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2020 Duke Invitational – Congressional Debate Rules 
 

General Notes 
This year, the Duke Invitational will use NSDA Campus and Tabroom.com to run the Congressional Debate 
division of the tournament.  All competitors and judges must be linked to a Tabroom account in order to access the 
competition space.  All competitors and judges should be signed up for “Live Updates.”  Judges will utilize 
electronic balloting throughout the tournament. 
 
Legislation 
Each Session (Preliminary, Semifinal, and Final) will be themed.  Three pieces of legislation will be available for 
each session.  Only the legislation for that session may be debated.  The chamber may order the bills however they 
choose.  No new legislation may be brought to the floor.  No authorships exist on the legislation; instead, only 
sponsorships will be heard on legislation.  Debate on each piece of legislation can only last 1 hour in accordance 
with the NSDA Pilot Rules.   
 
Procedures 
The number of preliminary chambers will be based on the total number of entrants.  Preliminary chambers will be 
released the Saturday AM of the tournament.  Each chamber will have a maximum of 12 students within it.  Each 
preliminary session will be evaluated by 2 scorers.  One Parliamentarian will stay throughout the entirety of the 
preliminary session.  Each student will have a cumulative rank of 7 scores. 
 
There will three Semifinal chambers.  Each chamber will be evaluated by 2 scorers.  The Top 4 students (based on 
cumulative ranks) will clear to the Final. 
 
There will be one Final chamber of 12 students.  Finals will be evaluated by 3 scorers. 
 
Every chamber must utilize direct questioning.  Parliamentarians will be advised that all motions to suspend the 
rules will be ruled out of order by the Chair.  
 
Chambers will have a maximum of 15 minutes of recess time per session.  Chambers must therefore only finish two 
and a half hours to two and ¾ hours from the start of the round.  Parliamentarians will enforce this. 
 
Schedule 
Saturday, September 19th, 2020 
9:00 AM Tech Check for Preliminary Session 1 
9:30 AM Preliminary Session 1 
12:30 PM Tech Check for Preliminary Session 2 
1:00 PM Preliminary Session 2 
4:30 PM Tech Check for Preliminary Session 3 
5:00 PM Preliminary Session 3 
 
Sunday, September 20th, 2020 
9:00 AM Tech Check for Semifinal Session 
9:30 AM Semifinal Session 
1:30 PM Tech Check for Final Session 
2:00 PM Final Session 
 
  



 
 

2020 Duke Invitational – Congressional Debate Docket 
 

Preliminary Session 
- Preliminary Session One – Gender Discrimination 
- Preliminary Session Two – Environmental Issues 
- Preliminary Session Three – Congressional Rules & Oversight 

 
Seminal Session 

- Semifinal Session – International Relations 
 
Final Session 

- Final Session – Criminal Justice Reform 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Duke Invitational 
Congressional Debate 
Preliminary Legislation 

Session One – Gender Discrimination 
  



 

 

A Resolution to Abolish the Pink Tax
WHEREAS, corporations are guilty of gender discrimination in pricing as they charge 1 

higher prices for products which are traditionally marketed toward 2 

women; and  3 

WHEREAS, the disparity in pricing, known as the Pink Tax, results in women spending 4 

an approximate 7% more than men on comparable products such as 5 

toiletries, which will cost them an average of $1,300 annually; and 6 

WHEREAS, women already suffer the economic implications of pay-discrimination 7 

due to gender, causing women to make an average of $0.79 for every 8 

$1.00 made by a man, creating cyclical and structural issues which prevent 9 

women from achieving the same level of economic success as men; and  10 

WHEREAS, holding corporations accountable for the noticeable increase in price for 11 

products which women are more likely to purchase would lift a significant 12 

economic burden on individuals, especially in lower socio-economic 13 

classes, restoring more balanced purchasing power; now, therefore be it 14 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled abolish the pink tax by ensuring that 15 

corporations market comparable products for the same price regardless of 16 

the gender of the target audience. 17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational18 

  



 

 

