

1. Competitors may not use green screens, virtual backdrops, or on-screen text. 
2. Competitors may not use professional equipment enhancements such as professional 

lighting kits or professional grade camera recording and audio devices during their 
performance in any event.  

3. Submissions or recordings may not be edited using any software; all submissions must be 
non-stop footage of the entire performance done through the permitted submission 
platform.  

4. The camera being used must remain stationary throughout the entire performance, and 
no zooming or panning is permitted.  

5. Other individuals (including a coach) may be present while filming, but audience 
interaction (laughing, applause, etc.) must not be included in the performance.  

6. Competitors may determine how close or distant the camera is set up in order to 
maximize both verbal and nonverbal communication.  

7. If possible, it is recommended that students and judges remove items that may be 
distracting in the background.  

8. Backdrops of a solid color with no special markings may be used by competitors and 
judges. 

9. Competitors ought to record performances with an ethernet connection when possible to 
increase audio and video quality.  If using WIFI, the student should be close to the router.  
It is recommended to limit household WIFI use by others in the household when recording 
if possible. 

Recording frequency: 

1. A competitor may not use the same recorded performance for multiple tournaments. 
2. When the submission portal opens, the Tournament Director will donate a specific 

“introduction statement” that must be recited at the beginning of each recording in order 
to verify its authenticity for that tournament. 

3. Submitted performances should be no longer than 10 minutes and 30 seconds in length. 



Submission process: 

1. When you complete the recording, Loom will generate a web link where your video can be 
viewed. Coaches should watch each performance in order to make sure that it is the 
representation of the performance that you approve to be submitted.  

2. Once a Coach has approved the submission, they will enter the link to the Loom recording 
in Tabroom.com under the student’s entry page. (Entries Tab – Select Event under “Add 
Entry To” – Select Name of Student under “Add Entry in ___” – Click “Add Entry” – Place 
link in “Link to Performance Video” 

3. Submissions are due on the Wednesday prior to a tournament by 5:00PM EDT. 

Round Procedures for Asynchronous Rounds: 

1. Competitors may attend the round when possible.  Competitor attendance is not 
required.  Competitors who are present may only introduce their name or code and their 
piece title(s) and author(s) prior to the recording being played.  No other information may 
be provided to judges. 

2. No observers are allowed at any time.  Only students and judges assigned to a room may 
access that room on the virtual platform.  Tab Staff may appear in order to help the 
tournament to function.  Tab Staff should have their camera off. 

Guidelines for Judges: 

1. All ballots will be accessed through tabroom.com  
2. Judges are expected to have their camera on at all times during the round. 
3. Due to the nature of the online settings, judges interact with students in their “home” 

spaces.  If you observe a situation where a student may be in physical, emotional or 
psychological danger, please visit the tournament’s tabroom and notify the Tab Staff 
immediately (or as soon as safely possible.) 

4. We are all influenced by implicit bias, or the stereotypes that unconsciously affect our 
decisions.  When judging, our implicit biases negatively impact traditionally marginalized 
and disenfranchised students.  Before writing comments or making a decision, please take 
a moment to reflect on any biases that may impact your decision making. 

5. Please remember that the video quality of a student’s performance or speech may be 
impacted by lighting, internet, access to equipment, and other family members’ presence 
in the home.  To ensure a more equitable experience for participants, please be sure your 
decision-making process and comments are related only to the content and quality of the 
performance or speech. 


