
 

2020 National Season Opener 

Congressional Debate Docket and Information 

 
Thank you for this unprecedented interest in the 2020 Season Opener!  Here are some guidelines which 

we will use to administer this tournament: 

1) NSDA rules and procedures will be followed for tabulation and advancement. 

2) Based on the current numbers, we anticipate 15 or 16 preliminary chambers.  Three competitors 

will advance from each chamber to Semifinals.  There will be four Semifinal chambers, and three 

will advance from each chamber, for a total of 12 Finalists. 

3) Prelim sessions will be 2 ½ hours long, inclusive of recesses, elections, and other business.  The 

final session will be three hours long. 

4) Each segment will start with a caucus for Agenda order, to be adopted by a vote of the chamber. 

5) Presiding Officers will be elected at the start of each session.   

6) Ties when setting precedence at the start of each session will be broken by a randomly 

generated list of competitors. 

7) All sessions will use Direct Examination. 

8) A parliamentarian and 1 or 2 scorers (depending on judge availability) will judge each 

preliminary session.   

9) In an online environment, several best practices have emerged.  While this is not a 

comprehensive list or a tournament requirement, consider: 

a. The use of the chat for Personal Privilege. 

b. The use of timing cards rather than gaveling time signals 

c. The use of the chat for amendment submission 

d. The choice of visible placards or raising hands in the participants list when seeking 

recognition. 

10) There are 12 items on the preliminary docket.  The student to whom the legislation is attributed 

has authorship rights.  All other items are considered open for sponsorship.  All items in the 

elimination round dockets are open. 

  



Prelim A - A Resolution to Rejoin the Open Skies Treaty.
WHEREAS, technical limitations prevent Russia from making much use of the imagery 1 

collected from Open Skies flights for purposes of espionage; and 2 

WHEREAS, American withdrawal would only benefit Russia and be harmful to our allies’ and 3 

partners’ national security interests; and 4 

WHEREAS, participating in the Open Skies Treaty promotes understanding, trust and 5 

stability among the 34 member nations; and 6 

WHEREAS, participating in the Open Skies Treaty provides valuable access to Russian 7 

airspace and military airfields on short notice; now, therefore, be it 8 

RESOLVED, That the Congress here assembled that the United States immediately rejoin the 9 

Open Skies Treaty that we have participated in since 2002.10 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Rachel Pontes, Bellaire High School. 

  



Prelim B - A Bill to Protect Second Amendment Rights to  
Defend Gun Owners of The United States 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Any law-abiding citizen in the United States may not have any firearm under 2 

his/her ownership confiscated. 3 

SECTION 2. Law-abiding citizen shall be defined as any U.S. citizen with no criminal history, 4 

excluding minor traffic violations such as speeding violations, moving violations, 5 

and stoplight violations. A firearm shall be defined as a rifle, pistol, or other 6 

portable gun.  7 

SECTION 3. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives shall implement and 8 

oversee this legislation. 9 

A) Firearms may continue to be restricted or banned with future legislation. 10 

B) Any official in violation of this legislation shall be subject to a civil penalty of 11 

ten times the value of the firearm(s) being confiscated.  12 

C) Any law-abiding individual may use force, non-lethal and/or lethal, to 13 

defend their firearms from confiscation. 14 

D) This legislation shall not apply to any individual who is deemed necessary 15 

for gun confiscation under current Red Flag Laws; however,  he/she shall be 16 

compensated for the full value of the firearm(s) confiscated. 17 

SECTION 4. This legislation shall take effect on January 1, 2021.  All laws in conflict with this  18 

legislation are hereby declared null and void.  19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by John Matthews of Loyola Blakefield 

  



Prelim C - A Resolution to Amend the Constitution to End 
Partisan Gerrymandering 

 

RESOLVED, By two-thirds of the Congress here assembled, that the following article is proposed as 1 

an amendment to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all 2 

intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legislatures of 3 

three-fourths of the several states within seven years from the date of its submission by 4 

the Congress: 5 

    ARTICLE -- 6 

SECTION 1: Each contested state shall be required to establish an independent, 7 

non-partisan commission to determine congressional district 8 

boundaries. 9 

SECTION 2: A contested state shall be defined as a state with more than one 10 

representative to the United States House of Representatives. 11 

SECTION 3: Any state who does not maintain compliance shall be prohibited from 12 

having voting members in the United States House of Representatives 13 

or United States Senate until compliance is met.  Members of these 14 

delegations may continue to carry out their other duties of office, but 15 

may not vote on any matter before the United States House of 16 

Representatives or United States Senate until compliance is met. 17 

SECTION 4: Each state’s commission shall also meet one of the following 18 

requirements:   19 

A.  The commission is made up of random citizens selected in a 20 

similar manner to jury selection; or 21 

B. The commission is made up of independent, non-partisan 22 

redistricting experts; or 23 

C. The commission is made up of a combination of citizens and 24 

experts discussed in subsections “A” and “B” respectively. 25 

SECTION 5: The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 26 

legislation.27 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Liam Reaser. 