A Resolution to Recognize the Ongoing Mexican Femicide
WHEREAS, the United Nations defines femicide as “the violent death of women 1 

because of their gender”; and  2 

WHEREAS, women in Mexico fear or their lives daily due to the looming threat of 3 

being killed and recent surveys report 77% of women feel unsafe in 4 

Mexico; and 5 

WHEREAS, approximately 10 women are killed every day in Mexico, and the rate of 6 

femicide in Mexico has doubled in the last 5 years; and  7 

WHEREAS, official figures show that 3,142 women and girls were killed in 2019, and 8 

only 726 of those cases are being investigated as femicides; and 9 

WHEREAS, the Mexican government has been largely unresponsive to the ongoing 10 

femicide largely ignoring it until mass protests; and 11 

WHEREAS, by recognizing Mexican femicide the United States takes the first step to 12 

combatting the global issues of femicide as a whole; now, therefore be it 13 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled that the United States formally 14 

recognizes the ongoing Mexican femicide and condemns the Mexican 15 

government for their lack of action in preventing it. 16 

FURTHER RESOLVED, by passing this resolution the United States commits itself 17 

to funding and supporting Mexican women’s rights groups in their fight 18 

against femicide. 19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational20 

 



 

 

A Bill to Mandate That All Domestic Violence Shelters Receiving 

Federal Funding Admit Victims Without Regard to Gender Identity 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Domestic violence shelters receiving federal funding may not discriminate 2 

on the basis of gender identity. 3 

SECTION 2. Gender Identity: the personal sense of one’s own gender.  It may correlate 4 

with a person’s assigned sex at birth or can differ from it. 5 

SECTION 3. The US Department of Health and Human Services will implement this 6 

legislation. 7 

A. Shelters found in violation of this law will lose all federal funding until 8 

such time as they are able to demonstrate consistent compliance for at 9 

least two consecutive years. 10 

B. Shelters shall be held liable for refusal of services based on gender 11 

which result in serious bodily injury and/or death to one or more 12 

victims of domestic violence. 13 

SECTION 4. This legislation will go into effect by January of 2022. 14 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 15 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational16 
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Session Two – Environmental Issues 
 

  



 

 

A Bill to Create Nuclear Waste Storage Sites at Yucca Mountain 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States will construct and operate a permanent nuclear waste 2 

repository at Yucca Mountain for the transfer and storage of spent nuclear 3 

fuel (SNF). 4 

SECTION 2. Spent nuclear fuel shall be defined as nuclear reactor fuel that has been 5 

used to the extent that it can no longer effectively sustain a chain reaction. 6 

SECTION 3. The US Department of Energy shall oversee the enforcement of this bill. 7 

A. The existing Nuclear Waste Fund will be used to fund this project. 8 

B. 5% of the Nuclear Waste Fund shall be made available to benefit host 9 

communities, not limited to education and public services. 10 

SECTION 4. This bill will take effect immediately upon passing. 11 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 12 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational13 

	 	



 

 

A Resolution to Join the Paris Climate Agreement
WHEREAS, after President Trump’s decision to leave the agreement, the United States 1 

is not on track to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius; and  2 

WHEREAS, US withdrawal will trigger a shift in political dynamics that could cause 3 

other countries to withdraw; and 4 

WHEREAS, UN Secretary-General António Guterres stated that efforts made by the 5 

US and other countries are not doing enough to curb disastrous climate 6 

change; and  7 

WHEREAS, with the Trump Administration’s constant efforts to scale back domestic 8 

regulation of greenhouse gas emissions and federal mandates on the use of 9 

fossil fuels, overarching regulation is necessary; and 10 

WHEREAS,  the US and the Paris Climate Agreement are both necessary to curb global 11 

greenhouse gas emissions; now, therefore be it 12 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the United States commit to rejoin 13 

the Paris Climate Agreement and take additional measures to curb 14 

greenhouse gas emissions to stay below 1.5 degree Celsius. 15 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational16 

	 	



 

 

A Bill to Sanction Companies to Bring About Justice for the 

Amazon’s Imperiled Rainforest 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The US shall impose sanctions on companies engaging in deforestation in 2 

the Amazon Rainforest. 3 

SECTION 2. “Deforestation” shall be defined as destruction of trees and pastures via 4 

illegal logging and illegal cattle grazing, whether goods yielded by these 5 

aforementioned practices were due to a company’s direct management or 6 

simply within a company’s supply line. 7 

A. “Sanctions” shall be defined as embargoes on commercial interaction 8 

between these identified companies and American companies. 9 

SECTION 3. The implementation of this bill shall be overseen by the Department of 10 

