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Welcome from the Congressional Debate Director 
Greetings everyone! 
 
It is an absolute honor to welcome you to the first-ever rendition of the Debate Premier League 
Classic’s Congressional Debate Tournament. Our tournament was born in the wake of the Stay 
At Home Classic from earlier this year and our staff has worked hard to take the lessons we 
learned from that and built an even better digital experience for the forensics community.  
 
We are living in trying times as our world faces the spread of the novel coronavirus but our 
community has and will continue to overcome this dark chapter in our history. While we strive to 
maintain a sense of normalcy during this crisis, we must also recognize that there are learning 
opportunities during this ordeal. Most notable for our community, we have the opportunity to 
make the national circuit more accessible through digital tournament experiences.  
 
I hope and pray that this tournament and the ones like it taking place across our nation are the 
beginning of something bigger and better that will have positive impacts for years to come. We 
will need to find a new normal in a post-COVID-19 world and I’m certain there will be positive 
growth for our group and those like it.  
 
Now, onto the logistics. In this packet, you will find a copy of the tentative schedule for our 
tournament, an explanation of the procedures, and how to submit legislation. After the final 
legislation submission deadline, we will release a packet with all the legislation for our 
competitors to prep with.  
 
Godspeed, 
 
-Johnathan Hurley 
Congressional Debate Director   



Congressional Debate Tournament Schedule 
General Notes 

- All times listed are in the eastern standard timezone. 
- All deadlines are FINAL, no negotiations or extensions will be offered regardless of 

circumstances.  
- *Judge all-calls are only for the judges scheduled to judge that day and will occur on 

Google Meets. 
- **Break announcements will come as soon as possible after the last session ends, the 

times listed are a hard cutoff.  
Pre-Tournament Timeline  

- May 8th @ 6:00 PM: Legislation DUE 
- May 9th @ 6:00 PM: Legislation packet released 
- May 27th @ 6:00 PM: Entries DUE 

Tournament Day 1: May 29th 
- 1:00 PM: Judge all-call* 
- 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM: Preliminary Session 1 
- 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM: Preliminary Session 2 

Tournament Day 2: May 30th 
- 1:00 PM: Judge all-call* 
- 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM: Preliminary Session 3 
- 5:30 PM: Semifinalists announced** 
- 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM: Semifinal Session 1 

Tournament Day 3: May 31st 
- 1:00 PM: Judge all-call*  
- 2:00 PM - 4:30 PM: Semifinal Session 2 
- 5:30 PM: Finalists announced** 
- 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Super Session 
- ASAP - Awards  



Congressional Debate Procedure 
General Procedure 
The procedure for this tournament is modeled after the procedure used for the 2020 digital 
Tournament of Champions, as such the following guidelines are in place: 

- We will use Google Meets for all rounds as a stand-in for Zoom. It is highly 
recommended that all competitors and judges download this Chrome extension to make 
Google Meets appear more similar to Zoom.  

- All competitors should make a placard that clearly displays their last name.  
- Competitors will display their placards on-screen to make it clear they want to ask 

a question or give a speech.  
- The chat function of Google Meets will be used for all motions, amendments, and points 

of personal privilege.  
- We will use DIRECT QUESTIONING for all rounds.  
- All rounds will begin with the election of a Presiding Officer. Presiding Officers are 

eligible to be ranked just like any other competitor.  
- If a judge does not rank a Presiding Officer, they will be expected to offer an 

explanation as to why.  
- Rounds will end firmly at the scheduled end time, no extensions will be granted. This is 

being done to ensure the tournament can operate on time.  
 
The Formal Rulebook 
This tournament will abide by the NSDA Handbook except for the rules listed above. Pages 34 
through 42 explain the procedure for Congressional Debate.  
 
Necessary Supplies 
The following supplies are needed to fully compete at our tournament: 

- A Discord account.  
- A Google account.  

- This account should have your first and last name on it and will be used for 
Google Meet calls for this tournament. 

- A computer with internet connectivity.  
- Google Chrome should be downloaded and use for all tournament Google Meets.  

- A microphone. 
- This can be built into your computer or linked to it, both should work just fine.  

- A camera.  
- This can be built into your computer or linked to it, both should work just fine.   

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-meet-grid-view/bjkegbgpfgpikgkfidhcihhiflbjgfic/related?hl=en-US
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-meet-grid-view/bjkegbgpfgpikgkfidhcihhiflbjgfic/related?hl=en-US
https://www.speechanddebate.org/wp-content/uploads/HS-Unified-Manual-2019-2020.pdf


Legislation Submission 
Submitting Legislation 
Submitting legislation for our tournament is a little different from a normal tournament. Instead 
of submitting through email or Tabroom, you will submit all legislation through this link. All 
legislation is due by May 8th at 6:00 PM. 
 
Legislation Packet Release 
The Congressional Debate Director will release a legislation packet by 6 PM on May 9th that 
will include all preliminary and out round legislation. Student submitted legislation will be used 
for preliminary sessions and the tournament staff will introduce all legislation for out rounds.  

https://forms.gle/P5Biu7oGBapyCPzw6