Prelim D - A Bill to Fund Vote by Mail 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. $2 billion shall be allocated to shift the United States away from in-person voting 2 

systems to vote by mail. 3 

SECTION 2. Vote by Mail is the process by which a voter receives his or her ballot in the mail, 4 

and returns it by either sending it through the United States Postal Service or 5 

delivering it to a specifically designated drop box.  6 

SECTION 3. The $2 billion will be distributed to each State’s Secretary of State.  The Treasury 7 

Department will oversee the distribution.  8 

A. The money can be used for the distribution of ballots, providing postage, 9 

purchasing drop boxes, educating the public as to how to vote by mail, 10 

purchasing the necessary machinery to sort and count votes, tracking ballots, 11 

and paying staff to run vote by mail initiatives. 12 

B. If the treasury department finds states using funds for any uses outside of 13 

the ones listed above a penalty of up to $50 million may be levied  14 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on September 14, 2020. All laws in conflict with 15 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void.16 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Aidan Cullers. 

  



Prelim E - A Bill to Mandate Paid Parental 
Leave for Companies with Fewer than 50 

Employees 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Companies with fewer than 50 employees will be required to offer 2 

employees a minimum of a 12-week paid parental leave. 3 

SECTION 2. A. Employees will be eligible to take a paid leave if they will care for or 4 

have birthed a newborn child or are adopting or fostering a child. 5 

B. The U.S. Department of Labor shall authorize grants to fund the paid 6 

leave. Appropriate use of the grant funding includes, but is not limited to: 7 

paying employees who take leave, hiring new employees to cover for the 8 

employees who take leave, etc. 9 

C. At the end of each fiscal year, employers must report how much of the 10 

grant funding was used, how it was used, and what the remaining money 11 

will be used for. 12 

D. At the end of each fiscal year employers must also report how many 13 

employees took parental leave, how much the employees were paid, and 14 

the amount of time that the employees were on leave. 15 

E. Employees must be paid 100% of their salary during their leave. 16 

SECTION 3. The U.S. Department of Labor shall provide grant funding for employers. 17 

A. Employers who do not enforce the paid parental leave measures 18 

outlined in this bill shall face a fine until the paid leave is implemented. 19 

Employers shall be annually fined a percentage of the income listed on 20 

their annual tax returns until they implement a paid parental leave. The 21 

fine will begin with the equivalent of 15% for the first year, and for 22 

every additional year that employers fail to comply, the percentage of 23 

their income that will be fined shall increase by 5%. 24 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on FY 2022.  25 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 26 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Nika Farokhzad. 

  



Prelim F - A Bill to Tax Prison Labor for 
Prisoner Education Programs 

 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. A. A new prison labor tax of 7% on profits of all companies employing 2 

prison labor is hereby levied. 3 

B. The funding from the tax will go to expand and further fund grants for 4 

education programs for incarcerated individuals. 5 

SECTION 2. A. Companies will be defined as a commercial business that utilizes the 6 

labor of incarcerated individuals during any point in a fiscal year. 7 

B. Education programs shall be defined as programs aimed to educate 8 

prisoners. This will entail of getting prisoners their GED and college-level or 9 

higher education if the prisoners choose to do so. This will also include 10 

programs for marketing and entrepreneurship as well as computer science 11 

programs. 12 

SECTION 3. A. The Department of Justice (DOJ) will oversee the grant program’s 13 

expansion and funding. 14 

B. The program is required to be revenue neutral. 15 

SECTION 4. This bill shall be implemented in the fiscal year of 2022. 16 

SECTION 5. All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.17 

 
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Tara Subramaniam of Lincoln High School. 

  



Prelim G - A Bill to Pass the Skin in the Game Act to Hold 
Colleges Accountable for the Student Loan Crisis 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA) to provide for 2 

institutional shared responsibility for student loan default by: 3 

A. Adding the following to Section 454 of the HEA: 4 

B. “Each institution of higher education participating in the direct 5 

student loan program under this part for a fiscal year shall be liable 6 

for 50 percent of any student loan balance that is in default for a loan 7 

made under this part that was used towards the cost of attendance at 8 

the institution”. and; 9 

C. “An institution of higher education shall not increase the cost of 10 

tuition at the institution, chare any additional fee to students, or 11 

otherwise increase the cost of attendance at the institution to offset 12 

the liability of the institution”. 13 

SECTION 2. An “Institution of Higher Education” is defined in Part A, Sec. 101 of the 14 

Higher Education Act of 1965. 15 

SECTION 3. The Department of Education shall oversee the enforcement of this 16 

amendment. 17 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on July 1, 2021. All laws in conflict with this 18 

legislation are hereby declared null and void.19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Aditya Joshi, Nathan Balderas, and Jaan Mansoor Wichita East 

High School. 