Commerce. 11 

A. The Department of Commerce may not relax sanctions on these 12 

companies until the Secretary can certify to Congress that any of these 13 

companies has not engaged in deforestation practices for a period of 14 

one year preceding the certification. 15 

SECTION 4. This bill shall go into effect on January 1st, 2021. 16 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational18 
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A Bill to Establish Congressional Term Limits 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All members of both the House and Senate shall have their opportunity of 2 

re-election restricted by congressional term limits. 3 

SECTION 2. All members of the House shall serve a maximum of six terms.  All 4 

members of the Senate shall serve a maximum of two terms. 5 

A. These terms may be served consecutively or individually; however, the 6 

maximum number of terms will be six and two for the House and 7 

Senate, respectively. 8 

B. Terms served in one body of Congress do not impede an individual’s 9 

ability to serve in another.  For instance, if an individual wanted to 10 

serve six terms in the House and two in the Senate, they would have 11 

the ability to do so. 12 

SECTION 3. The Federal Election Commission will oversee the enforcement of this 13 

legislation. 14 

SECTION 4. This bill shall be implemented by the fiscal year 2022. 15 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 16 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational17 

	 	



 

 

A Bill to Make Proxy Voting in the U.S. Congress Illegal 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Proxy voting in the U.S. Congress shall be illegal. 2 

SECTION 2. Each member of the House of Representatives and Senate shall cast their 3 

own vote whenever votes are called for in their respective chamber. 4 

SECTION 3. This legislation does not prohibit either chamber of the U.S. Congress 5 

from adopting procedures in the future which allow members to 6 

participate in Congressional business from locations other than the 7 

Congressional chambers in Washington D.C. 8 

SECTION 4. This bill takes effect immediately upon passage. 9 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 10 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational11 

	 	



 

 

A Bill to Prohibit Members of Congress from Owning Stocks 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States Federal Government shall hereby enforce that all 2 

members of Congress, their staff, and their household must sell any stock 3 

before entering office and that ownership of any stock while in office, 4 

with the exception of index funds and diversified mutual funds, is 5 

prohibited. 6 

A. Members of Congress, their staff, and their household may not begin 7 

trading stock until 12 months have elapsed since they left office. 8 

SECTION 2. The following definitions apply: 9 

A. “Stock” is defined as ownership share of a company. 10 

B. “Members of Congress, staff and household” are defined under 11 

Section 6 of the STOCK of 2012. 12 

SECTION 3. The US Securities and Exchange commission shall oversee the 13 

implementation of this bill. 14 

SECTION 4. This bill will be implemented one month upon its passage. 15 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 16 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational17 

	 	



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Duke Invitational 
Congressional Debate 
Semifinal Legislation 

International Relations 
 

  



 

 

A Resolution to Recognize Morocco’s Full Suzerainty Over the 

Western Sahara Region
WHEREAS, Morocco has claimed the territory in the Western Sahara since Spanish 1 

forces initially left in 1976; and  2 

WHEREAS, the opposing Polisario Front has claimed autonomy in the same region 3 

under the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic; and 4 

WHEREAS, the Polisario Front is a Marxist, Islamic group aligned with Al-Qaeda in 5 

the Islamic Maghreb, inciting violence across North Africa; and  6 

WHEREAS, attacks have been initiated on the Moroccan populous and security forces 7 

for years by the Polisario Front; and 8 

WHEREAS, Morocco has remained civil in the territory and has established lasting 9 

democratic structures to ensure stability; and   10 

WHEREAS, in 2006, the Moroccan Royal Advisory Council for Saharan Affairs 11 

proposed an autonomy plan for the territory and the 2014 granted the 12 

region autonomy under Moroccan sovereignty; and 13 

WHEREAS, the US has been allied with Morocco since the cold war, citing them as a 14 

beacon for stability and diplomacy in North Africa; now, therefore be it 15 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the United states should recognize 16 

Morocco’s full suzerainty over the Western Sahara region. 17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational18 

1 

	 	



 

 

A Bill to Send Infrastructural Aid to Improve Health Security in 

Peru 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. $500 million shall be appropriated to the government of Peru over the 2 

course of 10 years through the Economic Support Fund for the purpose of 3 

improving upon health infrastructure. 4 

SECTION 2. Health infrastructure shall be defined as infrastructure that improves 5 

access to health services and sanitation.  Allocations such as construction 6 

of healthcare facilities and subsidization for healthcare education/research 7 

may be considered.  Economic Support Fund shall be defined as economic 8 

aid designated to promote economic or political stability in areas where 9 

the United States has special strategic interests. 10 

SECTION 3. The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) will be 11 

responsible for the oversight of this legislation. 12 

SECTION 4. This bill takes effect in the fiscal year of 2021. 13 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational15 

