
Congressional   Debate   Rules   Packet  
By   NOVA   Invitational,   adapted   from   Harvard   University  

 
1. In   addition   to   rules   provided   herein,   National   Speech   &   Debate   Association  

(NSDA)   rules,   shall   prevail,   without   amendment   or   suspension.   Where   these  
rules   are   silent,   Robert’s   Rules   of   Order,   Newly   Revised,   11th   edition   shall  
prevail.   

2. NSDA   pilot   rules   allow   for   internet   access  
( www.speechanddebate.org/pilotinternet-rules /).   However,   using   such  
technology   to   communicate   with   others   with   the   intent   of   gaining   assistance   in  
the   debate   is   strictly   prohibited.   Furthermore,   recording   of   each   session   is   strictly  
prohibited.   Violation   of   this   rule   is   cause   for   immediate   disqualification.   

3. POs   may   only   serve   one   preliminary   session   unless   no   one   else   wishes   to   run.   
4. The   winning   agenda   must   receive   approval   by   a   majority   vote.   If   no   docket  

receives   a   majority,   the   item   with   the   least   votes   should   be   eliminated.   In   the  
event   of   a   50-50   tie,   a   coin   flip   shall   be   used.   Debate   on   legislation   may   not  
continue   from   one   round   to   the   next.   If   the   author   of   a   bill   or   resolution   is   not  
present   at   the   tournament   or   relinquishes   authorship   rights,   another   student   may  
sponsor.   

5. PO   ends   debate   on   legislation   1   hour   (not   including   recesses)   after   the  
author/sponsor   is   recognized,   or   when   a   delegate   moves   previous   question.   No  

http://www.speechanddebate.org/pilotinternet-rules


motion   for   previous   question   is   required   if   the   PO   determines   the   chamber   has  
reached   the   1-hour   time   limit.   This   triggers   a   Final   Appeal   speech   of   up   to   90  
seconds   by   the   author/sponsor   of   that   legislation,   scored   for   points,   but   not  
counting   toward   precedence/recency.   After   this   speech,   the   PO   immediately  
takes   a   vote   on   the   legislation,   without   any   motion.   

6. Preliminary   and   elimination   rounds   will   use   direct   questioning   with   30   second  
blocks.  

7. Final   votes   on   legislation,   amendments,   and   motions   to   appeal   chair   require   a  
recorded   vote,   and   vote   totals   are   based   on   the   number   of   members   present   and  
voting,   not   including   abstentions.   A   majority   of   the   total   is   required   for   passage;  
therefore,   a   PO   may   cast   a   vote   following   count   of   colleagues.   Voice   voting   is  
acceptable   for   all   other   votes,   but   a   recorded   vote   must   be   taken   if   any   legislator  
calls   for   a   division   of   the   chamber;   roll   call   votes   are   prohibited.   The   PO   must  
track   the   number   of   legislators   in   the   chamber   at   all   times.   

8. Legislators   move   personal   privilege   to   approach   the   PO   to   submit   written  
amendments   at   which   point   the   amendment   must   be   sent   through   a   Google  
Drive   link   to   the   chamber.   Anytime   after   the   sponsor   speech,   a   motion   to   amend  
is   in   order.   The   PO   —   who   may   first   consult   with   the   parliamentarian   —   will  
announce   if   the   amendment   is   germane   and   will   read   the   contents   to   the  
chamber;   or   rules   it   dilatory   and   the   process   stops.   A   one-third   second   vote   of   all  
members   is   required   to   debate   the   amendment.   Legislators   may   move   to   lay   on  
the   table   or   call   previous   question   on   the   amendment   at   any   time.   If   a   speech   on  
the   amendment   is   recognized,   the   first   is   an   authorship   speech,   meaning   the  
author   of   the   amendment   may   have   the   first   speech   if   he   or   she   wishes.   The  
author   yields   to   two   minutes   of   questioning.   All   amendment   speeches   receive   a  
score   and   count   towards   precedence/recency.   Speeches   should   focus   on   the  
amendment   itself,   and   how   it   affects   the   original   outcome   of   the   legislation.   A  
majority   vote   is   necessary   for   the   chamber   to   adopt   the   amendment.   If   the  
amendment   carries,   further   debate   should   consider   the   legislation   as   amended.   

9. Decorum:   preliminary   chambers   are   designated   as   a   house;   members   are  
“Representatives.”   Elimination   round   chambers   are   senates;   members   are  
referred   to   as   “Senators.”   

10.  All   chambers   are   open   at   all   times   (be   cautious   of   missing   anything)  
11.  The   top   6   competitors   of   each   chamber   will   break   (from   preliminary   rounds   to  

semifinal   rounds,   and   from   semifinal   rounds   to   final   rounds)  