  



Prelim H - A Bill to Implement Choice Voting on a National 
Level to Promote Fair Elections 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Voters will rank their top three choices of candidates in order of 2 

preference for all federal elections. 3 

SECTION 2. Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) is defined as a preferential system of voting. 4 

A. If a candidate wins a majority of the first-preference votes, they will 5 

be declared the winner of the election. 6 

B. If no candidate wins a majority of first-preference votes, the 7 

candidate with the fewest first-preference votes will be eliminated, 8 

lifting the second-preference choices indicated on those ballots. 9 

C. A new tally will be conducted to determine if any candidate has won a 10 

majority of the adjusted votes. 11 

D. The process will be repeated until a candidate has an outright 12 

majority. 13 

SECTION 3. The Federal Election Committee will oversee implementation of this 14 

legislation. 15 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2021. All laws in conflict with 16 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void. 17 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Vivian Gao. 

  



Prelim I - A Bill to Save the United States Postal Service 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States Postal Service (USPS) shall receive $75 billion in financial relief. 2 

The Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act of 2006 (PAEA) is hereby 3 

repealed. 4 

SECTION 2. The USPS Board of Governors and the US Treasury Department shall enforce the 5 

financial relief and the repeal of PAEA.  6 

A. The $75 billion will be spent accordingly: $25 billion in emergency 7 

appropriations, $25 billion in a line of credit from the US Treasury 8 

Department, and $25 billion in projects to modernize USPS’s vehicle fleet and 9 

facilities.  10 

B. The USPS Board of Governors and the US Treasury Department will complete 11 

a yearly audit to ensure that funds are being used appropriately.  12 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on FY 2021. All laws in conflict with this legislation 13 

are hereby declared null and void.14 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Aidan Cullers. 
  



Prelim J - A Bill to Rejoin the World Health Organization 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States of America shall rescind its request to withdraw from 2 

the World Health Organization (WHO). 3 

SECTION 2. The World Health Organization is a United Nations agency concerned 4 

with international public health. The U.S. is a WHO member that has 5 

formally revealed its intention to withdraw from the organization. 6 

SECTION 3. The Department of State shall oversee the implementation of this bill. 7 

SECTION 4. This bill shall be effective January 1, 2021.   8 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  9 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Yixian Liu 

  



Prelim K - A Bill to Eliminate Mandatory Minimums 
to Reform the Justice System 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The U.S. shall eliminate all federal mandatory minimum sentences for all 2 

non-violent drug crimes.  All U.S. inmates currently serving time for a 3 

non-violent drug crime shall continue to serve their originally designated 4 

sentences. 5 

SECTION 2. Mandatory minimum sentences shall be defined as a predefined 6 

minimum sentence for certain crimes.  Non-violent drug crimes are 7 

considered crimes that involve the possession or consumption of illegal 8 

substances but are not inherently violent. 9 

SECTION 3. The Department of Justice shall oversee the implementation of this 10 

legislation. 11 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1, 2021. All laws in conflict with 12 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void.13 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by Representative Esha Karlekar. 

  



Prelim L - A Bill to Abolish Minimum 
Wage Laws 

 
  BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. The United States will abolish minimum wage laws. 2 

SECTION 2. Minimum wage is defined as the lowest wage permitted by law. 3 

SECTION 3. The federal government shall oversee and carry out the enforcement of 4 

this bill by prosecuting any state that does not comply as allowed by the 5 

supremacy clause in Article VI clause ii. 6 

SECTION 4. This legislation will take effect on January 1st, 2021. All laws in conflict with 7 

this legislation are hereby declared null and void.8 

 
Introduced for Congressional Debate by Teddy Gao of Lincoln High School. 