	 	



 

 

A Resolution to Curb Hindu Nationalism
WHEREAS, the Rashtriya Swayamsevack Sangh (RSS) political party in India is an 1 

ultra right-wing, Hindu nationalist, paramilitary organization; and  2 

WHEREAS, the RSS has become increasingly more violent in recent years towards 3 

opposing groups and those who do not subscribe to Hinduism; and 4 

WHEREAS, the RSS is largely responsible for the discrimination against and 5 

persecution of Muslims by the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 6 

through their stronghold on Indian politics and the Indian government; and  7 

WHEREAS, the United States has the necessary leverage to convince India to curtail 8 

the rampant influence  of the RSS; now, therefore be it 9 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the Free Trade Agreement 10 

negotiations between India and the United States be halted until the Indian 11 

government rescinds the CAA; and, be it 12 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That Congress also ratify both the Cartagena and Nagoya 13 

Protocols to the Convention. 14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational15 
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A Bill to Enact Comprehensive Police Reform 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The US Federal Government will eliminate the 1033 Program for 2 

transferring surplus military arms to civilian law enforcement agencies 3 

and reform the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) 4 

Program. 5 

SECTION 2. Reforms to the JAG Program shall include: 6 

A. Any state, tribal, or local government receiving JAG funds must create 7 

an independent civilian review board to investigate complains of 8 

policy misconduct. 9 

B. Funding will be conditioned on going compliance and non-interference 10 

with both federal and civilian review board investigations into police 11 

misconduct. 12 

C. Governments or organizations receiving JAG funds must implement a 13 

law requiring body camera usage by all law enforcement agencies 14 

under their jurisdiction. 15 

SECTION 3. The Department of Defense and the Department of Justice Office of 16 

Justice Programs shall oversee the implementation of this bill. 17 

SECTION 4. This legislation will go into effect on January 1, 2021. 18 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational20 

	 	



 

 

Immigration Justice Overhaul Act of 2020 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States immigration judiciary will make a series of reforms. 2 

A. The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) shall receive $800 3 

million to create 200 temporary immigration courts across the country 4 

and reassign cases. 5 

B. The Department of Justice (DOJ) shall rescind its petition to decertify 6 

the National Association of Immigration Judges as a valid union. 7 

C. The Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR)shall suspend its 8 

Speaking Engagement Policy issued on September 1, 2017. 9 

SECTION 2. “Temporary immigration courts” shall be defined as courts responsible for 10 

hearing immigration cases until the case backlog is cleared. 11 

SECTION 3. The DHS, DOJ, and EOIR will be tasked with implementing sections 1A, 12 

1B, and 1C, respectively. 13 

A. The Attorney General remains responsible for appointing immigration 14 

judges, but all temporary appointments will be subject to approval by 15 

the bipartisan House Subcommittee on Immigration and Citizenship. 16 

SECTION 4. This bill will be implemented on January 1, 2021. 17 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 18 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational19 

	 	



 

 

A Resolution do Defund the Police
WHEREAS, ineffective reform has resulted in an unchecked and over-funded system of 1 

policing which relies on tactics such as warrior training, preparing officers 2 

to treat every individual as a threat, and a lack of internal accountability; 3 

and  4 

WHEREAS, nationally, over $100 billion has been allocated to the police and 5 

individual cities often spend an approximate 33% of their general funds on 6 

funding the police; and 7 

WHEREAS, in 2019, over1,000 Americans were shot and killed by members of the 8 

police force, disproportionality affecting Black individuals who are five 9 

times more likely than White individuals to have an encounter with the 10 

police in which they felt discriminated against; and  11 

WHEREAS, decreasing the funding that currently goes to police departments would 12 

decrease the fiscal and political power of the police while simultaneously 13 

awarding capital to other under-funded social services; now, therefore be 14 

it 15 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled make the following recommendation to 16 

defund the police; and, be it 17 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the excess capital is redistributed to other programs such 18 

as education, infrastructure, healthcare, and other social services. 19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the Duke Invitational20 

	