 

  



 

 

Semi 1 - A Resolution to Stop Playing the National Anthem 
WHEREAS, the playing of the national anthem before sporting events has been an 1 

institution for decades; and 2 

WHEREAS, the playing of the anthem has become controversial; and 3 

WHEREAS, professional athletes have sought to use the playing of the anthem as an 4 

occasion for protests; and 5 

WHEREAS, the reaction to these protests have divided the country, even being 6 

blamed for lower television ratings; and 7 

WHEREAS, the anthem is often not televised and those watching the game in-person 8 

use the time for concessions and bathroom breaks, making it immaterial 9 

to the event; and 10 

WHEREAS, the United States Armed Services have been criticized for “paid 11 

patriotism” displays at the start of sporting events; now, therefore, be it 12 

RESOLVED, By the Congress here assembled that the national anthem should no 13 

longer be played before sporting events or other public occasions.14 

Introduced by the UK Season Opener 

 

  



 

 

Semi 2 - The Payment Choice Act 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. No person offering good or services to the American public as a retailer 2 

may do any of the following: 3 

A. Refuse to take United States currency as a form of payment; 4 

B. Post signs which indicate a refusal to take US currency as a form of 5 

payment; 6 

C. Charge a higher price for payment in United States currency. 7 

SECTION 2. This shall not apply to goods and services sold only through electronic 8 

methods such as the telephone or the internet. 9 

SECTION 3. The Attorney General shall have the jurisdiction to bring action in United 10 

States District Court against any retailer found in violation. 11 

A. A first offense shall incur damages and a $2,500 fine. 12 

B. Subsequent offenses shall incur a $5,000 fine. 13 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect upon passage.   14 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  15 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the UK Season Opener 

  



 

 

Semi 3 - A Bill to Limit Foreign Interference in Education 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. No federal funding shall be allocated to any school in which a foreign 2 

government has a financial, curricular, or managerial interest.  Any 3 

educational institution which serves as a host or site for such a school 4 

shall be ineligible for federal funding. 5 

SECTION 2. Schools outlined in Section 1 may include cultural institutions which rent 6 

space from colleges and universities while providing education outlined 7 

and approved by a governmental authority in another country. 8 

SECTION 3. The Department of Education shall determine whether a school meets 9 

the criteria of being controlled by a foreign government.  Schools and 10 

institutions found in violation of Section 1 shall be referred to the 11 

Secretary of Education who shall determine whether their federal 12 

funding shall be forfeit. 13 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect on January 1, 2021.   14 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  15 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the UK Season Opener 

  



 

 

Finals 1 - A Bill to Treat Corporations Like Regular People 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. No corporation, or other company with a corporate designation shall 2 

receive a subsidy, payment, emergency funding, or “bailout,” unless they 3 

have met the following conditions: 4 

A. Can demonstrate they have the equivalent of six months of operating 5 

expenses in an American banking institution; 6 

B. Can account for all expenditures over the previous year; 7 

C. Have not engaged in stock buybacks or stock splits for the previous 8 

two years. 9 

SECTION 2. If, within a year after receiving federal payments, a company fails to meet 10 

the criteria outlined in Section 1, the corporation shall be liable to repay 11 

the federal government the money received, subject to a 10% interest 12 

surcharge. 13 

SECTION 3. The Department of Treasury will oversee the distribution of corporate 14 

funding and determine whether a company has met the necessary 15 

criteria. 16 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect on October 1, 2020.   17 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  18 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the UK Season Opener 

  



 

 

Finals 2 - A Bill to Standardize the Safe Opening  
of Meatpacking Plants 

 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. All meat processing plants must adhere to the following guidelines to 2 

ensure worker safety: 3 

A. All workers must be tested weekly for SARS-COV2 and will not be 4 

permitted to work until their test results are known; 5 

B. Bonuses or incentives tied to attendance are prohibited;  6 

C. All workers with a confirmed exposure to a Covid-19 patient must 7 

remain in isolation for a minimum of two weeks, paid by the 8 

company. 9 

SECTION 2. Documentation of compliance with these guidelines must be maintained 10 

for five years and must be made available upon request to inspectors 11 

from the appropriate agencies. 12 

SECTION 3. The United States Department of Agriculture, in conjunction with the 13 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration shall oversee the 14 

implementation of these protocols.  Should any meatpacking plants be 15 

found in violation, they are subject to immediate closure until such time 16 

as they are in compliance. 17 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect on November 1, 2020.   18 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  19 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the UK Season Opener 



 

 

Finals 3 - A Bill to Prohibit Payroll Tax Holidays 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS HERE ASSEMBLED THAT: 1 

SECTION 1. Except through a subsequent act of Congress, no reduction or suspension 2 

of the payroll tax shall be permitted through executive action or 3 

regulation by an executive agency. 4 

SECTION 2. A payroll tax is defined as tax withheld from an employee’s salary, wages, 5 

or tips by an employer who remits it to the government on their behalf.  6 

This tax traditionally funds Medicare, Social Security and federal 7 

unemployment programs. 8 

SECTION 3. The Internal Revenue Service shall oversee the implementation of this 9 

legislation and shall determine necessary repayments. 10 

SECTION 4. This shall take effect immediately upon passage.   11 

SECTION 5.  All laws in conflict with this legislation are hereby declared null and void.  12 

Introduced for Congressional Debate by the UK Season Opener 

 


